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| to the Reader] + * oy 


| 1 EE Reaſon of pub thing ebis e, --M 
t iſe, ts, becauſe ſome People baue 
fired Satisfaction from me, what the 1.5 
in againſt the Holy Ghoſt , But 
could not make a ful Deſoription of 
in ſhort ; therefore it came into my © 
md to enlarge upon it ina mall 2 . 
ook, wherggn tbey may receive _ „ 
etigfaction about it. And this I have 
one, not from the Opinion of hes > 
ut - hep the true and written Word of ©: 
_ This Sin can be committed but. 
75 and yet ſometimes it fteals inta 2 2 2 | 
ve Hearts of them that commit ui, 
ben they diſcern it not: But the Lord” © 
bis Mercy keeps us all, both from PE 
at. Sin, and alſo from the Reign and. 
Jominion of® every Sin. whichs: _ Sp 
may. do, 4 1 r 5 2222 
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. FABLE of . TEXTE 
5 Diſcourſed upon. 


'H E RE is a Sin unto Deat 
1 John v. part of ver the 10 
Pray without ceaſing, I Theſſ. v. | 
 — Behold now is the „ Tim 
| behold ! now is the Day of Saly 
. tion, 2 Cor. vi. part of verſe 6. 
And the Angel which I faw ſtandi$þ 
- upon the ſea, and upon the eart * 
lift up his hand to heaven: aff 
ſware by Him that liveth for e 
and ever, Ge. that there ſho 
be time no longer. Rev. x. 
and part of verſe 6." 
5 8 b for me and my houſe, we 
"i - ſerve the Lord, Jeſb. xxiv. pe 
Pl F verſe 15. . / 
© Good maſter, what good thing. 1 755 
Ido that I may have eternal lif hab 
Matt. xix. 16. 108 
i not at this, the Hour . Dea 
coming, in the which all that. 


In, * 
ly c 
. xi 
k ziven 
come. 
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Y in the grave ſhall hear his voi 11 

1 ; = *y hel come. forth, they tl 

78/0 ve Sores unto the re{urr$s vs 
tion of life, and* they that hp: 


1 reſurreQtion 3s 
- damnation. Tebn v. 28, 29. 
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ali The SIN unto DEATH. 


obn v. part of verſe 16. There is a fin unto 
Death. 2 


Cart 


- HIS fin, which St. Jobn calls here The fin un- 
to Death, is the unpardonable fin againſt the 
5 Ghoſt, deſeribed by our bleſſed Saviour, + 
t. xii. 32: That whoſoever commits it . 
nveneſs, neither i in r this e 


come. b. 


: 15 n 5 bl 2 
' eros, fr inherit.” 


2 


| { dat nerd againſt he: Sen # 25 4 by fo Rt 
> 2 E W eee der tal, apainfs* t x 4 
li h "ſpec 74 2 Be 42. 0 \ 
2332 aver be Jurgiwen,: ** in this ard, — 5 
d to come. This alnſt, the Hay 1 
ur ſin which St. John 8 WJ, 3 
2 . Not becauſe that ſin e ag 
at. , for ſo does all ſin deſerve death, Both tom= 


vol al and eternal, for the wages of ſin, een all. 


wt death, Nom, vi. 23. But this fin a ink the 
y..t 'Ghok 3 is called Te ; Fo unto Death, zecauſe it 

ſur r ip eo! over to eternal death without A, pot. 

t bY of recovery. - Now ſome there arb, that go 
" af | Exec © of * to ene Toa | 
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"er and aggravate their fins more and more, untiff fin 1 
they are brought to that height at laſt, as to com- and 
mit that fin for which there is no forgiveneſs, the. 

I here is no mere man fince the fall that can re 1. 

without fin, for all are ſinners, but yet there are e ! 
degrees of ſin; ſome ſins in their own nature are Hoh 
ſmall, others are more great and heinous. Many th 
ſins there are that are great, yet pardonable, andi and! 
one ſin there is unpardonable; and whoſoever com leech 
mits that one fin ſhall have no forgiveneſs, but mulf* t 
ever bear the weight and puniſhment both ofbear 
Vt and of all his other fins, There is ſuch a ſuflebedi 
as St John ſpeaks of here in my text, that is a ff ouſly 
unto death. And now I come to the explication qq not 
wee word, from whence I ſhall raiſe this point r m 
Doctrine. ave ( 
Doct.) That amongf other fins committed by {6 Jet at 
manking, there is only one fn, that is a ſin unto death*r< e 


: 14 — 
183 
» a” 


; ard whoſoever. committeth that, he hath no for gien. ** 4 

nu ler in this world, nor in the world to come. as, 2 
No for my further proceeding on this ſubje a 
B | a who! 


T !hM] lay open to uu. 


5 — 


Fit, What the fin unto death is, Witch 
"+, Secondly, That all other fins, how great and he J 
nous ſoe ver, may be forgiven, * Ind ye 

- -, Thirdly, That this En'alone ſhall never be fog. 185 


ä ---.” | : 
| bes, The reaſon why this fin RT 
pardonable. And then, raft, : 
Lach, I ſhall conclude all with a few Word - 
* . 3 Naga. 
I wall begin firſt with the deſcription of this 
pardonable fin ; where I ſhall endeavour td A 
- as plain a deſcription of it as poſſibly I c 
in doing of it, I ſhall, 1. Shew you negativel | tÞ- de 
what is not this fin, 2. I alf ſhew you poticzvt = 
What it is. v 
I. I mall ſhew you negatively, what is nor oF "0 
5 Fg | | = 
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agamſh the Holy Ghoſt) 


lin unto 3 5 8 or in what degree, a man *. 1 
and yet not commit that unpardonable ſin en 
the Holy Ghoſt. 

1. It is not every quenching of the motions of 
the ſpirit, that is this ſin, It is true, when the 
e an Holy Ghoſt comes with a ſtil} voice, and knocks 
ManyJat the door of ſinners for entrance, he often com 
and ſtrives with them, and ſecretly, woes and be- 
ſeeches them to leave their fins and be converted ; 
yer they quench ir ſtifle all his. motions, and 


33 ue, 
— 


dear up their hearts againſt him, and will not 
bedient to his heavenly calls; now ſuch fin 
ouſly againſt the Holy Ghoſt: but: yet this alone 
on ds not the unpardonable fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt; . 
for many that have ſtoed 1t out a long time, and 
ave often quenched and grieved the holy ſpirit, . 
jet at laſt they have been wrought upon unto a g 
ere converſion. 
2. A man may commit many heinous ebe 
ins, and yet be not guilty of the unpardonabie in 
want the Holy Ghoſt. A man may be an 1dolatyr, i- = I 
a whoremonger, a fornicator, a murtherex, e : 
witchcraft, and fin with a very high hand;;nay,. ile 


Win ras an 


K \ 


8 — 2 _-— — 
rr Ws me 


Iu 


id hey live in all manner of filthineſs and :lewdneſs, © 
Jad yet not be under the guilt of the unpardonable 
by I againſt the Holy Ghoſt. Thus we read 2 Glam; © 7 


1. that Mazaſſab ſinned with a der high Hñandd 
wasan idolater, and inchanter, and worked witch. ' 72 5 
raft, and dealt with familiar ſpirits, and wrozght7. Neo 
evil in the fight of the Lord. And "Mary 9 
| Wer bac ſeven devils eaſt out of her, Luke * Me. 
Bind ye Jock were je pardoned. e 
. Amann from mptuouſly againſt great 


commit this fin 


8 Of the Unpardmable Sin 


"I £ * 

= demed Chriſt, and with an Oath; and yet for all thi 
that, Chriſt looked upon him with a merciful eye, ab! 
nud l he repented and was forgiven. 3x1 
4. It is not every malicious fin that is the unpar- but 
2 donable fin againſt the Holy Ghoft; for St Paul yay 
certainly had great malice in his heart, when he F {xi 
went on ſo furiouſly to perſeeute the church of God. © þ 
and yet he was converted, and became a preacher of I the; 
the goſpel of Chriſt, which before he perſecuted. this 

5. And Laſtly, it is not final unbelieſ, nor final T 
imagenitence, that is the unpardonable fin againſt I is a 
dly Gheſt, tho' ſome be of opinion that it is, I the 
\ _ becauſe that fin is unpardonable, and Chriſt him- ¶ amo 
- ſelf hath ſaid, Matt. xix. 13. That all manner of fin f that 
and Blaſphemy ſhall be forgiven unto man, except it be Hol | 
tlie fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt. But you are to take 8e 
- the words of our Saviour in their true ſenſe and N com 
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Beides, there are many thouſands that 
* nitence and unbelief, and 
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againſt the Holy Ghoſt, Fa "a 


all this fin unto death is, and wherein this unpardon- 
e, able ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſt doth conſiſt. N OW. 
chere are ſeveral opinions. in the world about it 
ar- hut 1 will endeavour, through God's help, to | 
aul you to the plain ſight of it by the light of the holy 
he. ſcripture, | 
od, Now, in the firſt place, you muſt know, that 
r of there are two forts of people that cannot commit 
this unpardonable fin. 
nal The true believers cannot commit. it, becauſe it 
ünſt is a ſin againf great light and knowledge. Indeed 
t is, ¶ the greateſt part of the world ſhall be damned: yet 
im- among the greateſt part there are but few of them 
n | that can commit that unpardonable fin, againſt the 
it be Holy Ghoſt. 
take | Some have beth light and grace, theſe ſhall. nog. 
and ¶ commit the unpargonable ſm. Again, ſome have 
dom- I neither ight nor grace, theſe cannot commit that 
ſhall unpardonable fin againſt. the Holy Ghoſt: Bo I 
hoſt; Fthere muſt be two ingredients to 8 this, In 
ef, is pardonable {in ; that is, light in the by Oh 
nan 5 Fmalice in the heart; 'withont, theſe - two, 
@ re- Iagalaſt the Holy Ghoſt cannot be-commulttedl +» * 
eath, to ſin againſt great light and knowledge, is no 
She hat fin ; nor yet to fin ignorantly without malice, 
in thts that iin ; but they muſt both: join together, 8 
z thi-flmake up thi; unpardonable fin. TFis we fee plaig- 
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n this, by the example” of St. Petar and St, Paul; Pe. 6% 
le fin © denied Chriſt, and forſwore himſelf 0, dd 
jeathz that grievouſly, againſt light, and knowledge 83 * I 
impee or he knew Chriſt to be che only 3 2, — 1 
ne(@#86od,” and he knew. God in him, he- w of: 
Ho reite diſciples, and ope of his below rang * 8 / 
Joo; he was. taught of Chriſt and had ES 92 : 
s NOM | knowtedge of his love and (ar and: en — 
Perti-frickedly with an oath denied; him. N . EY A 1 
date this out of malice and fpite, then be; had” | 
- whath 1 8288 that fe unto cath, or 3 there is n 7 
N A 5 ere, "3 
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1 / the unpardonable Sin 


| * forgiveneſs; but Peter had no malice in his heart 
All this while, even at that time when he denied 
W2-” Chriſt, as you may ſee. in Matt. xxvi. 34, 35. 
| When Chriſt told him, before the cock crow thou 
ſhalt deny me thrice ; he an/avered, if I ſhould die 
with thee, I will not deny thee, and then denying 
him through infirmity and weakneſs of the feſt 
when he had conſidered what he had done, he 
went out and wept bitterly, wer/e 75. But Paul 
had great malice and ſpite againſt the ways and 
propee of God, as you may ſee, 42s ix. 1. Paul 
reathed out threatenings and flaughter againſt 


ſynagogues, that if he foand any in this way, 
whether men or women, he ſhould bring them 
bound to Jeruſalem. Now here was great rage 
und malice in Saul, againſt che ways oF) the peo- 
2 of God: but doing it ignorantly he at laſt 
ard à voice ſaying, Saul, Saul, Why perſecuteft 
i thou ne und ſeeing a light from heaven, and 
hearing that it was Jeſus that he perſecuted, he 
3 = Nn at the heart, and trembling and aſton- 
-*. hed, 
Now hy theſe two places of ſcripture, you may 
plainly fee that Peter finned againſt great aght, 
and Paul out of great malice, yet neither of them 
committed the unpardonable ſin againſt the Hoh 
Ghoſt; But whenſoever light and malice meet to- 
gether in one man, then there is the fin again 
His Holy Ghoſt. Now as all other ſins, 
fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt —_ 


- 


ſo is ; 


_  fecuting the goſpel 


them 


the diſciples of the Lord, and went to the high 
prieſt, deſiring of him letters to Damaſcus, to the 


ſaid, Lord, what wilt thou' have me do? 


I. In thought; that is, when a wicked man, 2 
*._  Sainſt his clear light and knowledge, doth but con? 
-__  cejve a malicious thought or purpoſe toward pet 
XS Chriſt, or of the ſaintꝭ 
Christ, to hinder the work of the Holy Gholt M 
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aàgainſi the Holy Ghoſt. 


| This fin, as is to be thought, was the fin of the 
jed loſt angels, for which cauſe they were loſt without. 
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all hepes of pardon. Now ſome diſpute, Whether, 
3 this fin was a ſin of the thought, but I ſay in E 
e likelihood it was; for the angels being, nl it: 
due without bodies, and ſo having no uſe n bodily +: 
2 tongues, it could not be committed in -n ere 


he | »ould they commit it in action, becauſe they were, — 
pan | ſt out of heaven, before they could bring it into 
au practice; therefore it muſt be a ſin of the thought. & 
Paul Now this fin was this; their habitation being in [ 
the higheſt heavens, and under God himſelf, the 
hich had exceeding great light and knowledge; they had 
8 more knowledge than all the men in the world ever 
had, and were happy above all other creatures: But 
mem | when not being contented with this eſtate, they 
thought to be as high as God himſelf, therefore they 
maliciouſly ſought to make war againſt the ſon of 
Plan God, and put him out of his throne: for which 
cauſe they were immediately thruſt out of heaven, 
never more to ſee the face of mercy; and thus ffum 
4; hs the beginning they have been counted malicious and | 
en- n as raging beaſts, and roaring lions; thus 


% their fin being of the ſame nature with the fin'againſt ©, 28 
may the Holy Ghoſt, they were excluded all hopes of... ; 3 
U pardon e eee — 
But that the fin of our firſt parents was not the 
Holy un pardonable fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt is elearz q 
et to- for tho' they ſinned againſt great light, yet they -- | 
| obeyed, and complied with the will of God, even 

when the tempter came, until at laſt they, were 


- enticed and overcome; but they did not fall mali- | 
eiouſly, and ſo were not excluded all poſſibility ß 
mercy. G 2 CAP. | 2 * - fl 
his fin may be committed in word toe; that 
ben a man ſpeaketh blaſphemouſly and malici- 

:# apy of Chriſt and his holy ways. This Was te in ö 
ie bcribes and Phariſees, Mark iti, 22% Ph, 
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Cie Unpardonable Sin 
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aur certain ſeribes came and ſaid, this fellow hath bl 
Ry Jelzebu b, and cafteth out dewils by the prince of devils, an 
ore ſaith Chriſt unto them, ver. 28, 29. Yerily gr: 
boa, all fins ſhall be forgiven to the ſons of | || poj 
[Ewe yard - blaſphemy wherewith foever they ſhall (Gt 
. n, But auhom ſocver ſhall blaſpheme againſt por 
oe bab never forgiveneſs, but is in dan- | nex 
ee £27 Of eternal Damnation. | 5 
No. the reaſon of this ſpeech of our bleſſed Sa- þa 
Vvuiour is ſhewn in verſe zo, becauſe they ſaid, he I 
bath an unclean ſptrit; which plainly ſhews that pro 
theſe ſcribes had ſpoken blaſphemy againſt the Ho-—- » 1 
i ly Ghoſt : As theſe ſcribes were great learned men, oc 
they could know no other but that Chriſt was the. s 
ſon of God, and muſt know that he caſt out devils it, 
by the ſpirit of God, and yet they, out of ſpite to hir 
WW Chriſt, maliciouſly and blaſphemouſly ſaid, That Bull 
be caſt out devils by Belzebub the chief of devil. hea: 
j Thus the ſcribes committed the unpardonable ſin ꝗ but 
Ii againſt the Holy Ghoſt, and that in word. Icom 
3. This fin. may be committed in action too; F 2 
"1 * that is, when a man being once thoroughly enlight- I muf 
ened, having entered upon a holy courſe of life, Ian. 
ad taſted the comforts of God's ſpirit, and ſome Þ thre. 
1 foretaſte of the joys of heaven, and not only makes e 
iſ profeſſion of the goſpel, but teaches it to others; 
1 yet at laſt takes a diſlike to the holy courſes; an 
| -- through ſpite and malice, utterly forſakes, oppo- Ib 
bes, and perſecutes thoſe good ways of God, whach Fl 
he before profeiſed and taught. But to ſum up Fi 
this' point, this unpardonable fin againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt is fully deſcribed by the apoſtle to the As: 
| brews, chap. x. 26, 27, 29. For F we Vn wr." 
fully after wwe have received the knowledge 7 In 
truth, there remaineth no more ſacrifice for fo , bao * 
8 ul looking for of j ent, and fiery indi gu 
i 5 2 Bel 8 Of bows: Ben un 
Ferrer prnifoment ſhall be be thought worthy, ho e «ode 4 
aun ander foe: the ſou of God, and cu Wit -* - 
i AE. . OS 
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againſt tho Holy Ghoſt. 13 


5 Blood of the covenant, wherewith he was ſunctiſed, 
5. an unholy thing, and ſuith done deſpite te the jpirit off 
ty grace f Likewiſe, Heb. vi. Þ 5, 6. Fer it is in- 
of aſſible for theſe who are made partahers of the Hely 
all "| Ghoft, end have taſted the good word of God, and ile 
„ odere of the world to oome, if they fall away, ta re- 
„-e them again unto repentance, ering. they cruciſy te. 

themſelves afreſh the ſon of God, and put him to open 8 
a- ame. ö 2 
he I ſhall a little explain theſe words, and then 'Y 
at proceed, | 


o- 1. This fin unto death is an oppoſing fin ; now $ 
n, Jo oppoſe a thing, is to contradict it, or gainfay z- Þþ 
he when a man fays a thing is ſo and ſo, he denies 'Y 
11s 


ming muſt be done, he ſays again it muſt not, or 
bat it ſhall not be done; ſuch an oppoſition is in the 
ils. heart of hun that commits this unpardonable fin ; - 
ſin but a man 7 be an oppofing man, and yet not 
commit this fin : Therefore, 
2. It is the truth he muſt oppoſe; that is, ge 
I muſt utterly oppoſe and reject Chriſt, Who faid, 7 7 
a the truth, John xiv. 9. He oppoſeth alf his | 
threatenings, and will not believe his promifes, and 
counts the blood of the covenant to be. an unholy 
thing: Nay, he alſe oppoſeth the ſpirit of Chriſt, 
who is the ſpirit of truth. So that he will not o- 
bey his motions, and will not be fled or guided by 
Jim but a man may oppoſe the truth, and do it 
ignorantly: Therefore, FE en EE COSI 
3. Ie mſt be the known truth that he oppeleth $ 
e muſt;b&once enlightened : But you mult know, 
Achat it is no} only a rational knowledge, and hu- 
an learning, for he may know much of God, 
we Jang at his will, in the letter of the word, and yet 
dot ie capable of committing this unpardonable 
nine mauſt be ſo far, enlightend 38% % lee 
that is in fip, and dhe exopliency. of 


I, and ſays it is not ſo; or when a man ſays a ; 
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knowledge of the truth; other fins are committed | . 
(cmro' infirmity, but this fin is wilful, the will is the | © 
chief actor in it; and to compleat and make up T! 

|, - this unpardonable fin, there is, . 
Malice in the heart; without this, this fin fin 


x4 Of che Unpardonable Sin 


good word of God, and the powers of the world to 
come; and by the blood of the covenant, which he 


and cleanſed from many fns; he muſt have ſweet 
WM communion with God in his word and ſacraments ; 


God, and comforts of his ſpirit, and be refreſhed by 


tions, as Peter did when he denied Chriſt: Therefore: 75 


Chriſt, he muſt taſte of the heavenly gift, and be 
made partaker 6f the Holy Ghoſt; and taſte of the 


counts as an unholy thing, he is in part ſanctiſied 


he muſt have ſome taſte of the love and favour of 


it, and taſte of the joys of heaven, and have ſome 
foretafte of the happineſs of the world to come. 
This is that light of knowledge that lays a man 
open to the committing of that unpardonable ſin: f 
But yet a man may fin againſt all his light and ex- 0 
perimental knewledge, and yet do it thro' the. f 
weakneſs of the fleſh, or thro' ſome violent tempta- ; 


4. He muſt oppoſe the known truth wilfully ; he 
mult wilfully fall away, after he hath receivcd the 


i} . -- cannot be committed; it mult be a malicious oppo- 75 
ing of the known truth; that is, when a man being fra 


| che laſt place to be an apoſtate ; for thus to e 
wilfally and maliciouſly the known truth, is 


9 


v + * 
1 
7 


> -- onceenhghtened, and having taſted of the heaven- Th 
AI gift, and the good word of God, and hath been ; 
made partaker of the Holy Ghoſt, and hath had 
ſome ſweet reliſh and foretaſte of h&aven, he comes lici 


to take a diſlike, and to hate the holy ways of God, 
and maliciouſly oppoſe and perſecute them, in de- 
ſpite to the ſpirit of grace, crucify ing afreſh the fonſſ. . 
of God, and putting him to _ ſhame. 0 tha 
Nowa man having gone thus far, he ches i 3... 
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againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 1 5 4 


d be joined with final and total apoſtacy : for he that is 
| — ſo far enlightened as to ſee the evil of ſin, and the 


h he made partaker of the Holy Ghoſt, of his graces 
| and comforts, and taſted of God's love and favour + 
weet Tin Jeſus Chriſt, and has ſome foretaſte of the joys 


nts ; of the world to come: for ſuch an one wilfully, 
ur of ſpitefully, and malictouſly to fall away, he fo falls 
d by as never to riſe more. Tis true, the children of 
ſome | God fall, and that often, and rife again; but then 
4 of they fall through weakneſs or infirmity, and not 


wilfully or maliciouſly ; but theſe wicked wretches 
fin: J fall wilfully & maliciouſly, & ſo fall finally. Againſt 

ſuch, the door of mercy is ever ſhut; concerning 
the, ſuch, St. Peter ſaid, It had bern better for them not 
to hade known the way of - righteouſneſs than after 
they hawe known it, taturm from the holy command- 
„ he neus delivered unto i Leut is happened unto them 
x according to the true p , The Hog is returned un- 
itted his own vomit again, and the ſow that was waſhed, © 
925 to her wallowing in the mire, 2. Pet. ii. 21, 22. 
e up There is a dreadful place in ſcripture againſt theſe 
| kind of apoſtates, that is, Heb. x. 26. Fer if awe / 
is fin An usa after wve have received n of 
PPO- ff the truth; there remaineth xa ſacrifice for. fins "but a 
being fearful looking for of judgment and fiery 4ndignation. 


been in a chain, all which make up the unpardonable - 
d had ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſt. It is a wilful and ma- 
od. licious oppoſing of the known truth, joined. _ 
God final apoſtacy. Thus have I ſhewe d go. plain 
in de- 28 1 2 this fin unto death ij. LIVE s” ; 
*-» Secondly, The next thing to be. conſidered is, 
wat all other fins or blaſphemies whatſoever may 
be forgiven ; be our ſins never ſo great and many 
tho? he be the vileſt wretch that ever lived, yet 
there is hopes of upon repentance, | Ma- 
eh was the vileſt wretch 1 read of, 
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excellency of Chriſt and holineſs, and hath been 


Thus have I given you tive ſteps as ſo Many linke 


1 * 16 * Of the Unpardonable Sin 


enter into the kingdom of heaven before 


yet he repented; and was pardoned : Alſo Mary 
Magdalen was the chief of ſinners, for out of be 
came ſeven devils, yet, becauſe ſhe loved much, 


4 much was forgiven her. A man may be a whore- 


monger and adulterer, and work witchcraft, and 


deal with familiar ſpirits, and yet at laſt he may 


- repent and be ſaved;.and yet J have heard talk of 
ſome that are ſo fooliſh as to take the fin of forni- 
cation for an unpardonable fin, from God's own 


words in the fourth commandment. 7 the Lord thy 
Geld am a jealous God, viſiting the fins of the fathers, 


unto the third and fourth generation: From whence 
they ſay, that children that are baſe born, are nat 


faved, unto the third and fourth generation; but 


this is a moſt erroneous interpretation of God's 


word; it is thoſe that hate him, and continue ha- 
WW. ting of him, that he will igt 
on. For fornicatoay 1 


their iniqmties up- 
erers themſelves may 
ore the children who 


repent and be ſav 


i --**.oaknow nothing, nor ld help nothing ; for Chriſt 
with his own mouth tells the ſcribes and phariſees, 


Matt. xxi. 31. Tt the publicar gb ts ſhall 
; for there 


ig ug fin but what is pardenable ; . the 1 = againſt 
the Holy Ghoſt. "But, |, 
{ the Holy Ghoſt, is a- 


"Third! „This fin ag 
lone the fin unto deat ; that is, a fin. un pardon- 


able, never to be forgiven, neither in. this world, 

nor in the world to come: Not becauſe the merits 
of Chriſt are not ſufficient to pardon it, for this 
fin, as well as all ogher fins, are but finite, whereas 


the merits of C fare infinite. 


Object. What is the rea/on then that this fo can 
| not be . 7 


is queſtion brings me to the fourth thi 


| . do but mind me a little and 1 
28 plain and as clear as JL can, tell you. what th 


© This 


* 


is called the ſin againſt the Hol 
it is againſt the work and office of the Holy Ghoſt. 
rfons have their. 


This fin is called the fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 


egainft the Holy Ghoſt; © 7 
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not becauſe it is a fin againſt the i erſon of the Ho-—- 
Ay Ghoſt, for ſo js all fin againſt his perſon; but it 


hoſt, becauſe 


Now every one of the three 
particular work. The work of the Father 1s to 
create, the work of the Son is to redeem loſt fin- 
ners, and the work of the Holy Ghoſt is to; en- 
lighten, convince, ſanctify, and convert them. 
Now a man committing this unpardonable fin a- 
gainſt the Holy Ghoſt, rejects all this work of the 
ipirit. Now for a man to be ſo thoroughly en- 
hghtened by the Holy Ghoſt, that he comes to 


know the evil of fin, and his loft and undone con- 
dition without Chriſt, and that none but the me- 
rits of Chriſt can ſave him; and notwithſtanding. 


walfully and maliciouſly oppoſes him, and the 


work af his ſpirit, and refuſes ta be beholden to 
him for ſalvation; now far ſuch a one, I ſay, to 


I * b. 2 8 N | 
Nethige | it — 


be forgiven, is utterly impeflible. 
Object. But why is it impofhle 2. 
poſſible with. God. 18 


* 


400. Nothing is impoſiible with God that does 


not imply a contradiction: But that God will for- 
give the fin committed againſt the Holy Ghoſt im- 
plies a contradiction: For how can he (Bars pardon 


given him that utterly rejects it? As for inſtance 


A man thro* ignorance may deny Chriſt, (nay, 
maliciouſly fall from the profeſſion of the truth into 
all kind of wickedneſs, as did St. Paul, & the N 
that crucified Chriſt) yet not falling againſt light 


Jand knowledge, there is room for the Holy Ghoſt 


tq work upon him, to enlighten him, and to con- 
vince: him of his folly, and ſo make way for con- 
verſion.” But for a man, when he is once ealighten- 


ede by the Holy Ghoſt, and has had ſome taſte of : 
Ges love and favour, and ſome foretaſte of th 
Jays. of heaven, and then at laſt, utterly oppoſing, 5g 
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f 18 f the Uupardonablk Sin 


this illuminating work of the ſpirit, wilfully and 
maliciouſly to fall away, and fo to reject the ſpirits 
W renewing work; alas! then the Holy Ghoſt is done, 
he has nothing more then that he car work in him, 
for this wretched creature has utterly rejected him, 
his enlightening work, his convincing work, his 
ſanctifying work; he has utterly rejected Chriſt's 
ardon, heaven and all. 
is paſt all hopes of mercy, all hopes of pardon: nay 
for ſuch a one we are forbidden to pray ; as you ſee 
in the verſe, whereof my text is a part. Now Chriſt 
. prayed for chem that maliciouſly . crucified him, 
Luke xxiii. 34. ſaying, Father, forgive them, for they 
luca not what they do. Alas! they knew not what 
they were doing, for. had they known it, they would 
oer hade crucified the Lord of Glory, 1 Cor. ii. 8. 
But if they had known, and yet crucified him, 
Crit would not have ſpent his breath to pray for 
mem; for it would have been utterly in vain. For 
when a man has committed this unpardonable fin, 
in heaven nor earth can de him 
text faith, There is à fin unto 


Now this 


neither the pr ayin 
i . ' 4 = 


Il conclude with a few words of application; 
and will be as ſhort-as poſſible, leſt this diſcourſe 
mould be too large for ſo ſmall a book: Here is 
. o Firſt; A word of comfort. ; ER 5 

Secondly, A word of counſel. F 
Fi. A word of comfort. It may 
bearing and reading of this terrible diſcourſe you. 
Wi” - hearts begin to ach for fear that you have committed 
We this unpardonable fin : But I think I have ſuſkcient- | 
| ly proyed to you what it is: and I te} you again, 
that there are but few that can commit it; nay; - 
there are 'millions that are tormented in hell, yet 
never committed this fin : nay, farther, an ignorant 
oteſtant may through weakneſs, and out of à fla- 
+4 turn papiſt, and renounce his 
and yet not commit this unpardonable 


be that by 


ai 


Dont ges 


ou 
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| you underſtanding. 


&\ 


againſt the Holy Ghoſt 19 


the Holy Ghoſt: For doing it out of ignorace. and ö 


infirmity, there may be matter left for the Holy 


SGhoſt to work upon, whereby he =_ yet be 
Conſider this alſa, it you 


converted and ſaved. 
are afraid you have committed it, and wiſh that you 
had not committed it, and would not commit it, if 
it were to do again, then that is a true ſign you 
have not committed it. 3 3 
Secondly, I muſt conclude all with a word oþcounſel d* of 
I. Watch very diligently againſt all fin * But a- 
dove all, take ſpecial heed of theſe fins that come. 


ear to the fin/againſt the Holy, Ghoſt ; & they are 
| theſe; Hypocriſy, taking only the outward 


feſſi- 
on of religion, and ſe diſſembling and mocking f 
God; ſinning wilfully againſt conviction of conſci- 
ence, and againſt great light and knowledge, ſinning 
preſumptuouſly, (with an high hand :) Theſe ſins, 
tho? none of them are the direct fin againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt, yet they will come very near to it; 
erefore take ſpecial heed of them, leſt they in time 
ſhould bring you to the committing of that unpare 
donable ſin. And, n 3 | 
, 2 } 


II. Labour to be fincere in religi 


true faith engraft yourſelves in Chriſt, for they that 


be in Chriſt, can never commit this unpardonable 
fin : For know this, that among all the {ins commit⸗- 
ted by fallen mankind, there is one fin that is a for 
unto Death, which is the unpardonable fin againſt 
the Holy Ghoſt, which whoſoever commits hath no- 


forgiveneſs, neither in this world, nor in the world 


to come. 


* Confider what bath been ſaid, axd the Lord . 
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4 Saint's Duty and Exerciſe: 


Or, an Earneſt 


Invitation to the Throne of 


The Firſt PART 
Tu Ess. v. 17. Pray without | 


ceafing, 
ro the glory of God and the of ſouls, 
HE hers 5 15 ſubje& more . 0 for me 
to Write upon, than that to Rr people to the duty 
7 OV, boch in their families and in ſecret. I 
find it a duty moſt ſadly neglected, not only a- 
| ion the Pe fort of people indeed (who ſe 
dom on never pray in their families, zu eſore * 
d be feared much Teſs do they pray in ſecret) but 
- T;have been among ſuch a4, ſeem to. be the, beſt of 
People, that are juſt and righteous in their deal- 
| pgs. Wards others, that delight to hear the ud 
F mfeachers, and,ipin with che heſt aſſemblies, and 
dre very Kind and courteous towards others, and, 
Vet they neglect prayer in their families. Some 
of them I know do pray in their families on, eve». 
gings before they go to bed. But as for thoſe, Who | 
make conſcience of performing the duty of prayer 1 i 
in their families, both morning and evening, ce 1. 
are fo fy, chat there are but here and there ] I a 
to be found ef them. This is a caſe: very mut F. +2 
bewailed and lamented. Nay, in this ons duty ! 
have juſt cauſe to condemn myſelf; r I m $28 


* * 
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The Saint's Exerciſe 
write with ſhame enough, that this duty of prayer 


21 


has been too much negleQed by meras well as by 


others: Nay, to this day, I find fo much averſe- 
neſs and backwardneſs to this duty; ſo much ſloth- 
fulneſs, deadneſs, dulneſs of ſpirit, and ſometimes 
one luſt, or one vanity or other ſteals into m 

heart; which makes me think myſelf to be unfit 
for this duty of prayer, and I find it ſometimes 
very hard to paſs over all difficulties, and perform 


the duty of prayer aright. This makes me the 
more: pity others, looking upon others to be in- the 


ſame condition with myſelf. But confider, friends, 


this is the work of the devil, who does what he ff 
can either to keep ys from prayer, or elſe to diſ- "i 


turb us in 


prayer. So it was with the children of 


; among them: But what did he come among them 
: for? 1 anſwer, it was, if he could, to keep them 
, from their duty, or elſe diſturb them in their duty, 
4 by filling them either with wandering or diſtracted 
f thoughts, thereby to cauſe them to loſe the benefit 


which the Devil cannot endure ; for there is no 
weapon more powerful for the weakening Satan's 
kingdom, 4 up the kingdom of Ohriſſ in 
the ſouls of ſinners, than prayer is. 


— - 


N 


Ll) 


10 come to church, and herr ſermons, without much 1 
er . -Miſturþance, becauſe he thinks he may eafily ke 2 
ey from pod by the word 3 but he Tabors/with 
ne” al his might to keep us ftom iprayer and madita- Hf 
ch a, becauſe he, knows that qheſe duties weaken” 43] 
e, Bur, wy friends, deren e and I, 
ay $- eobrfelves. up tu. S nerd but r- 
is in nd tir up ourſelves to take hold en God, 
8 = 8 | EIS. 9 wh 


God, Job i. The fons of God came there and pre- 
ſented themſelves unto the Lord. But what to do? 
IL anſwer, it was to pray and make ſupplieation 
- unto the Lord. Then it is ſaid that Satan came 


of the duty. Alas? friends, faithful prayer is that 


The devil is cpntent that we ſhould: ready: and, 
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bounds in this world: How God is by one Jjudg- 


milies there are amon 


22 The Saint's Exercifs 


and call upon his name, by conſtant and vane | 


rayer. - | 
o ertainly if the wickedneſs of the Sodomites griev- 
ed and vexed the ſoul of righteous Lot, it would 
grieve him much more if he were amongſt us in 
this degenerate age, and ſaw how wickedneſs a- 


ment or another frowning upon us for our ungodly 


| doings; how-that the end of all things is near at 


prayerleſs perſons and fa- 
us; how many multitudes 
of people can riſe in the morning, and go about 


hand, and yet how m 


their concerns in the world, and then to again 


at night, and never regard to pray in their families, 
but live as if they had not a God to ſeek; as if they 


| had not an everlaſting ſtate to prepare for: Friends 


let me defire you to conſider theſe few things. 


| _ Firſt, Conſider that your neglect of prayer is a 
I ſign that you are none of God's children, but you 
are yet in your unregenerated and unconverted ſtate 


md condition, and it were better that you had never 
2 born, chan you ſhould die in ſuch a condition. 


3 


O conſider that your breath is in the hands of God, 
and he may ſtop it whenſoever he pleaſeth; you can 
not aſſure yourſelves of an hour to live; and is it 
not then a dangerous thing to live in the neglect of 
prayer? O friends! how dare you go forth in the 


morning without prayer, leſt Death ſhould meet you 


[ before night and caſt you into hell; or, how dar 


os at night lie down in your beds, before you 
ve been at the throne of grace, and pleaded there 
with the Lord by prayer, for grace, pardon, and 


';; mercy, leſt you ſhould awake before in the 
| Likes of hell: O do but conſider Jew: hd then 
upon this, how exceedingly dangerous it is to live- B:x 
in the neglect of prayer. But if you have the i- 
it of prayer, if you give yourſelves up to conſtant del 
Tervenit prayer, this is a fign of your new birth, and 
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it pleaſeth God out of his infinite = 
quire prayer, to make us fit for the mercy which he 


_* Thirdly, Conſider whi 


The Saint's Exerciſe. ” 


whenſoever death comes, you are ſafe. vou know, 
that a child, as ſoon as he is born, cries; fo à ſih- 
ner, as ſoon as he js born again, falls a crying unto 


God, at it was ſaid of Paul, as ſoon as he is born 


again, Behold he prayeth. Acts ix. 11. It is the 
ſpirit of adoption that makes us cry, Abba Father. 
Secondly, Conſider the end, thy God requires 
yer, and let that encourage you to the duty. God 
oes not require prayer that he may receive from 
us, for he is infinitely and perfectly happy without 


. 


us, and therefore needs not our performances. But 


God being willing to beſtow: thoſe good things we 


need, and to communicete that grace and mercy 
without which we are miſerable for ever, therefore 


goodneſs, to re- 


knows we want: Therefore the Lord commands us 


to pray always, Luke xxi. 36. Pray always, that , [ 


you may be accounted worthy to eſcape all theſe things, 
and to ſtand before the Son of man. Ser 1 Tim. ü. 8. 
Rom. x1. 42. Phil, iv. 6. 
text, Pray without ceaſing. . 
you are ſtran 
er, you are ſlaves to the devil, and he is 


ungedly, to keep poſſeſſion of them, and to work in 


the children of diſobedience. And truly the Devil 


finds abundance of prey, for ſome watch nat at all, 
and pray not at all againſt him. And they that 
pray not, are led captive is ph 5 
and they do not care or deſire to have his \nar- gro- 
ken, nor themſelves recovered... Friends . conſider, 
the more you neglect prayer, the fire; 2 | 
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. he can to work out your utter ruin and deſtruction: 
The devil is ſaid in ſcripture to fill the hearts of the 


by. Satan at-his x re 


roptions witt grow, andthe mort; In will eacteatain 
. and the more fit you ill be for utter tuin and © 
Legion. But on the gther fide, the oftner you 
mate feryentiy yes pray, che mor 
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Will fin and corruption weaken in you, and more TY 7 

| you are for grace and mercy: as it is a remarkable t 
ſpeech among Mr. Dod's ſayings, prayer will make 8. 
a man give over finning, or elle fin will make a nan pray 
ive over praying. Or friends, as ever you deſire to ¶ impr 
livered out of the thraldom of the devil, as-e- ſhall 
ver you deſire the ſalvation of your ſouls, as ever I be de 
you deſire to find grace and mercy at the handof ¶ not b 
God, be perſuaded to give yourſelves to earneſt fer. ¶ door 
vent prayer. But, but a 
Fouriliy, Conſider, thoſe that are Krkiigers: to the re 
prayer, the God of Heaven is againſt them. O1, 1 
dreadful! Who are they that can ſtand” before his a dro 
indignation? Who can defend him againſt that arm Brant 
that is omnipotent? The mountains quake, the e in 
. melt, and the very devils tremble before this of tor 
God? ſure it is dreadful to have fo glorious aud ready 
great a God an enemy: But an enemy he is to allthy 
them who do count his mercy and favour not worth veſpit 
300 ying for: Thoſe that do not intreat this God tofſ but t 
| reconciled, now, whilſt he offers to be reconciled will b 
AY 1 it is a ſign they neither value his love, not what 
fear his wrath ; therefore his wrath they matt 51858 and n 
5 e they in earneſt ſeek unto him. | of gra 
1  Fifthly, Conſider, they that are ſtrangers to pray 
8 er; and will not cry to God, now in the day of theit 
- - viſitation, whilſt: patdon and mercy may be hac 
muell ter be neglodid” when they are forced t 
cry, when miſery and diſtreſs cover lo.” O rea 
and tremble at the place in Prov. i. 46, 27; 20 lche cu 
* will laugh at your calamity,” I alt mock b e prayer 
cometh : when; your Rur rometh al Aeſolation, 2 m 
; 2 * a een tometh aria whirtivind, when Aff them 
"ut pigs ee e hes pul tho ee erk 
a eee, ve ſhalt fat pie; Apo! 
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fit n may at laſt be forced to ery in your extremity, and 
ble st be regarded. 2 | | 
ale Sixtbh, Conſider that if you live in the negle& of 1 
nan I prayer, that quickly the accepted time which you f 
to improve not, will be paſt and gone; and then you 4 
ge- fall beg, yea, and beg earneſtly, but muſt certainly .. : 
ver be denied. We read in ſcripture of calls that have ; 
I of not been regarded, tife fooliſh virgins came after the 
fer. door was ſhut, and cried Lord, Lord, open unto us; 
but alas! they ſpoke when it was toe late, therefore 
s to the reply was, I #now not whence you are, Matt. v. 
Oo, 11, 12, when the rich man in hell begged for 
his Ja drop of water to cool his tongue, this was not 
atm granted, Lale xv. to intimate that not the leaſt mer- 
the cy in hell is to be expected, nor the leaſt mitigation | 
this Jof torments is to be looked for: All then will be. 
and ready to pray, Lord, open the door that lets into 
o all hy kingdom and glory: Lord, vouchſafe a little 
otth:efpite, a little eaſe in the midſt of our torment. @. ⁶ 
,& toll but then God's ear will be ſtopped, heaven's gate 
ciledl will be ſhut, and mercy will be gone for ever. - 8 
noi what a madneſs is it then towaſte our precious time, 
vide and not come to the throne of grace before the dax 
ot grace comes to an end! © + 5 
-Sewventhly and Laſtly, If you live in the neglect of 
thei prayer, four mercies may turn to curſes, for that 
ad threatniß'g is fulfilled upon them, Mal. ii. 2, {wilt -_ . 
IId a cur/e upon you, and curſe your bleſſings, © Prayer 
Jill torn-curſes into bleſſings; afflictions are part of 
Fithe curſe ' which are inflicted - becauſe of fin: But, . 
prayers alter the nature of them, and turns them 


tem being begged by prayer; and granted, they; Y 


{ 
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n. work together or the good of: them: For (Fan che OY 49 
ole) aflidtions yield the peacenble fruits of tighte- > of 
fees to them that are exerciſed thereby. Oy thetos "5 if 
dee, where prayer is not, there bleſſi ge are 
el into cugſes, and good chings which r. ty 4 
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ceived. work together for tho ſhame and ruin of ha. 
thoſe that enjoy them. Common mercies are made dez 
à curſe unto. 2 perſons; ſo if they continue 0 
in the negle& of prayer, they muſt certainly miſs of ks 
- thoſe eſpecial ſaving mercies revealed.in the goſpel: P 7 


as pazdon of fin, juſtification by Chriſt, adoption, q 
ll ſanGiification by the ſpirit, deliverance from hell, 17 
eternal happineſs: in the life to come. And God un 
hath determined and declared in his ward, that thoſe 
that will have theſe thing s muſt ſeek them: but if || *<< 
they ſeek them not by earneſt fervent prayer, it is 
a ſign they underſtand not the worth of them, and F bie, 
therefore muſt certainly and juſtly go without them. N 
God is not fo prodigal of his mercies and favours as tte 
to fling them away. upon thoſe. perſons that do not 
think them worth praying for. Theſe conſiderations I or e 
Ihe given you as an introduction to the matter 0 
enſuing, that you may be the more ſtirred up to d 
mind ors have e and . have hither- ? 
to neglected prayer, that you would. now in good © 
1 e for . it. O you that are 0 to afte 
prayer, conſider that you are all this while n a moſt I f 
woeful and miſerable condition; for you are in your | _ 5 f 
ins, ſlaves to the devil, more ſtrangers to God, and Fac 
undder his wrath and curſe, and if you ſhould-diein J 7. 
| this condition, you are undene- for ever. There- FB 
fore ſeek unto the Lord by earneſt prayer that you er. e 
may be delivered out of this condition. 8 
_ You want a pardon, you want Chriſt and grace, I eiſe 
and you are undone if you have not theſe. ſoul: bleſ- of f 
fihgs,' and-you will not ply the throne of grace for inſt , 
| obtaining of them: Friends, if you did but ſeriouſly JN repe 
I conſider. your ſtate and your wants, you would find pig 
is neceſſary to obey the words of the Apoſtle: here in 
| the text, and pray without ceafeng. Now. the. point 
of Doctrine which I ſhall raiſe from theſs words 18 „ 
Fi that it is both the duty and work of evech trus I Ii. 
| chriſtjan to pray without -ceafing. Nou in Ns 5 Bhes 
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tily againſt ſin, and fleſbly luſts, which they 


inſtead of forſaking of ſin; and praying inſtead of 
ble to the Lord; yea, this kind of praying is indeed 
no praying, but only babling, diffembling; and 
Skies of Go G; 

F raim (ſaid God) compaſſeth me about with: lier, Hoſ. 
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handling this point concerning prayer, I ſhall en- 
deavour iſt, to ſhew what prayer is, zdly, what it is 
to pray continually, zdly, to ſhew ſome reaſons why 
we ought to pray without ceafing, laſtly,'to make ap- 
plication. 1 1 e 
; Fir, What prayer is: in ſhort, prayer is au ear- 
neſt and fervent offerin up of our defires to God by 
him, in the name of Jeſus Chrift, for thoſe good 
things that are agreeable to God's will and our owri 
neceflity, now there, muſt concur theſe two chings te 
make up the duty of prayer, iſt an carneſt and-fes+ 
vent deſire, a longing deſire after thoſe, graces and 
bleſſings we come to God for, for there are ſome 
that come frequently to the throne: of grace and 
offer a form of words in a praying way z I ſay k 
form of words, either compoled ready to their hands, 
or elſe of their own campoſing: and:fo they come 
to God with expreſſions of words, without an hear» 
ty deſire after thoſe graces and mereies they ſeem toi 
pray for: but their deſires run out after other things, 
after their luſt, their covetouſneſs, and - the things 
of this world: and yet they will ſeem to pray mighhj- 
have 
no deſire to be rid of, and for obtaining of thoſe 
graces and ſpiritual mercies, which they ate net 
ſenüble of their want of, nor have any deſibe to 
attain, But yet they will often make uſe of pray · 
er, either as a veil to hide & cover their wichadneſe, 
& to ſhew themſelves to the world to be religious, r 
elſe a device to quiet their conſciences in a chuỹxq e 
of fin > and ſo they make confeſſion af ſin ti ſerve 
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repenting. NoW ſuch a kind of prayer is abomina- 


God; yea, it is lying unto God; Zph-= 
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Hypocrites do not pray, but inſtead of 
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| raying, they lie unto God, they make as if thgy | 
ad a deſire to know God, to love and obey God, || ſen! 
to be holy and heavenly, when indeed they have no hear 


|F Heart,nodeſire to any ſuch thing. This is the firſt 80 
| concurrence to make up the duty of prayer, which I P 
is a hearty and fervent deſire afler thoſe graces and eth, 
good things we pretend to pray for, without which I will 
our praying is no praying, t babbling and mock- with 
ing of God. 2#4ly, The other concurrence to make [nar 
up the duty of prayer is this, an offering up of our a da 
_ defires, either with the mind or voice; for if our de- ur 
| fires are never ſo great to attain grace and mercy, and 
yet if we do not offer theſe deſires up with mind and and 
voice, our ſaying of theſe deſires alone is not pray- 3 
ing; but where there are hearty fervent defires after T4 
jl race and mercy, and thoſe defires are expreſſed, ſever 
either by ſighing, groaning, whiſpering, ſpeaking, have 
or by voice; this is praying indeed. And this ſh pleaf 
de ſufficient to ſhew what prayer is, N _ 
WW .. Secondly, The next thing I promiſed to ſhew was, ſwee! 
1 it is to pray without ceaſing. Now to pray of hi 
without ceafing, is not to do like unto that left, who and « 
thought that prayer was to be their whole buſineſs : Hoe 
W no, no, there are other duties, which God hath re- and 
W quired, and prayer muſt not come in the way of o- —_ 
ther duties, to ſhuffle them out. But in general ta me 


pray without ceaſing, implies a taking hold of, and I 
improving of all thoſe ſeaſons and opportunities, wth! 
wherein God and our own neceſſities call us unto Bl; 
prayer , this is to pray without ceafing, But more Pp 
particularly to pray without ceaſing, implies: hat 

Firſt. A being always in a diſpoſition & ſrame to 
pos whenſoever God requires it. 'The heart muſt 
be reconciled to the duty of prayer, and fall in love 
wich it, and come to the throne of grace with delight, 
and alſo be continually reſiſting of that backward- 
gneſs and indi{poktion to prayer, whenſoever the ca- IF +; 

N . 2 | | fon? 


Felt to be a dog; ſhe acknowledged her own 
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ſon of prayer approaches, and always to watch our 
hearts to keep them in a praying frame. 2 
Secondly, To pray without ceaſing, implies a 
praying in every ſtate and condition of life it pleaſ- 
eth God to call us to; for without prayer ſickneſs 
will be unſanctifed, and health will be a judgment; 
without prayer, health and proſperity will be a 
ſnare, and will occaſton a forgetfulneſs of God, and 
a daring to rebel againſt him, and will ſerve to en- 


courage a neglect of the ſoul and of another world; 


and without prayer, adverſity will be intolerable, 
and if it be removed, it will be in danger. Thus 
no condition ſhould cauſe a neglect of prayer, _ 
Thirdly; To pray without ceaſing, implies. a per- 
ſevering in prayer, and never to give over until we 
have 'our requeſt granted. God in his wiſdom is 
pleaſed ſometimes to cauſe us to ſtay · Ionger for a 
mercy before it comes, both to make the mercy 
ſweeter to us when it comes, and alſo for the trial 
of his people's patience, whether they will perſevere 
and continue waiting at the throne of grace; and 
thoſe that are true believers will be content to wait, 
and to wait in God's Way until their prayers are 
granted: ſo did the Woman of Canaan, When ſhe 
came to Chriſt for mercy, wait; though at her firſt 
ſuit, Chriſt gave her no anſwer at all, yet ſhe.not- 
withſtanding, continued her ſuit with more earneſt- 
neſs, crying after him. But then Chriſt, though 
he ſpake, yet gave a ſeeming denial, and told her 
hat he was not ſent but ook; to the loſt ſheep of 
racl: and yet ſhe would not give over, but cried 
again for help: but yet Inſtead of helping her, he 
alled her dog, and told her that it was not meet to 
take the childrens bread and caſt it to the dogs, 
hen inſtead of leaving off her ſuit, the can vY 
SI 


hriſt with great humility ; ſhe acknowledg 


aaa fs of mercy ; but yet.the deſpaired not, but by 
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faich pleaded Chriſt's mercy and bounty; telling him, 
W Tough being a dog am not worthy to be made par- 
| taker of the childrens Bread, yet the Hogs may eat of tha 
crumbs that fall from their Maſter's table. This 
ſhews how thankful ſhe would haye been for the 
leaſt crumbs of mercy ; whereupon, Jeſus immediate- 
ly commended the greatneſs of her faith; and as it 
were gave her the key of his treaſure, and bade her 
take whatever ſhe wanted, whether mercy for her- 
.  felf, or mercy for her daughter. O woman, great is 
thy faith, be it unto thee even as thou wilt, Thus I, 
have ſhewed what prayer is, and what it is to proy 
Il} © <without ceaſing. a FRE 
17 Birdy, The next thing is, to give ſome reaſons 
Why it is the duty and work of every chriſtian to 
pray without 904. 3 r 
Fir, We ſhould pray continually, becauſe God 13 
always ready to hear; & tho God, who knows our 
wants, is ready at all times to beſtow upon us what- 
ſoerer we want, yet the Lord in his wiſdom would 
ue us to wait upon him by fervent prayers for thoſe 
ſppfritual good things we want: not that prayer moves 
God, but becaufe continual fervent prayer Mm: des us 
fit to receive the mercy we dome unto him for, If 
God ſhould beftow his ſpecial ſaving w en 3 
ſinner before he is fit for it, the mercy would. bd lit 
tle prized by him, and God would have but little 
Wl return'of praiſes and thanks from him. Therefore 
Por this reaſon, God will he ſought unto for his 2 
i 1 gal mercies before he will beftow them. After © 
3 


| ad promifed to pardon, renew, and hear Track, yet 
be appoints prayer as a means 39 bring down, theſe 
If  - mercies before he will beſtow them EN. XxXxV1. 37 
For all ibis I vill be inquired of 6yhe houſe of Vat 

to. Jo this for them: conhder, frien, pardon is ready 


* Seconitly, We muſt pray without ceaſing, oy 
1 AN . ”” uall 
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aſl grace is ready, and morcy, 1s ready to em bra nes 
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nee therefore to pray without cedfing, ſeeing they  -4 
ceaſe.not endeavouring to Ni us both to ſin & ruin. 
t Gs Fifi, ; 
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Aually, becauſe Chriſt is continually praying for 
us; Chriſt prayed night and day for us when he 
was upon earth, even until he was in an agony, ane 
now he is in Heaven he malces continual inter- 
veſſion for us, Heb. vii. 25. Chriſt in heaven is al- 
ways preſenting to his father his fuffering, and by 
his ſufferings and blood-ſhed, all that we pray for 
has been purchaſed ; the blood of Jefus Chriſt cries 
in God's ear on the Hhalf of thoſe that pray, that 
the curſe that Chriſt hath bore may be removed from 
them, that the fin for which Chriſt was wounded 
may be forgivan them, that out of his fulneſs they 
may receive grace for grace; and that for his ſake 
they may be delivered from the wrath to come. Now, 
Friends, if Chrift prayed for us ſo long, and ſo fer- 
vently, until he was in an agony, and ftill prays for 
as in heaven ; ſhall we yet loſe the benefit of all 
For want of praying for ourſelves ? O for ame! 
Seeing Chriſt doth His part, let us do ours. 
Thirdly, We muſt pray without ceaſing, becauſi 
the (pitt is always ready to help our infirmities, 
Nom. viii. 26. The ſpirit is ready to inſtruct us 
what to pray for; ſo as to remove the load of Pp 
mdiſpoſition to this duty, to quicken our deadn 
in the duty, to enlarge our defires after grace, and 
to ſttengthen us to wreſtle for a bleſſing. / 2:5; 
Fourthly, We muſt pray continually, becauſ Þ 
ſatan is Always realy to aflault us; be goes about lille 
@ roaring lion, fething whom he may devour, 1 Pet. 
v. 8. Satan is never idle, he is always following us 
with ſnates or temptations, our life is full of temp- 
tations, And ſhall we not continually pray againſt 
Satan and his affatilts? wicked fpirits are continu- „, 
ally engaged apzinft üs. V wrefthe, ſaid the Apo 
file, with printipalities aud powers and Spiritual 
Wwithelle/r it hig placts, Eph. vi. 12. We had 
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 Fifthly, and Laſtly, We ſhould pray without ceg> 
fing, becauſe our corruptions quickly get ſtrengths 
upon the leaſt neglect of. prayer. If by our watchs: 
Tag, praying, ann wreſtling with God we-have got 
ſome ſtrength and power againſt our corruptions, as 
anger, pride, covetouſneſs, fleſhly luſts, ſenſuality, 
and our affections are moved, and inflamed towards 
- God and heavenly things, and we are got into a 
ſtate of grace, yet if we once let down our watch, 
and neglect prayer, our corruptions will get ſtrength 
W  2gain, and our graces will decay, and our love to 

God and holy things will decay: Now all theſe 
things conſidered, we may ſee that it is neceſſary for 
us to take care that we be not careleſs, ſlight and 
negligent in our performance of this duty of pray- 
er, but ſtir up ourſelves in the performance of this 
; duty, and to without ceaſing. 
Thus I have done with the doctrinal part: But 
before I proceed, I ſhall anſwer an objection which 
may he in the way, 

One objection which ſome will make is this, whe- 
Wl ther they ought to pray with a form? Some there be 
A 78 hold a form of; prayer, and ſome againſt it. 
vour to reconcile both parties: You muſt note, that 
there are two kinds of prayer commanded by God: 
Firſt public or family prayer: Secondly ſecret prayer. 
For the firſt of theſe, if you be about public or 


wat! 


Wil ventent for you to pray in a ſet form of words ſui- 
ted to the general neceſſities of hoſe that pray with 
pon, and the neceſſities of mankind, in general 
chrough the world. Such forms as thoſe are 
already compoſed by many eminent divines. I ſay, 


chat 


pray in ſuch 3 ſet compoſcd form of wo! 


en 


* — — . 8 . ung 2 0 . , * „ - 
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ow in-anſwering this objection, I ſhall endea- 


family prayer, and are the ſpeaker, it is moſt con- 


in public or family prayer, it is moſt convenient to 


thoſe chat join with you, beingfþ acquainted with 
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your matter, may with more readineſs go along 
with you in your expreſſians. And as for the law- 


fulneſs of thoſe forms, conſider that Chriſt hath gi- 
ven us a ſet form of prayer, which is the Lord's 


form Chriſt hath given us both 
direct us in prayer, and 
alſo to be uſed in our prayers; the command of 
Chriſt inMarz.vi.g, is in theſe words, Aer this man- 
ner pray ye, that 1s to teach us that the Lord's Pray- 
is given us not only to be uſed as a form, but al- 


Prayer. Now t 
to be a rule and p 


e a rule for directing us to pray, accordi 


ng to 
But in Lale xi. 2. en. of 
Chriſt is in theſe words, whek you pray ſay, our Fa- 
This is alſo to teach us that the Lord's 
Prayer is uſed not only as a pattern or rule, but al- 
ſo as a form to be uſed at the end of every public _ 


ude this, writers record, that forms were 
oſed when our Saviour Chriſt was upon the earth, 
and Chriſt joined with them in thoſe forms: and yet 
Chriſt neither contradicted thoſe forms, nor blamed 
them for ufing them. Therefore, if your objection 
mily prayer, J have fuf- 


To conclude 


Ibe concerning public or fa 
ficiently anſwered that. 


bjection be concerning ſe- 
ret prayer, I ſhall ſoon reſolve you in that. It o 

Ek whether you onght to pray in ſecret by a form; 

his is the ſame thing as if you ſhould aſk, whether 


But Secondly, if your o 


x man ought to make uſe of his legs, or make uſe 


ff his Crutches to walk with? For you all know, 
hat if a man be lame, and cannot uſe his legs he 
dught to walk by crutches until he can have the ule 
of his legs, and fling his crutches aſide: Even ſo 
hoſe tat have hitherto been ftrangers to prayer, and 


iſo to Remtelves, who are weak and have not at- 


Weck unto the gift of prayer, and theſe ought to 


Pray by a form, and to make uſe of ſuch forms as 
hay lead them to the knowledge of their own 
* . 14. = 2 05 e 
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| ticular fins, and their own neceſſities; and then, as i 4 


fon. as they can come to know themſelyes their own iſ | © 
particular fins ang wants ſo as to confeſs them, their II 


oyn corruptions and inclinations, ſo as to lament o- -P! 
ver them, theif own temptations, ſo as to pray a- 


gainſt them, alſo their qwn. wants, that they may i ue 

| ug of God to have them ſupplied; then they ought (| th 

no longer to uſe a form, hut ta lay it aſide as uſe-  2* 

leſs, becauſe they are able to expreſs. their own par- #a« 

ticular wants without it. And beſides; there are no m. 
F written forms of prayer, that can ſuit with the ſtate 

| and condition of every particular chriſtian ; for. one be 
. chriſtian is under one circumſtance, and another un- 

der another; therefere every one ought to ſtudy his 22 

own, fins, temptations, & wants, & then fall to pray- Al 

er, according. as he finds his own condition to he. un 

Hut, for a man under whatſeever circumſtance he be, ho 

vet for him to uſe a ferm, it is a ſign he prays for t 

ke. knows not what. To give you an inſtance or P** 


TWP, ſuppoſe you were a condemned malefactor, and loy 
were going to the king to beg a pardon, you would | 
not need a written form of words to carry with you; oſ) 
for your own condition would teach you what to Go 
ſay. Or, ſuppole a beggar ſhould come to your rur 
d4dqor in a. miſerable condition, ready to ſtarve with - ** 
hunger, you would ſoon hear how hard he would, ?* ? 
beg, what complaints he would uſe, and what ar- ſins 
guments he would make to move your pity, with , 
ED, - out amwritten form of words: Even ſo if you hav . *P* 
| but a true fight and ſenſe of your fin and miſer) / 01 
1 and of your want of ſuch and ſuch foul mercies, yo - ** ® 
|  wopld not need a written form to teach you whaſſſ 2: 
„4 ſay to God, when pan come to the throne « 2 
* 4 race. | 4 ; * . | | 
} | 6 Thus I hope I have ſuftciently ſatisfied, you ii ont 
anſwering this objection, whether you.ought to pri 0 
puy a ſet form or not. c = 


Thus, having done with the doctrinal part, an 
8 . | * 1 anſwere 


4 9 
2 # 4 . +» 


The Saint's Exerciſe. 


cation. {The firſt uſe ſhall be a uſe of lamentation. 


If it be ſuch a neceſſary duty of every chriſtian. to 
pray without ceaſing, then what ſhall we think of 


thoſe that never pray, neither with their families, 
nor yet in ſecret; They mind nothing but the 
things of this world, and the luſts of the fleſh, but 
never ſeek after God, Surely theſe muſt be in a 


ſad miſerable condition. This is a lamentation, and 


- 


muſt be for a lamentation. 


' Secondly, The next ufc ſhall be of caution: et us 


be cautioned againſt theſe two things: 3 
Firſt, Let us take heed of a formal, F 


and heartleſs performance öf this duty. of prayer. 


And that it may be avoided, take heed of ruſhing 


unpreparedly into God's preſence. But if you! aſk, 
how I ſhall do to prepare myſelf aright for this du- 
ty of prayer? I anſwer, if you would pray ſo as. your 


prayers may be accepted and granted, you mult fol, | 


low theſe directions: 


1. Before you go to prayer, udy the knowledge a J 


of yourſelves. Examine how the caſe ſtands between 
God and your ſouls, and which way your detwes' 


run: and if you find that your deſires run heaven- 
wards, then examine the matter of your deſires, War 

it is you would have God to do fot you: ſtudy your 
fins and wants, what corruption you yehre to be H 
of, and. what graces. you. would have God beltow” 
upon you. If you da not acquaint yourſelyes with i 


3 Y 
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' anſwerel theſe objections, I come now to the appli- wn 
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our heart. | 


- Anful thoughts, that they do not come in and fpoil 
the duty. To this end, watch your hearts, your 
thoughts, and your affections very carefully, that 


pleaſures, or any luſtful deſires; the thought will 


a member of Jeſus Chriſt; do not conceive a con- 
Leit of any worthineſs in yeurſelves, yet take heed 
of any deſpairing thought in prayer; but be as con- 
ſtant in every lawful requeſt you aſk, as if you ſaw 


and Chriſt is the life of hope - If you pray, and 
| think you ſhall never be the better for praying, your 
Prayer will have but little life; Wer let a cru- 
cihed and glorified Chrift be always before your eyes 
in prayer not in a picture, but in thought of a be- 
Hering mind. See what the Apoſtle ſays to the 
| . Hebrews. Heb. iv. 14, 15, 16, We have a great 
lil prieft that paſſtd into a, 
k e God, that was in all points tempied as abs are, and 
Jet without fin. Let us come therefore with bolaney; 


"Hh 
15 


 rerceſfon for them, Yea, we have a promiſe by 
Chriſt for encouragement. Tohn. xav. 13. gon 
b any thing in my name, I will do it. 

4. Labour hard with all your hearts, all the time 
© you are praying, to keep them in a reverent, ſerious, Wo 


The Saint's Exerciſe. 
will make you pray, and-pray to purpoſe, with all 
2. As you go to prayer, take heed. df vain. and 


your heart be not enſnared with the love of money, 


eaſily follow the affections. 
When you come to God to prayer, come in ſuch 


2 as beſeemeth a condemned ſinner, and yet 
in the faith and boldneſs that beſeemeth a fon and 


ur glorious Redeemer interceding for you with 
Father. Faith and hope is the life of prayer, 


heavens, Jeſus the Son 


to the throne of grace, that ave may obtain mercy, and 

ve grace to help in the time of need. Alfo Heb. iv. 
25. He is able to ſave to the utmoſt them that come un- 
to God through him, ſeeing he ever liveth to make in- 


fervent frame, and ſuffer them not to grow eats" 
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all Nand cold, to turn prayer into lip labdur, or into 
Nufeleſs formality ; the heart may be ſenſeleſs though 


nd Ithe voice ſeems to be earneſt, and therefore the heart 
soil muſt be carefully watched, and diligently ſtir- 
our Fred up. 

hat 5. In the laſt place, the other caution I ſhall lay 
ey, before you, is this: After you have done prayer, 
vill 


ake heed of contenting yourſelf with the bare \ 
formance of that duty, thinking your work is done + 
hen your prayer is done, but carefully examine how , _ « 


yet your thoughts have been, in what frame your hearts 
and have been, whilſt you were praying, and then 

on- watch for a return of prayer. Do not think yu 
ced have done enough, when you have done praying, 

on- but watch for a return of prayer. David had been 

ſaw praying, and then he was reſolved to hearken what 


the Lord ſpeaks, P/a/m Ixxxv. 8. So the church be- 
heving that the Lord would hear, reſolves to wait 
for him, Mat. vii. 7. Therefore I will love the Lord; 
will wait for the God 45 ſalvation: my God will hear 
Friends, if you do not watch for return of 
prayer, you do not confider what you do, or whom 
ou have to do with, in prayer. When you pray, 
ou engage in an ordinance, and ſhall that be uſed 
In vain? you are therefore to ſtand upon your watch. 
ower, and to obſerve with the 8 what God 
faid to you, Heb. ii. 1. This is the ſecond aſe. 
Thirdly, The third and laft uſe ſhall be of exhor- 
ation, for the ſtirring of yuu all up both to family 
and ſecret prayer. As for family prayer, © be per- 
uaded for the Lord's ſake that you ſhould make 
onſcience of family prayer, not only in the even- 
ng, but every morning and evening. This is a 
auty that is moſt ſadly neglected in this age. O! 
jor the ſake of your immortal fouls, do not ſuffer 
your company; buſine(s;”#nd the delights oſ the. 
vorld and fleſh, to 19 of God's love, and to 
mus" Prin your body and ſoul in bell for ever. Let me 
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_ 


perſuade you to take this counſel, that what cem pray 
pany ſoe ver is at your houſe, at unſeaſonable time;:Melſe:; 
tell them thus: That it is now time 2 you to be wit And 
your God, it is time for you to be at home, reading aillit is 
praying in your families. But if you cannot ſhake Ml Gann 
your company and buſineſs in time, then do his f 
Abraham did, Gen. xxii. 5. who ſaid to the younapai 
man, zarry here whilſt I and this lad go yonder anſucce 
wworſ/pip. Conſider, friends, your — 5 mon come 
than ten thouſand worlds; & you had better neg quic 
| lect any tning in this world, than to neglect youſſJayin 
- . ſouls. - But having ſaid ſomething for the perſuadfl to th 
ing to ſamily prayer, in my ſermon on Tous rel prefil 
* ſolution, I-need ſay no more of it here. to he 
9 Therefore, La/tly, Let me alſo exhert you to {fl can 
cł.ret prayer; for it is to be feared, that this alſo i fin. 


very much neglected amongſt us; nay, it is not oil ſecre 
9j neglected among looſe prophane ſinners, but keep 
3 10 it is to be feared, it is ſadly neglected by profe your 
ſors, & thoſe that are conſtant performers of familfff you 
WW. duties. Many that make conſcience of prayingilfl tew 1 
their families both night and morning, yet fol] F, 
them to their chambers or cloſets, and you ſhall (4 fecre 
nothing of ſecfet prayer. Friends I can tell yo evid 
and that by wocful experience too, that to pray A is a | 
right is the hardeſt work in religion: and that ¶ God 

reaſon of thoſe many opportunities, pull backs, ai true 
hindrances in this duty. Secret prayer is ti that 

[- greateſt; enemy the devil has; he cannot end but c 
1 that people ſhould go to pray in ſecret, becauſe I in th 
1 duty can be more powerful in the pulling down the x 
_ fatan's kingdom in the ſoul, and ſetting up i in G 

| kingdam of Chriſt, than ſecret prayer. S 
Conſider that ſecret prayer, if fervent, is a it Way 

. ving, againſt fin, and corruption, for whenever God 

are ſtriving aginſt ſin for duty, and ſit ſtrives f Sur 
the victory; whilſt duty holds us up, fin, g O 


1 _ down,, but when duty flags, fin gets up. 75 ood 
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e yourſelves to do it. 
© you op to the duty of ſecret prayer, conſider thee 


in God's account no better than a h 
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prayer if hearty, will make us weary of ſinning, or 


elle ſin will make us weary of ſuch kind of praying. 
And if ſecret prayer once be a weariſomeneſs to us, 
it is a bad ſign that ſin gets the upper hand; there 


WM cannot be a more effectual way for a Enn to kill 
Jus ſin, than by ſecret prayer; a ſinner never fights 
Wagainſt fin, with a greater zeal, nor with greater 


ſucceſs, than upon his knees, When once a-finner 
comes to kneel in earneſt before God, his luſt muſt- 
quickly kneel to him. Our confeſſion of fin, and | 


laying of it open before the Lord, our complaining 
to the Lord of it, our crying to the Lord againſt it, 
preſſing him upon his promiſe, upon his covenant 


to help it, theſe are the mightieſt batteries that we 
can make for the beating down the ſtrong hold of 
O be perſuaded to be inſtant and conſtant in 
ſecret prayer, ſet your times for ſecret prayer, and 
keep your times, and make a firm reſolution with 
Now bor the farther ſtirrin 


tew things. 


Firſt, Conſider that if you make conſcience of 1 ; 


ſecret prayer daily and frequently, this would be an 
evident ſign of your uprightnels and ſincerity; it 
is a fign that you ſeek 
God knows of your ſeeking of him,” He is not a 
true chriſtian outwardly, but he is a true chriſtian 


that is one inwardly, whoſe aife is not of men 
but of God, Rom. ii. 28, 29. But he that lives i in 


in the neglect of ſecret — ot though he paſs in 
the "he's to be never ſo good a chriſtian, — is 
8 | 


Secondly, Conſider ſecret prayer is a mayvelloys 


way . ta thrive in grace, and to grow rich towards 


By this means, faith will gr foe wil rolpr ' 1 


{ Bose 2 to God will abound, our ſouls will 


0 8054 80 a. great benefit — 2 
2 find God to be unto has fpul 80 that — 


#*% © 


Bod himſelf, when none but 1 
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he can by experience ſay with the Pſalmiſt, Pfahl 
Ixxxvi. 7. That he is plenteous in mercyto all thai Ir 
rall upon him. 2 a 
- Thirdly, Conſider, ſecret prayer is a means to ft 
you for public ordinances ; , thoſe that are the moſt 
upon their knees in their chambers or cloſets, will 
receive moſt benefit in pyblick. God muſt be fought 
unto in ſecret, to fit us for public worſhip; thoſe Ne © 
that, before they come to hear, pray earneſtly in ſe- 
+ "cret, that the goſpel may come to them not in the 
word only, but in power alſo, for the cutting down 
dhe ſtrong hold of fin, and for the building them up 
in grace and holineſs: thoſe that are likely to find 
the goſpel working effactually upon them, and that 
is the power of God for. their ſalvation. Rom. 1. 
156, 17. For I am notiaſpamed of the goſpel of Chriſt; riend 
For it is the power of God unto ſalvation, to every one you 
that believeth, to the Jew fir/t, and alſo to the Greek. 
For therein is the righteouſneſs of God revealed from 
faith to faith : as it is written, The juſt ſhall live by 
aith. © 1 2 5 | 
Thoſe that, before they come to the Lord's ſup- Vn | 
per, examine themſelves alone, beg that God would I” 
fetch them, and are importunate with God for 
ſtrength againſt every corruption, as pride, covet- 
ouſneſs, envy, anger, malice, alfo againſt a hard ki 
| heart, ſluggiſhneſs and dulneſs of ſpirit, diſordered E“ 
aaffectiong, felf. love, fenſuality, and the like; they ("© 
WW. " -alfo that beg for all the fruits of Chriſt's ſuffering, 
aud for all the graces of his ſpirit ; fuch as theſe No 
ee not like to be ſent empty away. 25 1 
Fourthly, Conſider, ſecret prayer is a means to 4 
keep public duties upon the heart, after public ex- | 
erciſe is ended. Your work is not done when pub- 
lic exerciſe is over, but you are immediately as, foon 
zs you come home, to go alone, and in erg to 
pra over the word that you have heard: Thug, ny: 
Fiat, has any fin been laid open to you whereof > Bo 
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ou know yourſelf to be guilty? then confeſs it, & 
zewail it, and beg pardon for it, and for ſtrength a- 
zainſt it, and reſolve to ſet yourſelf againſt it for the 
1me to come. Secondly, has any duty been preſſed 
pon you? Then mention to God this duty in ſe- 
ret, to incline your heart to perform it, 2 
Fifthly, Confider ſecret prayer is the way to 
we eſpecial tokens of God's love, and thoſe joys 
at a ſtranger does not intermeddle with. O the 
ect meltings and thawings of the heart for ſin 
hat the ſaints meet with in ſecret prayer! O the 
iſits that the great phyſician of ſouls does make to 
poor ſinners in this duty! and the inward joy, 


heir ſecret addreſſes unto God by prayer! And, 


rift riends, ſhould not this be a.great gncouragement 
y one You to be fervent in ſecret prayer; but if all this 
eel; Ne not encouragement enough, | 


Confider, in the „th and /aft place, that if you 


wn hearts in ſecret, God will reward you 


hich ſeet 


eret duties be openly rew 
gels at the laſt day. 


reftions for the attaming of the gift of prayer, 
nd alſo furniſh you with matter for prayer, 
ho are bare of matter, as well as for the help 


ae would omit nothing that might be for 
E eod of Souls, that may be a means and 
EY t0-help them to heaven, I have now 9 
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eace and comfort, that the ſaints do meet with in 


ould NI”: This is the argument that Chriſt — 
nforce ſecret prayer, Mat. vi. 6. When tbo n, 

rayeft, enter into thy cloſet, and ſhut the door, ans 
hard 5 fo thy 1 which is in ſecret, aud thy father 

in ſecret, ſhall reward thee openly. As 

ecret wickedneſs ſhall be openly puniſhed, fo ſhalt- 
wal before men and 


Now in the next lace I ſhall give. you ſome 


daily and fervently pray in ſecret, meditate and 
amine yourſelves, and takes pains with your © © 


F,.thoſe who are of a weak capacity: And be- 


7 
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the help of God, writ one treatife more "ood 
tis ſubject, to direkt you how to attain MPa! 
Sit of prayer, and ſu ply you with matrer fe 
prayer, with fome directions for ſhort ejaculato 


| prayer, and the Lord give you underftanding. 
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b | aint's Duty and Exerciſe : 
1 Or, an Earneſt 
nvitation to the Throne of 
GRACE. 


The Second kan. 


Tu Ess. v. 1). Prop with- 
wc 2 5.08 ceafing. 


N my firft The Saint's Buy ond, Eur Wy 
Ii ( , ae oY 
. What prayer is. Be 

I., 1 gave fome reaſons 8 bent pray 2 
, ithout ceaſing. <.”_- 
12 and left, I made fome neue - xi 
ere, 3 

1. I gave an uſe of Lamentation. oY 

2. An uſe of Caution, | 711 

3. An uſe of Exhortation. But, 
Becauſe this duty of prayer is of ſo great 8 
uence, that the right performance of it ſhews a 
an, or woman to be in a converted and renewed * 
ate, and in their way to heaven and eternal glory, 
zue the ne et of this great duty ſhews L . 

t 


1 hate Ver 


ey think of themſelves, that they re 
yet Ny their unconverted and unrenewed Rate, , and 
51 | In the bread way to hell and damnation : I mal! 


pbk a 788 help ofqdeg endeavour to do 2 _ 
| n ing wo 
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>, +. Ty my promiſe in the firſt book; that is, u ſand 
| ge my uſe of exhortation, | 

. By ſhewing how you ſhall attain unto th 
gift of prayer, and by what means you may com 
to be furniſhed with matter for prayer, that an 
barren of matter. 2 
24, I ſhall give you ſome directions, concerning 

mort ejaculatory prayer.  *© N 
3d4ly, If you are dead and dull, I ſhall in the la 
place give you ſome directions, how you may g 
your hearts enlivened and quickened, and how yo 
may come to be fervent and hearty in prayer, ant 
ſo I ſhall conclude this ſubje&. 
1 Now in the firſt place; do as one of Chriſt's di 
„ ciples did, Lake xi. 1. who came to, Chriſt, and de 
ſted him to teach them to pray, even as John taugh Il ca 
11 his diſciples; ſo go you to God in the name 9 
Chriſt, and defire him to teach you to pray: Say 
Lord teach me to pray. Beg for God's holy ſpirit 
thiztthe would help you to pray, and aſſiſt you 1 
prayer, and put words into your mouth: for it M.. 
the 3 that muſt help your infirmities, ſaith th 

apoſtle, Rom. viii. 28. For we know not what 
pray for at we ought : But the ſpirit itſelf maketh in 
tteregſſion for us, with groant that cannot be expreſſed 
And if you come with an earneſt defire of the ſpirit 
help, he will aſſiſt you. But this is not all, fe 
there are other means that you muſt uſe, if you de 
fire to attain unto the gift of prayer. % 
Firſt, You myſt labour to be well acquainte 

| with yourſelf; ſtudy well your liearts and lives, a 
ſtudy truly the word and will of God, and all th 
branches of the Ten Commandments, which 50 
may do by the help of the 4ſembly's Catechi/m, Miet 
any other book which explains the Ten Command 
ments. Study alſo the meaning of the Leers 
Prayer, and-there you will find how ſhort you cor 
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ſanctifying God's Name, and doing of his will, 
d how far the kingdom of grace is from coming 
to your ſouls, when you experience the kingdom 
lin and ſatan to reign there ſo much. 
, WM Secondly, For the furniſhing you with matter for 
ayer. In the next place, ſtudy God and Chrift, 
„% d labour to know him in his nature, attributes, 
Wd works, and eſpecially labour to be acquainted | 
th his dealings towards you, and then you will 
> what a holy and righteous law you break, what 
od you have offended, even your maker, pre- 
er and benefator. Once more ſtudy well the 
ith and faithfulneſs of God, and then you will 
what promiſes you have ſlighted, and what 
atnings you have contemned, and theſe things 
W! cauſe you to aggravate your fins in confefling 
me chem, and beſides, they will make you the more 


Say RNeſt in begging pardon for them, and to ſtudy 
ſpirit dd's great goodneſs to you, and to think on the 
ou ieral Kinds of his mercy, which he has beſtowed 
it n you, both for your ſouls and bodies. For in- 


ce by what wonderful mercy your lives are pre- 
ed, and you ſaved from all dangers, when there 


* ſo many diſtempers, and ſuch a multitude ef 
preſſed nalties and dangers. And to this end, he re- 
pirit}'* his mercy to you every morning and every. 
11, fe ht, and every hour; he alſo by his god hand © | 
ou de Providence. feeds you with the fruits of the earth, 
„F. them virtue to nouriſh you, and gives you an 


tite to digeſt them: alſo, he continues your eaſe 
& many others are in pain and miſery : alſo he 
ali u aues the fight of your eyes, and the uſe of all 


ch ye ſenſes and members, and gives you ſweet and 
% off: table reſt, and comfortable habitation; and“ 


es, che great merey of all is, you being in 
Lord! and*undone fate and condition, he delivered up 

u come 
8 


is ſufferings and death he might deliver 


1 


early beloved ſon a ſacrifice upon the croſs, 


; nnen * e 


*. < "7 


ou 1 hell and Ms 2 Wrath, and 4 
eaven and ſalvntion for — ; and upon this accom 
he hath n you the light of his holy word an 
goſpel; be hath given you his ſabbgth and his 
Aber, and his holy 2 to teach and inſtruct t 
in the way to heaven and happineſs. Now, if y, 
will but ſtudy all theſe ſorts of mercies, what 
bundance of matter will you find for praiſe a 
thankſgivings! Study alſo what temptations yl 
daily meet withal in the world; what ſnares, bai 
and. allurements you often meet with, prompti 
you on to pride, luſtfulneſs, wantenneſb, covetor 
nes, intemperance, malice or revenge, and how 1 
you are to he overcome by thoſe temptarioits, a 
then you will find: matter enough to pray for pon 
and. ſtrength againſt thoſe temptations, that yo 
not overcome. Study atfo what a vitory yert h. 
got over-ſuch aud ſuih luſts, and then you wilTfi 
mattor of praiſe and thankigiving to God tor givi 
you that victory, as the Apoſtle ad, 1 Cor. xi. 
Alſo: you will- nd matter to bewail and lamem 
ver thoſe ſins and corruptions that you cannot 
find you have got any victory over. 
- Thirdly,; Study well the fulneſs of Chriſt, 
your own emptineſs, and: this will furniſh you vt: F 
matter of prayer: Conſider, tkat in Chriſt there. 
fulneſs of grace, there is power to repent of iff 
©. paſt, there is ſtrength againſt corruption, there 
Nr enabling the — to lay hold of Chriſt 
a ſaving faith: there is the grace of divine love, 
Ab fear, of patience, of graces implanted in 
ture, but they are all purchaſed by the — 
Chriſt, and the are all hid in Chriſt, to be b 
= cd upon all ſuch as eurneſtly defis chem, and 
1 — and labour by heavty-fervent prayer for the obt 
ning of chem. Col. 1: 9. Fit plemſeib rhe fut 
tba in. hm pull ail . dwell." So in Jui 
. Fer Rp hs Ig 67 08 dae ue rp 
oor 2 1 ibs | 
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I Nan Exerciſe. 47% # 
ce. Friends, if you did. hut once come to ſee 


Je falneſs of Chriſt, and your.own emptineſs, you V4 
ould. never ceaſe crying unta him, until your ſouls ' * 
e replenyhed, with thoſe ſaving graces which are 
rckaſed. for loſt ſinners, my, 1 up in, Chriſt. 

ou know that a child, when he ſees a pedlar's 

k opened, and therein ſp, many things, wall 

to his father, father, giuæ me: this. or that: So 

- Wu. would. cry. to, God, your heavenly, father, for 

V and ſuch. heavenly. graces, if you did but ance 

We: to: ſee the riches of Chriſt, and your. own 


ts, and, neceſſities. 


how Nr,, Obſerve how the caſe goes with the 
vs ch and; people of God, and how, the cafe 


th your - neighbours and relations, and with the | 
ih where yon dwell, in. reſpect.t0- their ſouls, | 
.- this will furniſh you with. matter of prayer, 
Fe Join 5 of ith. ns 
4 on as often as you can WAth. pi 3 
lans, and of em you may learn to pray N 
izthly and Laſtly, for your help, get ſome rms "| 
prayer by, heart (out of a book). and make uſe 9 
. of ems until by them you come to know your own, © 
aud wants, and: ſocan pray better without them. 
I need not ſend you a prayer- book to learn to 
y; do but ſtudy and conſider well; upon what I 
7e wrote in this little book, and follow this. rule; -. 
nely, ſtudy well your fins, corruptions and temp - 
ons, yout wants, and your daily mercies,. and 
N you will be furniſhad with matter eneugh for: 


tus have I finiſhed. the fivſt thing I promiſed, 
is, to ſhew, you how your ſhall attain the giſt 
& obt r,and«toifurniſh-you with matter, Mh re 
Je fa and batrem ofomatter, I. ſhall be brief in che: 
| * vw 7 Idee 2 
, L promiſed. alſo to give ſome: directions 
„ning ſhort ej aculatory prayer; and 5 a2 4 
r s on. <5 
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1 48 The Saint's Exerci 2. 
; 4 * ſudden lifting up of the heart to God in a ſhor 
8. phraſe, which may be done at any time, or in am 
| place or company, eſpecially when you are alone 
when you are at your work, or when you are walk 


ing or travelling by the way; then you may ofteſ * 
lift up your hearts to God in ſome ſhort prayer, anW»/ 
yet no hindrance to you in what you are about Vi 

and beſides you may meet with ſome caſualties, M on: 


ſome temptations, or ſome motions may come ind 
your mind to move you to ſome fkort breaking fort 
of your ſoul to God, and as occafion ſerves, le: 
2 plead with God, and plead his attribute: 
thus : N | | 
Firſt, When you chance to meet with any temp 
ing or enſnaring object, ſo that you are afraid 
being caught in the devil's hook, then plead God 
omniſcienty, thus: | 5 
D moſt.xwiſe, omnipotent, all- ſceing and all-knowi Alt 
Cod, from whom no ſecret thing can be hid, a 
 markeſt all my ſteps, and underftandeft my thought: 
Far off, I pray thee give me grace that I may ſee thi 
© always before mine eyes, and be mindful of my appta 
i aer ut the bar of thy juſtice, that I may n 
dur to venture upon that ſin that I am now tem) 
FSiosconaſy, If you find any fin or luſt like to Gr fe 
verecome you, then plead God's power and al 


W _ "rficiency thus: 
D Almighty, great and glorious Lord God, ab 
| Nrengib is made perfect in weakneſs, I pray thi 
WW. .. according to thy almighty power, ſtrengthen me aui 
ii grace, that I may by thy help be enabled to th, / 
Vvꝛercome this fin, this luſt, this vanity.  -+ . . WW", 
Da, If for want of taking heed you cha 
do be Obertaken, and fall into any kind-of f 
-* - then plead the mercy and goodneſs, of 6 
and the merits of Chriſt, for your pardon, thus 0 
e Þ F +8. © 
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The Saint's Exerciſe. "49 
ſhorff O mo? merciful, gracious,” and loving father, ia 
\ a ri, I humbly entreat thee, for his bitter death a] 

alone loody paſion's /ake, that thou wouldft pardon and for- | 
walk: ve me this fin, and 22 me grace to f ein by 
oftei 1-2 repentance, and to be more watchful ouer my hear: 
r, ani ” for the time to come. r 


bout} Whenſoever you think upon your M Pella 
ies, Mons and defilements, then plead the MRnefs of 
e in Pod thus: 1) © LO. * 
g for O not Bely, holy, holy Lord God of Sabbaoth, wyhs © 
leanWr? of purer eyes than to behold iniquity, I pray thee 


butes i away my fins in the blood of Jeſus Chriſt, ſancti- 
my nature ; purify my conſcience fram dead works. 
But to be ſhort, if you are under any doubts or 
id Mars, or under any kind of affliction, then plead 
e wiſdom of God, that he would work all things 
bout for your good. | agg 
Alſo when yon are going to read, or hear. tlie 
Word of God, then plead God's truth and faithful 
(s, that, for his truth's ſake, he would give bu 
Nee to hearken to his counſels, obey his precepts,” © 
brace his promiſes, and ſtand in awe of his threat- 
Wnags.  —_ 2 2 3 
Lan, Once more when you are going about the _ ©} 
amy of prayer, and fin bed 8g Fe l and.. =. 
Wit for that duty, then plead the quickning ſpirit. $2 
and a God thus : | A 
O infinite, eternal and everlaſting God, who r 


- 


d, auh itſelf, and giveſt life and being 10 all creatures, aut 
ray thi the virtue of Chriſt's Reſurrectiar, will one d,. 


Wc the dead out of their graves; I beſeech thee allo. : a 


me W 

led to eve ſame virtue, - that thou wouldſt quicken my" dead d 
all foirit ; ſuffer me not to bring a trad facts N 
u ch: Je 4 iving God ! but take from me deadneſi, f, 0 
id of. Mea drowſineſs, or what ſo hinders or indie 


.  Puicken me, I pray thee, 10 duly, and “ 
ei me, I beſeech thee, a new jpiritual+ . 
7 % 3. 8 n Thus N 3 


Ai 2 
* * * = 
L 


a Bis words into your-mouths, and teach, you {how t tg 


"Hell, rified and the damned, Chriſt in heave 


2 * 


"The Saint's. Exereiſe.- 
Thus I have aid as lain as 1 could! to 


co all, when you are going to pray, ol | 


1 you ſaw them before your eyes, as if ye 
2 bis glory, as if you ſaw heaven ani 


e for you. Such a believing fight : 
this will make you ſerious, and pray to purpoſ 
with all your hearts. Thus by fo lowing of the! 
fules you will, by * E obtain a 


* 


bent theſe things and the Lord give of © | 


. 


are the Lord's own words, poken by the 


doth hear, in the words of my text, Bthold, no- 4 
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1 0 NOW 16 bs Dy 
Time. Behold, now 7s ng Si 


of Salvation. 
J. HE occaſion of theſe words 1 riley 550 
the words immediately before the t | ich. 


the prophet 1/aiah Aix, 8. ſaying, 7 baus he 

thee in a time accepted, aud in a day of. Jabal Sr 
helped thee, Or, as it were, from: the worte Fe. Me 
the text, In à day of ſalvation have Ifugcout*@ ok 
And ffom thence the apoſtle takes e to 7 4 
us when that accepted time, and day af falywiohaa, — 
wherein God hears us an "accepts us; and that Kew! i 


A 


A 
1 
4 
is 
4 


oy” 
. 


the accepted time, behold 12 is the day: af. 


From theſe words I all OE; REY Fa 99 
| ſervation. 34 _ Wy non 2 40 | 

That the only gjeve co make war yn h 5 A i | 
and thereby to tain merey o, 4 
. this, preſent ſeaſon of grace; ; He. me pi end the = 


don acceptable time, for, Behale N 
ee. behold, now is the ddy N os. 1 
text affords. nee 4wo 11 5 hs 1 
$5 3 N 3 1 
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Second! „Here is the ſubje& matter to behold, 
that is, Now is the accepted time; and, Now is the 


Aay of ſalvation. | 

Firſt, Here js a double note of attention, Behold! 
| Behold}. Now to behold a thing, is to take great no- 
| tice fit and to obſerve it, and to 3 ; and 
| we maybe ſure, that whenfoever we are called 
| upon” behold a thing, it muſt be ſomething of 


very great concern. There are many things that are 
not worth beholding, for if you mind it, you may 
find it in the ſcriptures, that when any thing is 
mentioned that is of a greater concernment than o- 
thers, tis always brought in with this note, Behold! 
As Jer. 1. 12. Behold, and /ee, if there be any ſor- 
| row lil unto my ſorrow. A matter of great con- 
 cernajent. So John i 22. Behold! the Lamb of 
”. God hat taketh away the fins of the world; and ma- 
ny others. Now there cannot be a matter of great: 
e concern than this in my text, that now i, 7he 
FKekeested time, and now is the day of ſalvation, A 
hing which concerns our winning or loſing of heu- 
ven for ever; a thing which concerns our everlaſt- 
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ing peace, Or our everlaſting woe; that now is the 
„time, when if we in earneſt ſeek for mercy, we may 
have it; now is the time, when if we ſeek aud de- 
j fle See pardon and ſalvation, we mall be accep- 
ted but -afte 

. 5 kregting, will be in yain. Now what can be more 
worth our. deholding than this? Tlis 1s u matter 
lich "concerns. made and it is of the greatelt 


2 Ge 402 "AP 44) 9 ach 
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oncernment in the world; therefore this"Fequtires 


of it; Bebal2! Bebo? 


| . Ne, Zohold:now is the of ſalvation. © Now 
lit accepted time, and the day of ſalvat 
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rwards all our praying, crying and in- 


2 double hote of Attention, and to put us in ind 


1 „ | 
And fo.! Pas, Seh, from che note bee, to e 
the ſecond general part, the ſubje& matter co:Sebo/d; . 
arg bat alfo Is double : Behold now is the e . 
5 Now, ng”! tea 
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| and Day of Salvation. l * 53 


words, yet in ſenſe ey are one and the ſame, | 
the accepted time is our day of ſalvation, and our 
of ſalvation is the accepted time ; wherein, if we 


unfeignedly ſeek the Lord, and turn to him by-true 
repentance, we ſhall be ſure to be accepted, par- 
doned, and ſaved ; For, Behold now tis the accepted 
time, and the day of ſalvation. © 99 
Now in the further proſecution of this ſubject, I 
ſhall proceed after this manner. - | 


Fir/t, I ſhall ſhew you, that with us there is ſuch 
a time as an accepted lime, and day of ſalvation, 
Secondly, I ſhall ſhew you the ſeaſon when this. 
arcepred time, and day of ſalvation irt. „ 
Thirdly, The reaſon of it, And, 
Laſtly, The application 
I thall begin with the 51 
wich us there is ſuch a inf whe 3 
And firft, in reſpect of the fallen angels, who never 
had ſuch a ſeaſon of time allotted them. Alas“ 4 
they committed but one ſin againſt God, and that 


and ſhew you, that 
und day 'of Julbatiuu. 


but only in thought, and yet for that one . fin they 


were thruſt out of heaven and reſerved in chaĩus of 


darkneſs unto the dreadful day of judgment. They. 
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fere 


ature 'of angels, but the ſeed of Abraham,” 
VI. 16. 5 34 fade EPL 
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being once fallen, had never a day of falvation/vÞs -: 
them, they never had one moment of ule © 4 
allotted them, upon the improvement of Whie e 
might have been reſerved to mercy. "Therefore . 
they ſhould pray and cry, and entreat the Lord ne- 
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ea, There is with us ſuch à time, an acbpB þ 
damned fouls that are now in hell. * Tis true" the © 
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8 The Accepted Time. 


— 725 3 dear! 
i. devils being once fallen, never had mercy offered his f 
mem, they never had one minute. of time afforded 8 
them to work out their ſalvation, whereas theſe 8411 


damned wretches once had mercy offered them, 
but they deſpiſed it; they once had a day of 
ſalvation, a time wherein they might have been 
accepted: alas! they had many a call from,» 
God, time after time, many a fecret motion had ! 
from his ſpirit ; they once heard many a ſermon, 1 


—— — — 
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and enjoy'd many a ſabbath; God waited upon is the 
9 them time after time, year after year, whilſt they + 85 
continued in their rebellion againſt him; but alas! 4 Sc 
alas I they finned away all their precious opportuni- {| © * 
| 120 2 . arcep 
ties: All this time they might have been accepted, 7 
il if they had turned to God in earneſt. But lol Now o. 
we day of grace is concluded, the door of hope is | on, 
if. for ever ſhut againſt them, now they axe left in a | "** 
far more miſerable condition than the fallen angels < af 


are in; for ence they had a ſeaſon of grace put into d | 
| thejr hands, but they wilfully ſoft it, and trifled it * 


1 away; long did God wait and call upon them from TEE. 
one time to another, by his ſpirit, and by his meſ- 


©  ſengers ; but they wearied out his patience, grieved 


nis ſpffit, deſpiſed his meſſengers, abuſed his good- Sac 
- meſs: Alas Fein, will never have ſuch conſide- faith 


 Tations.as theſe ts torment them, as theſe damned quick 
ſeouls now have, Bt a1 
and t 


Et  - Thirdly, There is ſuch a time as an acccepred time, | 
2 day of ſalvatiorf, in oppoſition to what ſhall be caſt i 
wich us hereafter ;-if we let it ſlip, when we come 
do helt we ſnall be in the ſame miſerable condition Now 
ui thoſe damned fouls are ip, that are already 
dere, Confider, that men being created in & holy} © 
and righteous; ſtate, and we being fallen, I Godoy -* In; 
had not found a way for our recovery, we Rad been 1 
lleft in as miſerable a condition as the lot anger 
were. But God, of his unſpeakable mercy, nf VE 
Win tender love upon loſt mankind, and gave n 


his tender love, hath given us terms of reconcilfa-» - | 
tion; agree therefore with him quickly, before his! af 


dF to the officer, the n 8 
40: be-caft into the priſon. of hell, and there muſt lie ix 
D - 4K bet | C 3 KT © 


: 


and Day of Salvation. 8 
dearly beloved ſon to ſuffer and die for us; and for” 
his ſake he hath afforded every one of us a day of 


grace, which if we duly improve in turning to God, 
in receiving of this* his ſon, as he is offered, we 
mall be accepted, pardoned, and ſaved; but if we 
ſquander away this precious ſeaſon, in following va- 
nity and foolery, in ſatisfying our luſts, and pleaſ- 
ing ourſelves until the door of mercy be ſhiut, our 
damnation will be far more great, than if we never 
had ſuch an opportunity put into our hands. This 
is the firſt head, there is with ſuch a time as an ac- 
cepted time, and day of ſalwatipn. | 
Sccondly, I ſhall ſhew when this accepted time, and 
day of ſalvation is; that is, it is now: Now is the 
accepted time, and now is the duy of /alvation. The 
{tle doth not ſpeak it inthe future tenſe, that 
don after will be an accepted time > Tho' yeu conti- 
nue in your ſins for a whille, rebelling againſt God, 
grieving his ſpirit, and provoking him to wrath, 
yet if you turn toGod hereafter, you ſhall be accep- 
ted; no, but he ſpeaks in the preſent tenſe, behold, - il 
now is the accepted time, all mankind are in a miſe- 
rable ſtate by nature; and it is now that the terms 
of mercy are offered you, and an opportunity f 
grace put into your hand. Mark what our Savieur -Þ 
faith, Matt. xxi. 26. Agree 'with thine aidver/ary 
quickly, whilf thou art in the "away c n ; 1 — | 
at any time the adurrſary deliver thie' to the yuipes - 
and the judge deliver thee to the officer, guss 
caſt into priſon ; verily I ſay unto thee, thou halt tor 
tome ant thence, till thou haft paid the utmoft farthing..- i 
Now God is our adverſary, for we are all by nature 
enemies to God by reaſon of fin, but yet God, off . 
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juitice has ſeized upon thee, and thou be deliver! 
vil, and then thou ſhalt by him 
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55 The Accepted Time, 
extream and intolerable torments, until thou haſt 
paid the utmoſt farthing of God's juſtice, which 
Cannot be to all eternity. Oh! therefore agree and 
| make your peace with your God quickly, whilſt 
8 thou art in the way with him: And now you are in 
i a fair way with him to be reconciled, for he offers 
you terms of mercy, he hath ſhewed you in his 
word by what means you may come to make an a- 
| greement with him. 2 Cor. xx. And if God fo 
earneſtly deſires our reconciliation with him, in what 
a fair way are we then with God, to be reconciled, 
But continue in your unconverted fate, and in your 
enmity with God, a little longer, until the ſeaſon 
af grace be at an end, and God hath ſhut againſt 
vou the door of mercy, then God and you will be 
irreconcileable for ever; then all your prayers, 
-4ears, and endeavours, mall never be accepted; then 
nothing remains but. the priſon of hell, and to be 
caſt there to remain for ever and ever, Therefore 
"8s * ſaid to Job, fo ſay I to you, Job. xxii. 
"21, "x OW. elf awith him, and be at 
. feace, | $7 Krebs ood (þ 4 unto thee, for behold 
now is the time * 78 mayeſt be accepted. But 
more particularly to ſhew you when this accepted 
time, and day of Jatvation i is, it is now, in this life; 
for there is no making our peace with God after 
death. Therefore ſaith. Solamen, Eccl. 9. 10. 
„ bat ſacuer thy. Land Andeth to do, do it with thy 
iel, for there. zs no: quork nor device, nor ee 
bor aui/dom in the grave, awhither thou goe 
fi | Now, through God's grace, youn ma mn 
il yet you are enemies to God, you may Wo wes 
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2 doncd; if yet you are in a ſtate of damnation, . you 
| may be brought into a; ſtate of falvatian;. but When 


| - ace death. has * ee ha vor e , ; 


will- be unalterable for ever: 1 


| of bim that ſent pay + whilt.c 5 25 fr the 16 


' 20 man Can work, Is 


A 


 ciled; yet, if you are u, —_— you may be par- 


aft " But yet, tho? the time of chis life” be the acceited g 
ich — and day of ſalvation; yet every time of a 
ind man's life, may not be an accepted time with him; I 
11ſt for with ſome the day of ſalvaticn laſteth 2 all their 
in life leng, and with {ome it Coth not; therefore 
ers well might the prophet cry out: Tha. iv. 6. Seek ye 

his the Lord while he may be found, call on him while be 
a- near; fer there may come a time, that the Lord 

ſo | will not be found, tho he be ſought never fo dili- 
hat gently, Heb. xii. 17. 1 ſhall* therefore ſheu you 
ed, Pom me certain ſeaſons of man's life, which if we Bl 
our F | have but wiſdom to know them, | and grate to im 
155 2 them, I need bus little 11 chan name 
In "= 
be Firf, The time of youth i is the acce ted time. 
ers, Remember. thy creator in {he days of, thy ** 45, 'fays 
nen Solomon, Eccigſ. xii. 

be Secondly, The dhe of health, and Rrefi th is the 
ore accepted time. In he old Law, that whic was offered 
X11, up in ſacrifi ce, WRig! yas torn, blib or lame was 
' at not a cepted ; this Tthews,. that thoſe” who" Tp. 
old | the belt of their ak, od ſtrength in- the wor 
But | the devil, and then tak to Pe theinſelves 19 to 
bred God, when ſickneſs, lamene „ ang, feeble old ahi 
fe ; comes; 5 muſt never, look. ro be Acce ted; >, 'God 
iter not be put off with the” wibs 16: vin „ 

10. 1 'hirdly, The time of the ebe 

thy time. . ermahee bade. 
ge e . 155 dene rtunities, 

5 ſe are the 5 Hy, of ſa lyation, for now not 
ed; 2 Ron ſoon (£1 A DI 1 Or. Fang gl ect | 0 yt of 
bY 91 Drs 20d tak E: from FE the, lis "of 1 — | 
ar- „then theo ities o 198 at an 
81 bh 5 b, 1 TR One 17 5 ; 
. in fi ne Jef = 
nn 225 e jy - y | Rh 915 calls 7 
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red to Naw#s dove, which Neaß ſent out of the 
ark, aid it returned to him again and again: but 
when he ſent the dove out a third time, it never 
returned to him more. So the ſpirit of God, hath 
tits goings and comings ; it comes at one time into 
the heart of a ſinner, and ſecretly calls upon him 
. , to repent and become a new creature: But the ſin- 
ner Perhaps ſtiflles theſe oor motions, quenches 
dhe ſpirit, aud continues ſtill in his finful courſe of 
fe. Then, it may be, the ſpirit departs, and then 
„comes again and again, and at laſt, the ſpirit 
| 2 often reſiſted, and grieved, he is provoked 
fFnally to depart, and never trouble him more; 
and then grace is departed and he is immediately 
delivered up to a hard heart and a reprobate mind 
that ſhall never repent. And when once he is 
brought to that paſs, then all the ſermons, and all 
dlee prayers in the world, will never do him any 
1 Oh! therefore have a care of quenching 
F. - \ and grieving the holy ſpirit of God, when it ſe⸗ 
”  cretly ſtirs and works in your hearts; but be care- 
ful to obey its motions, leſt the ſpirit being griev- 
cen, wi ws itſelf finally, & never returns more; 
a2 then your accepted time and day of ſalvation will 
\. have an end. Now with us there is ſuch a time | 
2s an accepted time, and day of /aFvation ; and that} © 
por theſe twb reaſons. - I ſhall but juſt name them. 
_... Ep, That thereby the ſaints might have occz- 
fon for ever to magnify the free grace of God 
chat he hath not left them to periſh in their miſera 
dle ſtate, but hath offeredthem terms of mercy, 'an« 
[hath put an opportunity of ſalvation imo thei © =: 
Hands, and hath given them grace to improveat- {| _ 
eee, That thereby thy wickedneſs f , 
lleſt without excuſe, for there is never a "damned - © 
bool in bell that can plead this, that they never <<" 
ka day of grace. O! it would be a great feen . 
. E N 0% © oo TOTS NY N. al! 
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of their torments if they could plead ſo. Alas! 
there never was man or woman ſince the crea- 
tion of the world, but hath had a ſeaſon of grace; 
there was never any that yet lived, be their rA 
ſhort or long, but who, before they die, have mer. 
ey offered them, and an accepted time to ſeek it 
In. Therefore the wicked ſhall be left without ex- 
| Cuſe : nay, it will add much to their torments to 
cenſider, that they once had a ſeafon'of grace and 
ſalvation, and yet wilfully loſt it. O let every one 
therefore, both ſmall and great, behold and con- 
ſider, That now is the accepted tims, and now is the 
day of ſal vation. EDN . 4,12, 
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6% The Accepted Time, 


de APPLICATION. .: : 
1 „ uſe that I ſhall make of this, ſhall 
I bea a uſe of terror to all ſuch as ſquander and 
W Sie away the precious ſeaſon. of grace and ſalva- 
tion. Friends, you have heard that God's ſpirit 
will not always ſtrive with man: God is not bound 
26 wait all a man's life long. If God continues 
waiting from one time to another, and yet you 
turn a deaf ea: to his calls, and flight his Warn- 
|. ings, and will go on reſolutely and e Area 
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an your ſin: O read and tremble, in chat dreadful 
place of ien Prov. i. 22. to the end, Mark 
here how lovingly God expoſtulates with wick- 
ed men, ſaying, How Jong ye fimple ones, will you 
Tout iniquity 3 and ye ſcorners delight in ſeorning ; 
und ye fobls hate knowledge * And then ſee his lo- 
ving call and invitation, verſe 23. Turn at my re- 
. proof. And alſo his gracious promiſe. Behold 1 
-* will pour out-my ſpirit upon you, I rwill make known 
my words unto you, But yet all his loving expoſtu- 
lation, invitation and promiſe, eee. nothing 
with them, they would run on in their evil courſes 
| for all that; therefote ſee what God ſaith to them 
now, verſe 24. Becauſe I have called and ye refu- 
ed, I have ftretched out my hand and no man vegard- 
, but ye have ſet at nought all my counſels, and 
could none of my reproof, I will alſo laugh at your 
calamity, and will mock when your fear cometh ; wohen 
fear cometh as a whirkwind, when deſtruction and 
Wl anguiſh cometh upon them; then ſhall they call upon 
We, but will not anſwer ; then ſhall they ſetk me ear- 
5. bat all not find nc; they hated knowledge, and 
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proverb among us, 
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When he would he ſhall have nay.- _ 
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A not chuſe the frar of the Lord. It is a common . de 
He that would not whilſt he may, 5 8. 
1 | This was the very caſe of E/au ; he was hunting, 5 1 
nud following his fleſnly delights, W — 1d 
VV 


zall he found no place for repentance, tho' he beſought 
and it carefully with tears, Heb. xii. 17. Now God may 
va- call men to turn and be ſaved, both by his word 
irit and by his ſpirit, and they will not regard; but 
ind when this their day of ſalvation is ended, and th 
ues come to lie upon their death bed, O then will they 
you cry out, Lord pardon me! Lord, ſave me! Mercy, 
in- Lord, ſome mercy for Chriſt's ſake! But God may 
fly juſtly anſwer them, No, ſinner, no mercy to be 
ful had, L once offered thee mercy, but thou abuſed it, 
ark therefore now the door of mercy is ſhut againſt thee 
ck- for ever. | # . 
you 2. My ſecond uſe ſhall be for matter of encou- 
; | ragement to ſuch who are willing to accept of the 

. terms of mercy, but yet hep off thro? doubt and 

re- fears. DES ire 45 tf > 
111 O, I am afraid my day of falyvation is paſt alrea- 
wn | dy; and if ſo, all my cadeavours will be in van, ! 
ſtu- ſhall never be accepted. _ ( 
ing nſw. Te anſwer this, I will give you this one 
rſes | mark, whereby you may know whether your da? 
em of ſalvation be paſt or not. You ſay that your dax 
efu- of ſalvation is paſt, if ſo this is a good ſign it is not 
d- paſt , for. thoſe with whom their day of grace is paſt, 
and they grow ſenſeleſs of any ſuch matter. Again, 
zour | dan't you 17 ſometimes godly motions, tirelpg in = 
hen wu hx the ſpirit ?. Don't you find in you ſometimes _ 
and I row ſor, ſin after it s: committed, and a geſire 
por 40 Jeave fin? Don't your, heart ſometimes nielt when. | 
. Je heaf the word, preach' 6?" Have you not ne 
and Np Dunes ney, creature © ; If. to, then Your + 
non J. ede is por. yor PAR 5.9% thoſe with whom 

weir day of grace 15 paſt, are „wen Mer. to, 6 aſe- 

en. duet ett. that a6 ned w: 
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calling him to repentance; ſo he was rejected, for t 
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„„ 7 2 Accepted Time, 


Nemo this is not thy caſe, as yet; fo now, up, and ; 
eloſe with che terms of My whilſt the day of ſal- cer 
vation is Jengthened our. be 
Q but, ſays another, it may be I am none of ne 
God's elect! and if ſo, then all my endeavour Te] 
will be to no purpoſe. WO 
Anſeo. Whether a man be elected or not, that i; wh 
not in his power to know, and therefore he ought ru. 
not to meddle with it: but you muſt . underſtand 
that God decrees aright fo» thoſe whom he hath} ex 
elected, he hath abſolutely decreed that they ſhall tic 
be juſtified, ſanctified, and ſaved; but thoſe whom Pr 
God hath reprobated, ke hath not abſolutely decreed o 
that they ſhall be damned, but he hath left them to m. 
their oon choice, as Adam and Eve were, and lot 
© therefore their damnàtion is wilful of thenidelves ; - th 
but whether you are elected or not, if any ſo fpeak, ve 
if you repent and be converted, you ſhall be ſaved: fr 
if not, you ſhall be damned: as many as do periſh, ea 
do not periſh. becauſe they were not elected, hut be- fo 
- cauſe they would not uſe the means in order to m 
: "their ſalvation. A 
O but {you will ſav) it may be, God will not 7 
ie me grace to repent, and without his grace 1 
can do nothing. ar 
2 Know, for your own encouragement, Ie 
war bock you, and every one elſe, enjoys a day off 4 
- © Falvation'; 3 this day of ſalvation 1s time of 4 ff. YE 
| tance, as ; well as time of 8 * the tr 
premiſes of Chriſt, Mar. vii. fall . 
ave, ſeek and yt Hall And, ef and it 1 mt en- 
vv 4% unto v For every fone that aſketh 5 4 
|. and he that ſeeketh, findeth,: and to bim chatte 
| '* knocketh'it ſhall be opened. h 1 
5 55 ' Mark, Ckriſt ſpeaketh there nothing? cok "Gf 
4 but ever eee e a 2 
ſeeketh and kn or grace, | 25 
7 _ that in foaſon, whit * e ; 
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of ſal. certainly be heard and accepted: But then you muſt: 
be ſure to ſcek in ſeaſon; for ſeeking out of ſeaſon 
ne of never yet found ſucceſs. O ! if Eau had but fought: 
wourY repentance in earneſt, when God called him, and. 
would accept him (but he ſought for 'repentance 
hat iz} when the ſeaſon of repentance was gone) and that. 
ought ruined him for ever. 
rſtand Laſtly, Lo conclude all with a word or two of 
hath} exhortation. Be exhorted as you deſire the falva-- 
ſhall tion of your ſouls, to conſider and improve this- 
vhom precious ſeaſon of grace and ſalvation in working: 
creed out your falvation Fefore it ig too late; Ol it 1s 
m to moſt dreadful to conſider, that as God hath al- 
and lotted us but one ſmall. portion of time to do all 
Ives; | that ever muſt be done for- eternity and it ſhould: 
zeak, | vet be ſquandered in vanity. and fookery... But, 
ved: friends, whatever you fee others do, do you in: 
riſh, | earneſt lay hold on this your day of ſalvation be- 
t be- fore it is gone. Seek ye the Lord now whilſt 'he: 
er to may be found, and call upon him whilſt he is near. 
| And whilſt others ſpend their time in feaſting and 
not rioting, and in the pleaſures of the fleſh, do yu 
ce IM fpend your time in faſting, praying, repenting, 
3 and ſuing out the pardon of your fins, and making. 
your peace with God. And if you do thus, then 
at laſt; when time ſhall ceaſe and be no longer, 
vou ſhall hear that bleſſed welcome pronounced: 
trom the meuth of Chrift, Vell done thou good and” 
faithful ſervant, enter thou into the joys of our Lord.. "i 
4 bo 52 the Lord of his infinite mercy grant unto us 
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And diligen: ly read it over and over again; and 
'* - when you have done, enter upon a ſerious conſide- 
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12S » before 1 it be at an end. 
In my lat treatiſe, concerning the aticpted tine 
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Rev. x. Verſe 3, and Part of Verſe 6. Þ 1. 
4 Aud the thx which T ſaw ſtand upon the Sei fron 


„ und upon the Earth, lifted up his Hand 77 . 


wards Heaven, - littl 


5 | oY fware by bim that liveth for ever and ever 5 
* Oc. thai there ſhall be time 1:0 longer. wot 

_ Bloved friends and neighbours, I deſire you 1 0 
i B all to take this ſmall treatiſe into your hands 5 


tation of thoſe, matters which are contained in this v 
book, and lay them cloſe to your hearts, and "by 
hope It will hold on this golden ſeaſon W grace, Tr: 


"/aluation, I was forced to leave out ma 


"my. thing 5 2 are of very great weight and con * | 

| es "ornnten: becauſe they could not all be containe 115 
za ſe mall a diſcourſe : And it is great pity A * 
doch weighty matters ſhould 1 000 
„ Merefots/ pon farther confideration 6f it, . ba ſpak 

' | here entered upon another ſubject, which ig ton 55 

WW cerning the end of” time, and the beginning of eterni og 
JOS i do e thro*' God's aſſiſtance, oe that 

| concerns whi was | 

| 224 1 ou dend * acer 90 
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grace, it will be the winning of many fouls, and 
bring them to God, who now ſquander away their 
time in mere vanity.: and that I ſhall do from Ne 
words of the angel, ſwearing with a loud voice, 
him that liweth for ever and ever, That time gell * 
Y no longer. 
7 Now from this place of feripture 1 might lay 
down theſe particulars : Ta | 
6. IJ. The deſcription ' of the Perſon that thus 
ſwears, It was @ great gud mighty angel came down 
Seil from heaven, verſe 1. 
id 1 ½ II. What was it he held i in hay hand : It Was A 
 Flittle book open. 
er, UI. His geſture; he flood. | 
IV. His manner of tanding: it was with one 
foot upon the earth, nd the bther upon the ſea.” 
V. The loudneſs of his: voice ; It. eng Af. oof as. 
when a lion roareth.. 

VI. As he ſpake : He liſt up! bis hands CO 
heaven, 

VII. He ſpake with an oath: "He ſwore * 

VIII. The perſon by whom he ſwogars: tk, 
by him that liveth fer ever and cer. 

IX. And Laftly, the matter of his oath; or * 
words which he Ne, that is, that there n 
time no longer. 

But I wall * them all by, and inſift oily. 5 
Ie lift, which are the wor, 4 that this great and 
mi ohty _ uttered, and confirmed by: an oath, 
Wand fware by no lefs than the great and glori 
W God, by Jim that livith for ever e 14 
Fr. ſpake. them with- an exceedin Die al The | 

of words Are theſe, thar there ß 5325 L Be ti ; 
"The doctrine that 1 K raiſe Ho ATI 
* 5 7 nk of his world, at e and 
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end: and for time to have an end is a thing im- 
poſſible. But to take the words in their true ſenſe 


1. What time ſhall be no longer. 
2. When time ſhall be no longer. 
3. The reaſon why time haty be no longer. 
And then, Laſtly, the application. 

In the firſt place, I ſhall ſhew you what time 


ſhall be nd longer, and in doing of this I ſhall an- 


ſwer an objection which lies in my way, that is, 


How can that be? Some may fay, that at the laſt 


day time ſhall ceafe and be no longer : Whereas it 
is ſaid, that then nothing ſhall remain but time, 


and that time ſhall wait upon eternity. When al! 


things in the world ſhall have an end, yet time 
ſhall remain ſtill. Time runs parallel with the 


1 8 of God, it never had a beginning and never 


all have an end; time and eternity are linked to- 


gether; ſo that we cannot ſpeak of the one but we 


muſt ſpeak of the other; time was before all milli- 


ons of years that can be thought, and it ſhall re- 
main throughout all ages to come, even to all e- 
1 ä 

Now to anſwer this: When the angel ſwears 
that time ſhall be no longer, he doth not mean 
time conſidered in itſelf; for that ſhall remain as 
long as eternity endures, and ſhall never have an 


and meaning, it is an opportunity of time, which 


at the laſt day ſhall ceafe and be uo longer, 


„ ſhall name fome of thoſe opportunities of time, 


which at the end of the world ſhall ceaſe and be no 


I. The time of nature ſhall be no longer; 1t was 
the promiſe of God to man after the fall, Gen. 8. 
22. That as long as the earth remaineth, ſeed tima 
and harveft cola and heat, ſummer and winter, de 


Hand nicht [hall not ceaſe. But at the end of the 
World, when the earth, and all things emporal, 
ball be diſſalved, then all theſe ſhall 


- 


temporal, 
ceaſe, Jad 


. their fins ſhall never be 
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be no longer: To every thing, ſaith Solomon, there 
is a ſeaſon, & a time ts every purpoſe under the fun, _ 
Eccleſ. iii. 1, 2, 3, &c. à time to be born, a time to die; 

a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which © 


is planted, &c. 


But at the end of the world all theſe ſeaſons and 


opportunities ſhall end, and, be no lon 
there ſhall be no more opportunities of planting 


and gathering, no more _—_ 


all opportunities of nature ſh 


no longer. 


II. 


- then 


„no more reaping z 
then ceaſe, and be 


he time of our abode here upon earth ſhall 


be no longer; at the end of the world heaven and 
hell ſhall contain the world of men and women ;. 
either in heaven or hell we muſt abide for ever, 
but here we ſhall be no more. 


David prays that God would /pare him, that he 


s * 
— 
- 


may recover his ftrength before he goes hence, and be 


no more; Pl. xxxv. 13. 


That is, be no more in a 


mortal ſtate in this world. And Job vii. 9, 10. 
At the clouds conſume and vaniſh away, b be tha 
goeth down to the grave ſhall come up no more; Ble. 
Hall return no more to his houſe, That is, his, habi- 


tation in this world, and h 
ſhall know him no more. See 


If a man die, he ſhall live 
hve again in another wor 


joys, or everlaſting torments, bu 
hve again in this world. e 

tribulations, ſorrows,. A 
afflictions of God's children ſhall be no lohger';- 


III. The time of the 


1a, 


nr, 


"als 


lace up n earth, 2B 
Jeb xiv. 14. 
That is, he | 


either in everlaſting 


t be 


ſhall never 
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now they are perſecuted by wicked men, now: | 


are ſliphted, mocked at, ſcorned and abuſed: a0 


they, have many a temptation eo ſtrive againft,'now 


the devil torments them with doubts and fears tha. | i 
pardoned, that God ill not 


de favourable unto them. Alas! they ar fall W 


endute many forrows and calamities both vitwatdly--. i 
oF TTT 
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"Sh children of God will alſo ceaſe and be no longer. 

. ſures of wicked men ſhall he no longer: Nov 

| wicked mey live many a merry your, they run 

5 ©, many e merry meeting; now they can laugh 

r play away their pre- 
" 


[1 v * * 
4 
. ' 1 
4 1 
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lee a dreadful ſentence pronounced againſt the 


| Chap-'5 


in their bodies and inwardly in their ſouls ; but at Ward. 
the end of time there ſhall alſo be an énd of all Nom 
their ſorrows : Then Cod ſhall wipe away all tear; Wihall 
From their eyes, and there ſpall be no mere death, nei. (Lo 
ther ſorrow nor crying, neither ſhall there be any mor: #1, * 
pain; for the former things are paſt away, Rev. xxi, ll. 
4. Then they ſhall never more be perſecuted by N viel- 
wicked men, ſhall never more be ſubject to any ſand, 
fickneſs or diſtempers, or any kind of miſeries; arp 


then there ſhall be no more complaining, by rea- ers, . 


ſon of their outward miſeries, nor yet by reaſon of N 
their inward trouble; ſaying, can, theſe fins be 
pardone1? Is there any mercy for ſuch a wretch 
as I am ! Will God ever ſhew me any favour ? No, 
there ſhall be none of theſe complaints heard in 
heayen: For when time mall be no longer, then 
all the ſorrows, miſeries and aflidions of the 


IV. The time of the proſperity and finful 855 
o/ 


ink, and game, pf al 


Ficus time: nch they feaſt and 


s if they Were to live for ever; but when time e m 


ſhall end, and be no longer, then there ſhall be an nd. 
end of their mirth and jollity. Look in Rev. xvili. 
and read the chapter throughout, and there you 


whore of Babylon : She exceeded in riches, ſhe was Wow. 


enge in. purple and ſeartet, cd gecied nith gold NL 


nd precious ſtones, and pears ; and be. 
2 abominations and flihins/s .of 1 


wes fid! Pu. 
7 fornica!rans. Pas 
8. She lived in all kind of pleaſing, 
za dreadful woe, pronounced agnunſt hers $ray 
7. Leal how much ſpe hath len fd "bet 955 

8 


but: there: 
chap- xvii, 


e and lud deliciouſly ; Jo much torment and Herre Pile 
Flut her, for ſhe /aad in her heart, 1 fit as Que Wes 
ad Ni | enn ee eine 958 | 
1 
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and Beginning of Eternit, 


it at Nd know no . Therefore hall her i 
f all come in ohe day: death and mourning, and ſhe 
car: Ni hall be utterly burnt with fire; for ſtrong is the 
„ei- Lord God who judged her. And after that, xviii. 


more zi, 22. 4 mighty angel took up a flone like unto a great 


xXi, ¶ Aill.ſſone, and caſt it into the ſea, ſaying, thus with . 


| by N vielence hall that great city Babylon be thrown down, 
any and all be found no more at all. And the voice 


ries ; Mharpers and muſicians, and of Pipers and of trumpet- 


rea- ers, ſpall be heard no more at all in thee; and 30 
n of NaN nan, of whatſoever craft he be, ſhall he found 
s be ſary more in thee ; and the ſound of a mill. ſtane Hall 
rerch Ne heard no more at all in thee, And the light. of a 
No, Nandle ball ſbine no more at all zu thee, and the waice 
d in J the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride Hall be 
then {Heard no more at all in thee. | This is the very caſe 
the ff all wicked men, they have their pleaſures 1 
er. Helights upon earth. Go 70 now, ye 'rich men, apecp 
lea- ſnd how!, for your miſeries that ſhall come upon. you, 


ow Fath St. James, Chap. v I. 5. Te that bawe 8 8 


run I pleaſure, and have been wanton, you have Hou 
augh g. vouy hearts, as in a day of Sen ut wh 
pre- Dune ſhall be no longer, * there ſhall be an ea 
ame, pf all their mirth and Jollity ; then there mall be 


time o more ſinging and rejoicing, no more ſeaſting 
de an nd drinking, no more playing and gaming, uo 
viii. ore muſic and dancing, all theſe .Pleaſufes and 
vou leſhly delights ſhall have an end, & Pe no longer. 
t the V. "The time of the goſpel mall be ig longer; 


ow. we enjoy many a n FP r many 


gell ¶ ſermon opportunity, many a ſabbath opportunity; - 

1 of any a lagramenc bie but at een 'F ig SE. 
21088: ie all 0 theſe opportunities wall de 8 Oe 

ure, Pere; then chere ball be no  MOre. pres by 1 
Sad oy Aying, no more abbath nor ſacfaments ;* A ers 
{het 


, 12 e and enjoy ments; 0 a0 © 
| don and mercy ic nere no more I 
215 of Chriſt 280 avatioh': il tele $47 . 
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74, and laftly, The time of God's patiend 


and forbearance ſhall be no longer ; God hath re . 
ſolved that his ſpirit ſhall not always ſtrive with w! 
man. And faid God to his people Iſrael, Rap. x u. 
12. All the day long have 1 firetched out” my: 5 * me 
uno a dijobedient and gain: api my peoples Now God ve! 
ſtands day after day, ſabbath after ox track an 

er 


year after year, proffering mercy to rebellicus g 
ners; now God waits long upon ſinners, eve de: 
all the day long, that is, all the time of theif Vr 
LY viſitation, all the time their day and ſeaſon 
_ ' © " grace laſteth : whilſt ſinners are wearying his pati ſon 
egnce, and grieving of his ſpirit : Now God call and 
and calls aloud, both by mercy and judgment, boi wat 
by his word and ſpirit, by loving - expoſtulation [ 
and earneft intreaties to ſinners, to turn and be {| why 

| wh ved, faying, Turn Ye; turn ye; why will ye die be 
will ye not be made clean ? O when ſhall inte 

Spice be! Naw he entreats you to come and be n I 


3 to him, now he offers you grace and me that 
y, and entreats you to accept it. wor 

Bur at laſt, when the day of grace ſhall be ſpen Gac 
ind time at an end: then Chriſt's grace and mei afre 

>" oy will be offered to ſinners no more; then God ten 
e and forbearance will be at an end: the] put 
Lis ſpirit will no more ſtrive with men; then th{] of t 
© hall have no more calls from God to t * and men 
. no more tenders of Chriſt and ſalvation, I ven 
more proffers of grace and mercy ; for then ſhall i the 
a end of God's patience and forbearance of 24. 
Alle and invitations: At the end of the wor mig} 


all theſe opportunities of time mall ceaſe and | 


10 1425 | In 
thus for the firf particular, What ons þ PE 
35 uo longer; it is not time oonfidered in it , ee 
the opportunities of time that ſhall ceaſe: wakes | that 
4 3 * 


DB longer. - 
e . -M ſegcnd particular is to Res $$ 
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into theſe three heads. a 


= andi grieved with the filthy com 

: therefore they earneſtly pray. that | 
= 1 'haften the .conting of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. * 
e chat 
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* 1 * 7 1 
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and Begins Eternity. bu - 
world.; at the great and dreadful day of judgment, | 
when. the whole frame of nature ſhall be diſſolved, 
when the ſun ihall be turned into darkneſs, and the 
moon into blood, and the ſtars ſhall fall from hear 
ven, and When the power of heaven ſhall be ſnaken, 
and when Chriſt ſhall come in the clouds with pow». 
er and great glory, to judge both the quick and tage 
dead; it is then the angel ſwears by him that liveth 
for ever and ever, that there ſhall bs time no longer. 
But as for every particular man, when once his ſea- 
ſon of grace is ended, and when he comes to die, 
and to take his fli ht from time to eternity, then 
with him time ſhall be no longer. 0 
III. The third thing conſiderable is, the reaba = 
why time ſhall be no lon Now there might 
be many reaſons added, Pa I will reduce em all 


1. Time ſhall-at laſt ceaſe aud be no longer, 1 
that there may be a total end of that which is the 
worſt of evils, which is fin. It is fin that grieyxes 
God's ſpirit, wearies his patience, and crxeifſes 
afreſh continually the ſon of God, and puts him ôo f. 
den to open ſhame. Therefore God will at laſt 4 N 
put an end to time, that he may at laſt eaſe kimſelf - 
of theſe great evils: God complains of e 
men, that he is preſſed with their wicked wa . 8 
ven as a cart is d with ſheaves. But, 4 Þ | 
the Lord, I vill eaſe me of my adverſatitr; Ha. om 1 7 
24. God will at laſt put an end to time, chat he © $ 
night * ag A e fab the \ «+ | 

aunts themſelves, en . vexed | 
nioation. of the 3 


ceaſe and be no longer, for = 
6 8 for hs fulfth 2 oh 


re might be an end of theſe finful lays. - -* 
2. Time ſhall at hy 

# the lake of God's ef 

* en. W 
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Mark what's our bleſſed Saviour faith to this 
' pole, Mart. xxiv. 22. Except thoſe days ſhall h 
_ſportened, no fleſh ſhall be ſaved; but for the elec; 


o 


ſprave 
heir 1 


ip for 


3 Jake theſe days ſhall be ſhortened, Now there may Thi 
de many that miſinterpreteth Chrift's words in ti; ho /ong 
lace : For, ſay they, the world was at firſt to lab f Go 

x thouſand years, two thouſand before the law, Noretol 


two thouſand under the law, and two thouſand un- ent, 
der the gofpel: and from thoſe words of our Saviour Noberbe 
| Chriſt, 7 hat for the ele@'s ſake theſe days ſhallbe ſport. Jomes 
ned, they fay that much of their two thouſand years bro! 
under Chriſt ſhall be cut off, and ſo the time ſhort- MWonſeqi 
| ened; but who can tell this, that ſo long a time the uniſh! 
| world was to endure, and much of that time ſhould Mould 
be ſhortened? The ſcripture reveals no/ſuch thing, If grac 
the world 1 may laſt ſix thouſand years, the laſt duy anki1 
may come at. the end of ſix thouſand years, or * Il put 
+» © may come ſooner; that none can tell, jt may be me in 
nearer than we are aware of : For of mT — nd icked 
n 4 that hour, knoweth no man; 0 not the- gelt in blaf 
He 


aden, nor the ſon, but the father only, ver 5. But * 
duſe 


while 


Fou are to underſtand the meaning of ourSabiour's, 
words here, thus : Except thoſe days ſeal be Jhorten- 
ea, that is, except there comes an end, of thoſe dr yet 
days, ne feſb ſhall be ſaved.; but for the cles Jake, perſ 
” there. ſhall come an end, for if thoſe days are, Hot | miſer 
EE "ſhortened, there would never be an end, but £þ d to 
world would: continue for ever: And 1 there Th 705 leaſure 
neverbe an end, "then there would never be a ow Udrer 
01 judgment: & if there never be a day of re Pa i 
r „chen there would never he A, reſurrection, 758 1 
tthete never be a reſurrbxi en, then the bodies of ept 0 
. elect ſhould for ever lie pocten | in their, grave A 12 od ca 
then indeed no fleſh ſhal be ſaved. Indeed chat 
. death their ſpirits; are faved; but exce et 15 , 
an end of time, no fleſſi c A be ſave Ct 
by the eleck's ſake, th aue end 6f ti ns, 8 
wherein their bodies 110 2 "6ut ef 1 


* . h "grave „ 


| and Beginning of Eternity. 73 | J 


raves, and they ſhall then receive the fulneſs of 
heir reward, which God hath promiſed, and laid 
ip for them in heaven. | 17 iS 
may Thirdly, and laſtly, Time at laft ſhall ceaſe and be 
this Ne langer, that there might be an accompliſhment 


lait f God's threatning to wicked men: For God hath 
aw, Noretold, That he will bring every work into judge- 


nt, with every ſecret thing, whether it be good, or 
bether it be evil, Eccl. xii. 14. But if there never 
omes an end of time, then wicked men ſhall never 
ear; e brought to a reckoning for their evil deeds, and 
ort-Fonſequently they ſhall never come to their full 
the Duniſnment, Therefore it is neceſſary, that there 
»uld Mould be an end of theſe opportunities and ſeaſons 
f grace, that there might come a time wherein all 


ing, 

day ankind might receive their fall reward, or -their 
r it ll puniſhment, according as they have ſpent their 
bel me in this world. God will not always ſuffer the 


icked to proſper, he will not always let them alone F 
i blaſpheme his name, to perſecute his ſaints, to 

But rophane his ordinances, to grieve his ſpirit, to 
irs, Puſe his goodneſs ; tho? God bears with them for- , - 


Inger, and when the ſeaſon of mercy ſhalt be f 
— Tee 


of Rildren; and puniſh the one in everlaſting 

ont ents in hell, and reward the other with 

a Joys in heaven. That they 

e epr of mercy in time, whilſt it is offered I? 

Ani od called upon them, and intreated them ta 
dn might at laſt, wheit time ſhall Be mah meet 
Mme | | '. ** 
f ö ate to for merey, when God 9 
oe ' "regard them, . "IT Far we 1 | — * r 3 
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_ - Now for theſe and the like reaſons, . at 1; 
ſhall ceaſe and be no longer; therefore, the ang 


fears by him that liveth for ever and ever, oy the 
gall be time no longer. 


| The APPLICATION. 


th 
Shall now go on by way of application, a = 
1 there are ſeveral uſes that I mall raiſe fre 22 


thence : As, 
I. My firſt uſe ſhall be an uſe of inſtructic the fo 
1s it ſo, that at the end of the world, time ſhall | N 
| longer? Then from hence we may learn, th 
when time is at an end, eternity will certain * 
begin, both eternity of happineſs to the ſaints, at 
eternity of torments to the wicked. When on 
thoſe opportunities of time are at an end, then 
*X Sollow- an infinite duration of time, that "hall neuf 
bade an end, Oh! how this will increaſe the j E 
of the ſaints, when they are entered into their jo 
ful place above, to think what a vaſt ocean 
1 zime is before them, what infinite millions of. mi 
[| lions of years, yet {till their joys are but beginnin 
add are as fen to them, as they were at their ef 
truanece into them: And, Oh-! what hell of he! 
will this he to the damned, when they cor 
into that place of torments, to think what a v 
of time is before them, to endure thoſe ta 
opts in, whar infinite millions of millions of yea 
> A have to lie burning in thoſe helliſh flame 
after ten hundred thouſand, thouſand 1 
+ on of years, they ſhall be no nearer to an end; ui 
eee minute, nor one moment nearer to an er 
ey were the firſt day they entered into then 
P == Bay, they ſhall be ſo far from ending, that t 
| "JW de ever but beginning! And, Oh ! what at 
2 of hells will this be to the damned, to think u 
this ! Oh! Wy; ROE? Oh. vale et 


0 Aa 


nity ! what heart can conceive, what tongue can ex- 
preſs the duration of it! If we count as many mil- 


graſs, and grains of corn that is growing, and has 


a grown ſince the creation of the world; and then add 


to them as many millions of years as there have 
been living creatures of all ſorts from the beginnin 

of the world, and ſhall be to the end; and likewiſe 
add to them the number of the duſt of the earth, and 
Ihe ſands on the ſea ſhore : Now to one's thinking 
Wall theſe millions of millions of years never will run 


, nor to the beginning of eternity : Eternity is 
Wan infinite duration, that ſhall never, never have an 
nd. 7 8 
II. My ſecond uſe ſhall be a uſe of reproof : Ts 
t ſo, that at the end of time this golden opportu- 
pity of grace will be at an end, and time ſhall 
eaſe and be no longer; and after this ſmall ſcant- 
ling of time, there follows an eternity, either of joy 
or torments. Then what ſhall we think of thoſe that 


that which is worſe than nothing! All the time that 
offere that time 


Woſts, grieving his ſpirit, deſpiſing his mercy, and 
Fouling his goodneſs. : „ 


0 "Wart of their precious. time in drudging + * 
'f 4 vorld, in taking pains, and in Jabouring to get 


and leave it behind them: They can riſe early 


ad work, and eat, and drink, and ſleep ; an 
x. UBhat 3s all that they can mind: they: Ctr Waser 
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lions of years as there are ſtars in the ſky ; and 
then as many millions of years as there are piles of 


Noot; yet for all that, we are not come to an end, 


God is pffering them Chriſt, grace. and icercys' and . 
allin Fr them to repent, and accept of mercy. 
d, Al y waſte in following their 


 Itgle of this world's good; and it may. be, as 
Jon as they have got a little together, they die 


- . 


Wquander_away thoſe golden opportunities, in doing 


A great many among the poor fort \hen a great 
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at they have an immortal ſoul to look after ; that "A ; 
n | mY 1 they A 
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they have an eternity to provide for ; they carfſÞf th 
ſpare no time for theſe things, that are of the 
greateſt concernment. Again, others there are w 
cat have more time than the poor ſort ; yet oh eme 
bow dreadful it is to conſider how their time i rom 
ſquandered and waſted away] ſome ſpend much eſfonce 
their precious time and day of ſalvation in dreſſing 
and decking themſelves up in gaudy attire, in 
pride and wantoneſs: And this all the time God 
1 is calling, wooing, and beſeeching people, both by 
'F bis word and ſpirit to repent and turn, and accep 
of Chriſt and mercy. He offers them better 
. "ſweeter, and more durable pleaſures, than theſe 
earthly delights, if they will but hearken to hi 
calls, and return. Nay, that which is ſaddeſt off 
all to conſider, is, that the Lord's day is propha 
ned, whick is the moſt precious ſeaſon in all th 
week, a day to be kept holy to the Lord, in which 
wee are not te think our own thoughts, nor ſpeak 
© "bur own words; but we ſhould ſpend the whol: 
day in the worſnip of God, in reading and pray 
| ing, and godly conference, in doing and - prepa 
king ourſelves for eternity. Gs | 
——— 'Gn that day eſpecially, above all other ſeaſons 
od calls and earneſtly intreats finners, both b 
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WL is word and ſpirit, to come in, and cloſe with th 
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-, -offers'of mercy, and proffers to help them, if the 


dent e 


3 - will but turn: And yet, tho' that day above ink t 
others is the moſt golden pe of graceſÞough 
yet a great many do fo ſquander and waſte it awa Item 


after a ſad rate; they r go to church, an ontab 


lend their cars awhife to the word, and zhen em 
ſoon as they come but of the church, they fink in 
& - difcourfing about their worldly affairs: Nayz i Neem, 
many great families, they waſte their precicus tin 5 
Ina DE It would grieve an god Rem 
and devout chriſtian, to behold bow che. Lord en. 
ay (as well as other ſeaſons) are waſted by: man Atem, 
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f them. They indeed join together in going to 
hurch to hear the word preached, and fo far they 
lo well enough; But then afterwards, when they 
ome home, there is ſcarce any thing ever heard 
rom them concerning the ſermon they heard, or 
oncerning the matters of their ſouls, but the eve- 
ing of the- Lord's day, as well as other times, fil- 
ed up a great part of it, with their vain and un- 
avoury diſcourſe, in laughing and jeſting, in tel- 
ing of ſtories, and what news they have heard that 
ay. Oh! friends, what à happy thing it would 
de, if you would but on the Lord's day, and now 
nd then at other times, when you are together, 
nter into ſuch ſerious diſcourſe as this, and ſtrive 
y your winning talk to help one another in the 
ay to heaven; then you will ſpend your time 
ell indeed. But in reproving others, I kad need 
lſo 222 myſelf, for 1 am certain, _ I have 
njoyed as many precious opportunities of grace, 
moſt of you have, but I 206 waited the great- 
| part of dem in vanity and foolery, The Lord 
ive both you and I, and all of us, grace to im- 
rove our time better. T1 
Oh! what a dreadful account ſhall we make alt 
e great tribunal, if we waſte our time thus, woaeen 
e ſhall be called to a ſtrict account how we have 
dent every hour of our time ? what anſwer do we 
ink to make when there ſhall be ſo many items 


ronght ins REA Ef 
Item, For ſa mugli. time ſpent in vain and un- 


oftable diſcourſe; > ,,_-.. .... 323233 
Item, For ſo much time ſpent in fealting and 1 


inking. 


ee 3 | 
hem, For fo much time waſted. at cards and -K 
ti N 8 b - - © N — — 2 * 1 3 * . ; 35 
N ; * . « : b > \ co? — K 22. N a a , | "i 
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Baut, Item, For ſo much time ſpent in ſelf-exa. 
mination, in repenting, faſting, praying, and god- 
| ly conference : Oh . oy ſhall * 12 ab e bo ak 
{wer this before the great Judge? _ 
Now for pagans and heathens, who know not 
Bod, or a future ſtate, for them to waſte their 
times in fleſhly luſts is not ſo much. But ye that 
live under the goſpel, under the calls of God, un- 
der the ſtrivings of his ſpirit, under the offers of 
grace, in following our carnal delights, in deafen- 
ing our ears to his call, in grieving his ſpirit, and 
abuſing his gracious offers of mercy, for us to do 
it: Oh! how ſad and dreadful will our doom be 
gat laſt! we above all others ſhall have the hotteſt 
W- place in hell. Oh! it is a fad conſideration for 
wicked men to think 6f, that when they come to 
bell, ther they will cry out, Oh! that I had ſpent 
I. time better! Oh! that I had in time hearken - 
cee to the call of God, and obeyed the motions off 
his ſpirit! Oh! the many days and nights that I] 
have ſpent in rioting and drinking! Oh! the ma. 
ny hours that I l in playing and gaming! 
If I had but ſpent all that time in examining my 
heart and life, in faſting, in praying, and in re. 
pentiug, in weeping for m Las, in begging fot 
Ss - pardon and mercy for the fake of Chriſt, in friy 
Ang to help others with me in the way te heaven, 
and in labouring to work out my own ſalvation. IW' 
If I had but thus ſpent my time, where might! 
wm have been! I ſhould never have been her 
zn this dreadful place, but now I ſhould have bee 
amongſt yonder faints, rejoicing and triumphingg 
with them in glory: Oh! that the time paſt coul 
but be called back again, and the years that I hav” 
ſo vainly ſpent : Oh, now that I could be admitte 
once mere into the ;iembly of God's ſaints. Ob 
chat God would try me once more with the mean 
of grace (tho' ] lived on nothing but bread an,, 
4 . r |; 4 . 2 Water, L 
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and Beginning of Eternity. 29 | 
vater) Oh! how I would 'condemn the world * 1 
nd the vanities thereof. Oh! how ſtrictly, how 
oly, and purely would I live. Oh! it would 1 | 
2 one's heart even to ach, to conſider what la- [ 
entable outcries theſe damned ſouls then would 
ake. How often were they told, and told again, 
rhat would become of them, if they conſumed _..} 
heir precious time in fleſhly luſts and pleaſures? 
nd yet all the warning in the world would not pre- 
ail: Nay, if the meſſengers of God, and all the 
odly friends and neighbours did fall on theirknees 
them, for the ſake of Chriſt that died for them, 
at they would take pity upon their poor ſouls, 
nd forſake their wicked courſes and feok for'mercy' 
nd pardon before it be too late; but all the means Fx 
the world would not ptevail with them. And 
et when the time is at an end, and the gate of tor- 
ents is before them, then they'll wring their hands | 

nd gnaſni their teeth, and cry out, Oh! that God "il 
ould try me once more. Sure, if the devil did! 
Pot bewitch people, certainly they would never de 
they do. How Hen, ſaith Chriſt, would T h wwe 
athered yon together as a hin gathereth ber chickens , | © 
der her auingi, but you would not, Mat. xxvi. $14 
hope you will conifer of theſe things in time, Be? . i 
ore it be too late. eee 
III. My third uſe ſhall be of expoſtulation. Be- 
dved friends, you ſee here how the angel Awears by  -Þ 
im that liveth for ever and ever, how fim ae 
WW /onger. hat is the reaſon then that you wi I = 
ot be perſuaded to take hold of time, infecking of 
Percy and reconciliation from God, before it be too 
e? Oh! how lovingly God expoſtulates with his 
eople, Jer. xiii. 17. O. Jeruſalem, wil! bon 


l FE: 
Hot ver be made clean ? Oh ! when ſhall it once be 2  - * 
Oh Thus he expoſtulates with every ſtubborn rebellious: - i 


nner: Oh! ſinner; when wilt thou be made clean; 


yo hy wilt thou not repent, and be reformed ? How 
"| | D 4 8 long 
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long ſhall I ſtand offering thee Chriſt, pardon and 
ace, and thou not accept the offer? How long 
all I ſtand waiting for thy repentance, and thouſſ®"! t. 
continueſt in By impenitency, and wearieft my pa- 
tience; and will not turn? How long ſhall I Rand Ne Per 
proffefſng thee mercy and pardon, and thou de- her | 
ſpiſeſt it? What is the reaſon that no means will old. 
work upon thee? How often have I ſought to al. 
lore thee with mercies, and terrify thee with judg. r 10 
ments; and have given thee warning after warning, all ti 
and yet nothing will prevail? Is the loſs of thy im- of th 
mortal ſoul, the loſs of heaven and everlaſting life, wher 
po ſmall a matter with thee, that thou regardeſt ii Prec. 
no more? Is it nothing to endure everlaſting burn · Nof it 
ing ? Is it nothing to lie amongſt devils in the lake they 
of fire and brimſtone & For. my „I defire not 
= thy everlaſting miſery, but had rather thou wouldeſt 
in time accept of mercy, that thou mayeft be ſaved, 
If I had any delight in thy damnation, thou hadi 
been in hell long before this time: I had never 
od waiting upon thee ſo long as I have done, ſuf 
bt - ering thee to grieve my ſpirit, to tire my patience, 
do turn my grace into wantonneſs, trample under thy 
W- _- foot the blood of my dear ſon that was ſhed to waſh 
WW, . away thy fins, If I had delighted in thy damnation, 
I had never called upon thee ſo often as I have done. death 
oh! ſinner do I deſerve this unkind dealing at thy 
dad, that thou ſtill abuſeſt my mercy and good- 
neß When wilt thou return to me with a full re 
«  folation to leave thy fins, and become a new crea 
ture, and accept of mercy offered?) When ſhall tha 
time come?. Oh! when ſhall it once be? It is ſuch 
a time as would rejoice the angels to behold it. 8 
And, friends, is it not a great deal better to be a £99! 
joy to angels, than a laughing fteck to devils? Obe 
i friends, if all theſe loving expoſtulations will” gag, 


prevail with you, 3 know not What Will. 
8 " : " 2 5 ee. 8 . 2 PETE. 


, ” : , 
” # - ” 4 
= « 4 : 3 * LL I» : 7 dere 
: : : Y . - = N 33 - - „ 4 1 

as = 4 * , "4 * SPY 3 IV 5 2 . 
- - - 4 : ” m - i - 
CC 4”; „ CESS ooo 
1 is * * 8 FI . K 5 2. 8 7 8 £4 e | 
- | - * - 1 LY * $ * N * = . g ö 4 
4 „ . V- 4 

5 3 

0 * 5 - : o 


; . — — nntng of Eternity. 


| IV. My: fourth. uſe ſhall be a uſe of notive. If 
thou all thoſe. «xpoſiulations will not prevail, I will lay 
own feriqns:confiderations to move you to a timely, i 
Rang epentance.; and I will try what they can do, he- 
her by them” you will be ſtirred up to improve your * 
golden ſeaſon of grace, before it be at an en 
Confider,: firſt, how precious your time in this, 
world.is, it is far more precious than gold, for 
all the gold, all the riches, and all the zreafures 
of this world, cannot purchaſe one minute of tine 
it Sone and paſt : People don't know, h 


5 life when 1 0 
» J * ' 4 
leſt ii precious Meir time is, until they come to the. end 3 
burn. Hof it; when once time is at an end, oh ! then 


lake they E hat the worth of it is. Now, ſinners. 
enquire what they ſhall do to paſs away their time; 
time is ſo plenty with them, that they know not 
hat to do with it, tho' they have ſo many ſinful 
Juſts to mortify, ſo many corruptions to; ſubdue, . | 
ſo many fins to repent of, Chriſt to get an intetak 
in, and their pardon to ſue out, and temptations-; — 9 5 
o ſtrive againſt; fo much work to do, for God 762 

and their own fouls, and the ſouls of — — and 2 44 


waſhſnd yet they know not how -to ſpend their time: 
tion, AY, but when once they come to lie upon . — 
done Neath- bed, and ſce nothing before them but an 
it tutheter nity of miſery: Oh! then they would give ten 
200d- bouſand worlds, if they, had them, but for one 
11 re. ear, or but for one quarter of a year of that time 


hich they ſo vainly ſpent? Oh! if people did 0 
but know the worth of time, as much as they: III. + ag 
o then, they would away- their cards; 
and, digg, and other paſtimes, and they would | 
| ſpend. Herz minute of it to the teſt. advantage they ; 7 7 
Nas or} ſouls gtexnal. Welfare A 
1 0 FE Bn, Conkder h how, dangerous it fig to ſquandes wei "0 
> CELTS ur procigus time in /flefhly, luſts a 
"IEP pleaſares 5. may. be you chink of jrgpenting © Þ 
N 65 ene been your Gar- 2 
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bed; but who knows but that you y die ſud. 
denly, as many do, without the leaſt fpace to re- 
pent? and beſides it is madneſs for any to think to 
* do that great work in an inſtant of time: But ſup- 
| poſing you ſhould have a breathing ſpace at the 
day of death, yet who knows how ho ſeaſon 
of grace may continue: Behold, ſaith the apoſlle, 
| mow is the accepted time, behold, now is the day of 
WM  /alvation! 1 Cor. 6. 4. It is now that God calls, 
and offers you his ſpirit to aſſiſt and help you, and 


1 
. 
| : 


1 romiſes to accept you, if you will but come at 
bis call, before he hath given you over to your- 
WW ſelves. God, who offers you grace to-day, it may 
de will not offer it again to-morrow. I have read 
— a ſad ſtory of an extravagant young man, who be- 
ning often admoniſhed by his godly friends to re- 
pent and reform his wicked life, preſumptuouſly 
gave them this anſwer : That if, ' when he lay a dy- 
nini be did but ſay three words of repentance, he ſhould 
oll enough : Theſe three words I ſuppoſe were 
do be, Lord hawe mercy upon me. But on a certain 
nme as he was riding over a narrow bridge with 


mM 
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: 


. 
. 
: 
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wgaãſter ſtruggling awhile, he was heard to ſpeak theſe 
three words, Devil take all, Theſe were hi: 
three werds of repentance; it is therefore exceed- 
ing dangerous to put off our great work, until time 
is at an end. 3 | 50 
323. Conſider, that the ſeaſon and opportunity of 

grace is the greateſt merey that we can enjoy. It 
was ſuch a megcy as was never vouchfafed to the 
flallen angels. Thus God's mercies are renewed-to 
un every e And, friends, if you ſquander 
"I ” - and waſte away uch golden opportunities, 9d 
hack 7 into your hands, you trample unde 
_ ORE 


think that God w 11 bear this at your hands? 
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is horſe; his horſe {lipt, and fell in with him, and 


| feet 
the choxceſt of God's mercies; and' dd 5 


4+ Conſider, that your accepted time and. . 1 
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of grace is continually af —_ 
prove it well or not. Tic 


away, and will not ſtay or * MER YOU, 2 &fc * 
and eg of 
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ſup- lowing your ſinful pleaſures, 


the God's patience, but is contintally haſteming*awiy ; 
2aſon ¶ when once the fun is up, it keeps its courſe, and 
oltle, © never ceaſes going on until it is gone down; when 
ay once a candle is lighted, it keeps continually burn- 
alls, MW ing until it is done; when once a glaſs is turned, 
and WW it never ceaſes running until it is out; ſs ſoon a3 
e at Wa man is born, God does immediately put an op- 
our- Wportunity of time in his hands, and then it paſſes 


and keeps paſſing away, and never ceaſes running 


read I until it is at an end; one day follows another, 
be · N one ſabbath follows anothey; and ſo time keeps 
re- running on, until at laſt it will ceaſe and be no 
uſly longer. | | 
dy- | 


5. Conſider how dreadful your ftate will be at 
lf, if time ſhould he at-an end, before: you has 
made your peace with God: If whilſt you are fin- 
| ing away your precious time, God ſhould clap a 


— — 


3 
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with Neurſe upon your ſouls, and ſwear in his wrath that 
and Hou ſhould never enter into his reſt; and ſo that 1 

heſe {againſt you the door ef mercy for ever- O Nmba.ʒt 
his I dreadful condition would you be in then Oh!! 


hen had it been well for vu if you had newer 
deen born! Then you m en Wands 38 2 
ercy too late, as the fooliſh virgins did: Bapiang, 
Lord open unto us. But the Lord wal ſend you a- 
ay with this dreadful fentence, 7 '$#04s you t, 
ſepart from me ye workers of iniqutty us is the 
alt: dreadful place that is to be found in the gof- 
read and tremble at it, it is in Lale xx. 41, 
„nd be drew nigh to Jeruſalem, and looking a- 
bur it was with tears in his eyes) he wege on 
Fe /, 255 If thou” hadſt laoꝛon, even thous. 2 
ii ih day, "the thinge which belong unto thy": 
alon Wray! But now bey are hid. from tint cen. 
„ DG .- +. Met <2 
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ble of Francis Spira, ſo bat 
eech to make the ſtouteſt bei, 
rp of it: This Francis Wn 
Jig be was brought up, and Ie g 
hve&forty as and more in the Romiſb religion ; f 
about that time che ſun of the goſpel was riſen in Eu- Poira 
Wo. 79pe, and this new doctrinehe liked and loved ſo well, ſo go 
W -  tbat he forſook his Romi/h principles and embraced Nroun 
dhe goſpel of Chrift, and preached it firſt to his 
WW. neighbours, and then in public meetings to the 
whole country; inſomuch that he cenverted many 
from the Romiſh principles to the doctrine of Chriſt, 
and cauſeth them to embrace the goſpel, until he at 
laſt brought himſelf into great danger, in that he muſt 
either againſt his knowledge and conſcience deny 
Chriſt, or elſe endure the extreameſt torments that 
malie could inflit ; or elſe he muſt forſake his 
h . douſe and land, his wife and children, yea, his own | 
W--- country,”-and betake himſelf to a foreign country, 
= there to endure a thouſand miſeries: and he not 
kaowing what colirſe-to take; nor what to do, the 
ſpirit of God came to him and encouraged him to 
A Rand faſt in the faith of Chriſt, telling him he ſhould 
not ſet his hand writing to the legate, that Chriſt 
vas able zu defend him, and that tho? he did go to 
priſon, and to death, yet the eternal reward remains 
| 8 Fr him in heaven ; yet this miſerable man conſult- 
ing alſo with fleſh and blood, went and ſet his hand 
d che legate, and fo in part denied Chriſt ; and 
then be was fain alſo to 3 w Hal it _— 
own:country; and as he was going the ſpirit o un 
— dich Kim a ſecond Cor; ind he thought. he ed, 
Wl heard a voice ſaying unto him, Spira / Haji thor ps 
WW. wnhappy man given thy band writing to the legate ? WW 
.. /er thou feal it not in thine own country, Deſt thu 
think eternal life ſo mean a thing, as to prefer this pre-: 
ein life before.it ? Remember, man, that the ſufſtrmg 
Wo 2 this projent life is. incomparative CO 
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ſo Vat ſhall be revealed. If thou". re b = ? 
teſt briſt, thou Salt alſo reign with him. bau gn mot 


: 
OE | bl 
ncis er for what thou hafl already done nevarthele/s 
and e gate of mercy is not quite ſhut : O heap not f þ 


n; Wer fin leaſt thou repente/t when it be too late. N was" 3 
Eu- Poira in a wilderneſs of doubt, not knowing whather-- 
ell, Neo go, or what to de: At laſt he went and aſked ** 
ced Nrounſel of his friends about it; and they, without 

his ny conſideration, perſuaded him, that by no means 
the ie ſhould bring himſelf and them into any danger, 

any Mut that he would go to the legate, and perform 
riſt, Nhat he had promiſed. | 


Then in the morning he deſperately gets up, and 
unters the congregation, where maſs being finiſned, 
he recites the abjuration, word-for word as it was 
ritten. This done he was immediately fined thir- 
ty groom of gold, and then reſtored to his gods, 

ife and children; but no ſooner was he departed. 
han he heard a direful voice ſaying unto him, Thou, 
victed wretch ! thou haſt denied me! "thou; haft bro- | 
en thy vow Hence apoſtate  . Bear with tbut thy © 
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to ſentence of eternal damnaticn ! | „ 
uld . Immediately Spira, trembling. and quaking, fell. 
rift Minto a ſwoon» Help was at hand for the body, bunt 
> to Nnever could he find any eaſe in his mind, but was 
ains continually tormented with the ſenſe of God's wrath,” © 
_ Ie was captivated under the avenging hand f 
_ . e 
and . Then his friends began to repent, toe late, =* 
his 


ame to ſee him, all the paſſages that had Mappen: 


b 
heir raſh counſel. When he related to thpſ hat : 
p 


he ff, je made them a)! to weep and womb <defend; 
tho Ws 4 knew the ſentence of Chrift wes paſſed geinft mts * 
te 7 W-Anew that 1 Was utterly undone { Bk 9 MY 
thou Jpnued torment of his mind, and a continua Butehery: | 


2 . 8 : 
re- df Ris conſcience, then he proftſſed, the - 
ring hichar e in hell endure not the like\mifery: I E, 
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ore of thoſe reprobates that God would not have to be ſa- ſer 
ved ! And ſo continuing in this ſtate for fix weeks wh 

and more, he then at laſt ended his miſerable life in MW wh 

a dreadful condition. 2H F you 
Ils affure you this is the dreadfuleſt example that I WO be 
= ever read in my whole life; the Lord grant that ¶ and 
= none of us all may ever come to this. and 
5. And laſtly, conſider what a happy condition ¶ the 
Vvyou are yet in, that you may enjoy your golden ¶ pro 
| ſeaſon of grace, that God has not yet done calling, MWnor: 
= that his ſpirit has not yet done ſtriving, that his tim 
W- patience has not done waiting. 


O how lovingly did the ſpirit call upon Francis Wicra 
W  SOpira the fecal time, after he had ſet his hand 
=. writing to the tegate, and told him that yet the {Wyou! 
gate of mercy was not quite ſhut. O heap not fin Wh 
= — — fin, leſt thou repenteſt when it be too late. Wall y 
1 Dat was not the gate of mercy quite ſput? O Ne he 
what a comfortable word was that! As far as he {Wo-d: 
had gone in renvuncing his profeſſion, and deny- 
ing of Chriſt,” yet it was not too late, yet there foul 
was mercy in ſtore for him; and if he had but then 
obeyed the ſpirit, and had not gone any farther, Inain 
but repented of what he had already done, O what 
a happy man he had been for ever?! 
V. And laftly, I ſhall conclude with a few words 
of exhortation: I ſhall exhort you, in the words of 
i the apoſtle, : Redeeming the time, becauſe the days are 
evil. Is it fo that at laſt Time all be no longer? Nou u 
= "Then ſet me exhort you now wyely to ' redeem 
your accepted time; before it be gone; O ler 1b. 
timt paſt ſuffices,” wherein. we have wrought the qwill 
gene, Peter iv. 3. Wo 
Beleved friends, you have waſted enough and 
tos mech bf your time in the pleaſures of the fleſn : 
andinsthe works of che devil. O ! be perſuaded , 
for ie Loris ſake and for your oW-n fouPs ſake; WM. - 
do ſpend me ſhore remainder of your time in the 


ſervice af God, in working out your own ſalvation: 
whether alone or in company, yet ſtill be redeeming 
be redeemed by ſelf- examination, by ejaculation 


and when you are among company, tho? it be about 
the works of your calling, © then be careful to im- 


norant, reprove them that are ſinful : ſpend your 
another of the end why you were born, of your mi- 


ſerable eſtate by nature, of the ſufferings of Chriſt 
for your fins, of the ſhortneſs of your time, and of 


* diſcourſes fill up your time. Oh! labour with 
late. | 
O eo help one another to heaven daily, awhile it is called 
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whatever you are about, and whereſoever ye are, 
your time: When you are alone, then let your time 


and prayers, by meditations and r <4 
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prove your time well; inſtru& them you ſee are ig- 


time when you be together, in diſcourſing to one 


your future eſtate in another world. Let theſe and ſuch 


your might to win the ſouls of one another, and 
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wa 
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he 


; he e.-day : O what a happy work you would perform, 
2ny- If by your ſeaſonable diſcourſe you ſhould converta | 
here foul to God. | « A 
then To conclude: Be exhorted to ſpend the ſmall re- 
her, Nnainder of your time in praying, repenting of your . ” 
vhat Nins, and working ont your own ſalvation ; and then E 
at laſt when time ſhall ceaſe and be no longer, ou 
ords hall be received into an eternity of joy and felicity, _ 
is of {Where to live and reign for ever. 
are Conſider what hath been ſaid, and the Lord give 
er? Ju underſtanding. ö 
eem | | | N Py 25 . . » 
22 8 . K | 
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For a PENITENT SINNER 


On this SuBJecT or Discovssk. 
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il E- Moſt gracious, ot glorious, and eternal 
= Lord God; who art the Alpha and Ome- 
b 4 [5 the beginning and the end, the frſt and the 
ui! 


thou art God from everlaſting, anc thy years 

| All have no end; chou are righteous in all thy 
#3 25 Works; thou art of purer eyes than to behold the Jeat 
diu with an allowance ;, ſo that as ſoon as the angels 
had ſinned, thou didſt immediately caſt them down thy 
out of heaven? and reſerveſt them under chains of by ˖ 
darkneſs, under the dreadful coming of the great Wh 
day, without, affording them the leaſt opportunity 
of ſeeking peace and reconciliation with thee : But 
= haſt ſpared nie from one ſabbath to another and 
> waitelſ for my repentance :. yet neither mercies 
nor Judgments could work any good effects upon 
e, I made many promiſes to lead a new life, if it 
|: pleaſe thee to reſtore me once more to my 
er health, and then thou in mercy didſt try me 
„as it were. with another life: But then, "miſcrable 

/ i Wy (that, Lam, I returned to my old courſe of life, 
. in forgetting che promiſe which I made in my 
-\ ſickneſs: 8 7a, 54% ih day long thou haft ftretched out 
N Y E thy hand wnto me... But Oh; miſerable wretch that | 
am, H have continugd in my rebellion again}, we 
-quenehing : and grieving thy ho word 
- have fealed me unto the day o redem tions: 
ing thy patience, and abuſing thy mercy And g900y 
5 „ and turning thy grace into wantongefß, 
8 + what a wender is this, that ſuch a W947 Y 
=p . that 6 Kill thou e {1 nn 
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pecteſt my repentance: that there is hope that the 
gate of mercy is not quite ſhut againſt me; ſure if thou 
hadſt took any 1H pan my damnation, thou could*ft 
never have borne ſo much at my hands as thou haſt. 
done? thou wouldeſt not have ſuffered me to have 
abuſed thy mercy and goodneſs as thou haſt done : 
But ſeeing, O Lord, thou haſt ſpared me fo long, 
and ſtill continued to me the ſeaſon and means of 
grace, O Lord, I will never more ſpend my time as. 
I have done, in following the pleaſures of the fleſh, 
and grieving thy holy ſpirit ; and do purpoſe. aud 
reſolve? thro? thy grace aſſiſting me, to reſign myſelf  . 
to thy holy and heavenly will, and to ſpend the re- 
mainder of my time in obedience. to thy. holy law © 
and commandments; and to this end, O Lord, I 
umbly befeech thee to grant me the aſſiſtance of 
thy holy ſpirit, for of myſelf I can do nothing; and 
Jet this thy ſpirit mollify my hard and obdurate 
heart, that I may with ſorrow. bewail my loſt and 
jiſpent-time, and that I double my diligence for |. '-þ 
the time to come. O Lord, tho* I have long conti. 
nued my rebellion againſt thee, yet Lord, 1 beſezch — 9 
hee, caſt me not 4 at length, a miſerable fin- 2 
ner, who returns unto thee with an humble and pee 
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nitent heart: take not away from me thy holy i- 
it, tho' it hath long and often been N 4 
me: Say not that it is now too late. Lord n 
not againſt me the gate of thy mercy, lt not «/ | 
ſoul periſh, for whom Chriſt died : and if it be th 7 
ill that I periſh, Lord I have caſt myſelf down at 
e feet of Chriſt : and if I periſh, I will periſh -*-} 
here: Lord I beſeech thee give me grace that! 
ow prize this mercy better cba T have doi; " 
gie me grace to ſpeng my time in faſtingſg, 
eepenting, and labouring to work out my | 
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2 FR) an; ſo that at the laſt, when time ſhalt ceaſe 


vo longer, I may enter into an eternity ß 


ech. Theſe, and other mercies, Which 
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1 | go - A Confeſſion and Prayer, &.. 


thou knoweſt to be needful for me, I humbly be 
at thy hand in that form of prayer, which Cheilt 
himſelf hath taught me, ſaying, | 


= | Our Father, which art in Heaven, &c. 


II you know theſe things, bleſſed and happy are i 8 
you, if ye thus redeem now your accepted time and 
ſeaſon of grace; which that we may all do. 


- Thegraceof Far Lord Jeſus Chrift, the lowe of God ; 

the Pathet, and the ſweet torfortable fellowſhip 
of Ged the Holy Ghoſt, be with ut, and remain 
«*vith us, both now, and for evermore, Amen. 
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De 1 &: g 
ni JOSHUA's RESOLUTION 
„ 


x SERVE the LO R D, &c. 


an 


Foſh. xxiv. Part of Verſe 15. 
But as for me and my houſe, wwe e the Lord, 
HESE are the words op 10 lebe tribes 
of 1/rael : For having in this chapter de- 
clared unto them the many Benefit which God of. 
his mercy had beſtowed on them; as . e 
in verſe 13, in that he had given them a land they / ( 
laboured not for, and cities which they built not, 
and vineyards and oliveyards to eat of, which they + * 
planted not: Jeſbua having thus laid before: — 2 
eyes God's benefits, he in eſs 14, exhorts chem 
to offer unto God a thankful and obedient heatt 
for thoſe benefits which he had beſtowed upon 
them: Now therefore ſear the Lord and ferut bin" . 
neerity, as your fathers ſerved,” and: ds fert the 
ord, And ſo I fall immediatel upon the Words 
df the text, wherein we have theſe W Lomiders 
Ye - things. 255 ? 
, The freedom which Toba EY to 1 


od . 
ip 
ain 
en. 


e of Lſrael, in caſe they tefuſe to ſerve: 
* Bond, chat they will chuſe wham they 8 

72 eee, His reſolution onder iwer tit 
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en 5 3 — Ld 


. * ” % x ©, » * "hs ' 
., - * 
0 1 - © ” ” - " * 
1 = als 


* , 7 , f : 
* ad e 6 . 4 > ” ” * 
£7 ; » te” | ONE ix 
* * 6 
. _ : X a * ** 0 
. ( « « > ? Iz 
1 
* 1 


hd : «© % = \ = * = : 
4 —— 5 * , as # » : —_ - 


92 ]oſhua's Reſolution 


| Now in this ſmall treatiſe, I ſhall join theſe two 
5 together in this obſervation : That is, however the 
men of this world live, whatever they do, what 
ways ſfoever they follow): a child of God is fully 
bent and reſolved to cleave to the Lord, and to 
take care that his family and all under his charge 
walk in the ways of holineſs and piety. | 
Noa for further handling this ſubje&, I ſhall 
proceed after this manner. 
Fir, I ſhall ſhew you what the reſolution of a 
chriſtian is. . 
Seconaly, The reaſon of this reſolution, And, 
+ Lafely, Fhe application. ky * 
I. To ſhew what the reſolution of a chriſtian is. 
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alex his reproof and admonition, when he finds Iniſter 
that they will not be reclaimed, he, ** were, Ncourſ 
+. bids.them take their courſe, and chuſe whom they Wthat.i 
will ſerve, as Jabbua did the people of ral: But (draw: 
for his part he reſolved, with full | 


— — - 
\ „ 


5 and choofe him for his portion, and to fix 775 
**- himſelf, ſoul and body, 


g * 


bis: 
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t ſerve the Lo Rod. 93 


two Now the reſolution of a chriſtian is not a ſick⸗- 3 
the I bed promiſe, but a full bent and purpoſe of heart 
'hat WW to lead a new life. There are many that fairly re- 1 | 
ully N ſelve; we reſolve, but every weak promiſe is rot 
| to 2 full reſolution. Alas, how many are there, who | 
urge under · a ſharp fit of ſickneſs, or under ſome judg- 
ment ready to befal them, will promiſe what fair 
hall mew creatures they will become; what new lives 
they will lead, how holy and- how purely they 
f a vill live; but if it pleaſes God to ſpare them, and 
give them a time of reſpite, then how ſoon are 
theſe vows and promiſes forgot! Thus the child- 
ien of Ifrael, how fairly did they promiſe, Deut. 
is. v. 27, All that the Lord fhall ſpeak, we will ber 
Ire- WW and de. But though they had a tongue to promiſe, 
ate yet they had no hearts to perform; as you may _ ' 
ſee, verſe 29. O that there was ſuch a heart in them, 
ind ¶ that: they would fear me and keep my commanaments,* 
uly I that it may be well with them. But as for a ſincere 
ind and returning ſinner, he not only promiſes, but 
te- N he reſolves to yield up himſelf body and ſoul to be 
k- the. Lord's: yea, the whole frame of his heart is "i 
oſe I bent that way. As an uncenverted wicked ſinner | 
a- goes on in fin, with a full purpoſe of heart; even 
ind % a — ſinner, who is coming to Jeſus mw 
* Chriſt, ſerves him with a full purpoſe and reſolu. 
e tion of heart; and as a reſolute "ſinner neither 
eir minds mercies nor judgments, reproofs nor admo- 
an, Initions, neither perſuading nor entreating by mi- 
ids Iniſters, or friends, will ſtop him in his finful ©. 
re; Ncourſe; ſo on the other ſide, a returning inner, 
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ey chat is reſolved for Chriſt and holineſs will not be 
ut drawn back, neither by promiſes nor chatening s.. 
ur- Iyneither by frown nor flatteries Let his ſinful com- 
rd; panions entice him by ever ſo many arguments, he 
nor conſent, but he is fully bent and reſol vel 
er even and happineſs, whatever: it «ot hm; 

litherefore, ſeeing the weaknes of i s, 
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F - feſh, and his eternal inclinations, to be overcom 
- . the leaſt temptations, therefore he applies ty 
The throne of grace, and there pours out earneſt 
prayers and ſupplications, for the aſſiſtance of Di. 
vine Grace to ſtrengthen him im the inner man; 
he dare not truſt to his own ſtrength, he conſider 
how ſoon Petey was overcome, notwithſtanding hiz 
reſolution to ſtand, ſaying, JI ould die with 
tber, I wwill not deny thee; and yet (becauſe he was 
too confident of his own ſtrength, it pleaſed God, 
for his trial, to leave him to himſelf ; How ſoon 
ll 4 = he denied and forſwore his Lord 4nd Saviour ! he 
1 gan to xurſe and ſwear that be knew him not; 


I £73 Mat. xxv+,; Now, I ſay, a returning ſinner, conſi- 
dering this, Aares not reſolve in his own ftrength, 
but labours and endgavours by the uſe of all means 
co get ſtrength from heaven, and in the ſtrength o 
[- Chriſt he —— to go on towards the heaven) 
mark he aims at; he reſts not in any certain attain 
ments, but truly reſolves by the help of the divine 
grace, towards the mortification of the whole bod 
of fin, ang. for the attainment of grace and holineſ 
undo perfection. | E's 
And after he has done his beſt, yet fill he feel 
m !luſt to be ſtrong in him, and grace weak, therefor: 
he is more and more outrageous againſt his natur: 

_ _  Anchnatious/#and his eazneſt defires and endeavou 
are to be more and more humble, more patien 
more meek, more holy, and more heavenly; let the 
. the devil tempt him with riches, honour, long life 
And all earthly happineſs, on condition he tur 
back again into the way of fin, yet he will nd 
Field, but he reſiſts him with all his might an 
ſtrength? nay, though all the powers of hell, ub 
their utmoſt endeavours to draw him back, thoug 
| the fleſh entice, and the wicked world uſe all meat 
to diſedarage him, yet in ſpite of them all he ig re! 
alved; to go on in his holy courſe ? for werth4 
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death nor depth, nor any creature is able to ſeparate 


our Lord. Rom. viii. 39. 

Thus a fincere returning ſinner is fully bent and 
'Y reſolved to give himſelf up body and ſoul to the 
Jord: And the whole frame and bent of his heart 
is towards grace and holineſs. _ - 

This is the firſt thing conſiderable, that a chriſti- 


t o o . 

2 an reſolution is a full reſolution. 5 

© Secondly, It is a preſent reſolution he is not for 
3 


putting off from one time to another, as if he did 
he not care whether it was done or no. Even ſo a 
chriſtian, that is fully bent and reſolved after grace 
nnd holineſs longs and deſires the attainment of his 


way; and therefore he preſently ſets about the 
th o work without delay. Indeed, a hypocrite has many 


new creature ; but he delays and puts off from one 
time to another, being loth for the preſent to part 


There was one, Luke ix. 61. who made à kind of 


not for the preſent, he begged liberty-to 


om more to his ſinful companions, and take his, leave of 

57 them. Lord ſaid he, I will follow thee, but lit ne 
et th ge and bid them farewel which are at-home at wy. . 
1:6. Mouſe. This thews, that his purpoſe and reſolution 


than it was to follow Chriſt, and yet looking» back 


def life, he was not fit for the kingdom of  hea- 
deat "OP 1 Iege £4" 26 | 6 


to ſerve the Lokd. 9 5 


bim from the love of God, which is in Chriſt Jeſus El 


by 

= 
* 
fr 


holy ends, the whole frame of his heart is ſet that 
purpoſes and reſolutions to repent, and become a 


bod l with Gweet fin, with his beloved luſt, which ſhews | 
line( chat his reſolutions is not a firm and ſettled. reſolu-.. . 
| tion, his purpoſes are unſound and hy pocritical. 


21 1 A ” = 
- 'C l f 
W mp + 

— 34 ; 

— * — 1 — - . - 
—= XxX — — — AS. - - 
A CON SR NIE OT 

- 


JE reſolution to follow Chriſt ; but his refolation was 
once 


was not ſincere; he made a kind of reſolution to 
follow Chriſt, but here lies the: eaſe, there was not a 
thorough change wrought in him, he had not root- 
ed out his beloved ſin : the frame, aànd bent of his 
heart was more towards the following of his luſt, 


NS NE, 


with: pleaſure and delight upon his old ſinful-courſe 
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ven; as our Saviour tells him, ver. 62, No man handffthat 
= ang put bis hang to the plough, and looking back, is fi 
For the kingdom / God. 
Thus a wicked man, when he is intreated and 
= perſuaded by a miniſter of Ged's word, or by any enjoy 
of his godly relations, to prevent and forſake hi 
evil practices, and to lead a. new life, he perhaps 
under tlreſe godly admonitions makes fair promi. 
ſes, and has ſome purpoſes and reſolutions to re- 
pent, and become a new creature, and yet not- 
withſtanding. theſe purpoſes and reſolutions, he 
has many delays and puts off, becauſe his heart 
remains {till wedded to his luſt. The drunkardi 
i 88 that he will return and follow Chriſt; 
but he begs leave to go once more to the alehouſe, 
and take leave of his drunken companions, and to 
take one merry cup more with them, and then he 
will come and follow Chriſt ; he hath friends at 
bome at his houſe, and he müſt firſt go and take 
WE. his leave of chem, and enjoy a little more of their 
Jovial company, then he will follow Chriſt. The 
eobetous muſt have leave firſt to purſue a little 
more after this world's goods, and then he will! 
follow Chriſt. The voluptuous, muſt have leave 
frxtſt to partake of a little more of the ſweet of fin, he 
muſt enjoy a little more of his beloved pleaſure, 
bie muſt down with one ſweet morſel more, and 
then he will follow Chrift. FS & 
Thhas fin is ſo ſweet unto a wicked man, the 
world and the fleſh are ſo bewitching, that not 
wWo.ichſtanding a finner's fair promiſes and purpoſe 
t repent and turn to God, - by theſe he is hinder 
ae ed of putting any thing into practice, but procraſ: 
-- _-tinates and puts off from one time to another, ung. hin 
til perhaps, time is at an end, before he has done, wi 
any thing in order to his eternal ſalvation. | .- ſſſe he 
Baut, a chriſtian that is fullxand firmly. reſolve@ hin 
co dedicate himſelf to the Lo and his , Perry, 
* r > 6 © inf OKs 222 F: „ 1 | 
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that the whole frame of his heart is bent that 
way, he is ſo far from delaying and . putting off 
from one time to another, that he is ever reitleſs 


and and can find no contentment in any thing he 
auy enjoys, until he has got an intereſt in Chriſt, untit 
> hu ſhe has got ſome aſlurance of the love of God and | 
haps ſhe pardon of his ſin: it grieves him to the very - 
mi- ſheart, to think that he ſhould be ſo wild and fool - 
re- I, and to waſte ſo much of his ious time, as 
not- Ie has done in the fleſhly luſts, in abuſing God's 
„ heffmercy and goodneſs, and grieving his ſpirit, in 
reartWhat he has made à good and gracious God wait 
kardKpon him ſo many years, whilſt he continued to. 


n on in a courſe of rebellion again him. And 
berefore now he reſolves, throu 


id toiiſting him, from this timegforward, to bid an 
; -heFverlaſting farewel to his beloved fin ; he now fully 
s at 


ſolves to continue no longer in the ſinful courſe of 
fe ; he is ready to cry out with St. Auguſtine, 


all not this day be the day of my converſion? He 
erefore without delay ſets about the work of con- 


ork out his ſalvation. 


* 


* 


* ; | | gh 4 
andi Thirdly and laſtly, A chriſtian's reſolutipn is a ſet- 
d and deliberate reſolution. 


c6nſiderate reſolution to follow, Chriſt ; but he di- 


rpoleWe-ntly conſiders, er 
inder. What it muſt coft him be a thorough chriſ- 
og in ; the death of his beloved fin, he knows it. muſt 
T, 


t him, he knows he muſt part with every ſin, 
Jen with his moſt fleſn- pleaſing fin, for Chriſt, or 


ce, 
- thi 


En 
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erty, nay the loſs of Je NL 2 


the grace of od 1 


low long ſhall I ſay to-morrow, to- morrow? Why, 
ron: he now begins to labour, and ſtriyes to, 


Thus a chriſtian's reſolution is a refent reſolu- | ' | 


He doth not, as many do, take up a ſadden . 


he can be no chriſtian : and he conſiders it may 2 jj 
| him the loſs of his cxedit and good name, aue 
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© - © Arive, againſt it, to watch ag ainſt it, and fight, 


- but when the intereſt af Chriſt and their own inte- I. 


away. But on the contrary, a wiſe chriſtiap, before 
knows himſelf to be very weak, and cannot mo 


for ftrength 


- Jofs,of life itſelf; as he expects fo reign withChril e 
is 
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Now a penitent ſinner, conſiders diligently of al cn. 
things before he enterg apon his chriſtian courſe, 
left after he has gone far with Chriſt, perſecution fil h 
comes, and he apoſtatize and fall away, and ſo his} -: 


latter end be worſe than his beginning: What man, ble; 
| -.  Naith our Saviour, intending to build a tower, fitteth 
| not down fit, and counteth the coſt, whether be hav II 
| ſufficient to finiſh it, left haply after he has laid thi N 
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Now 

oundation, and is not able to finiſh it, all that behol, | 
4 begin to mock him, Luke os 28, 29. So whoſe at 
ever forſaketh not all that he hath cannut be my diſci 
le, ver. 33. Many have. one far with Chriſt, f 
far as their interelt lay with the intereſt of Chriſt; 


ne | 
able 


- * 


reſt is croſſed, then they have apoſtatized and fel 


he enters upon a nech life, firſt ſits down, and coun 
the coſt, he conſiders on Peer, how ſadly he, fel 
e her f had e Kim _ nine, notwith; .. 
Randing his ſtrong reſolution, ſaying,” IF all ou 

deny the, yet wolf not J. Therefore he dares nt 
to propoſe and reſolve in his own ſtrength ; for | 


one ſtep towards heaven without divine. aſſiſtance 
then he is day and night in earneſt, prayers to Gd, 

a and ſo in the ſtrength . 
Chriſt he is reſolved to run all hazards with him 


he is reſolved to venture all for him; to venture i | 


Joſs of a name, the loſs of liberty, and tl 


ſo he reſolves to chooſe him with all his offices, as 
prophet to inſtruct him, as a ſaviour to ſave hu. 
from fin, as well as ffom punzjſhment ; he is reſolvgl 

to cut eff his right hand fins, and pluck out i. 
right-eye fins; he is reſolved to ſpare no fin, but 


ht 
gainſt it with all his might; he is reſolved to BY 0 
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RY to ſerve the LORD "IF 


Al Chriſt ho all difficulties we” dangers, thro” ſuf. 
ie, ferings and perſecutions, thro? lite and death, un 
tion til he comes to reign with Chriſt in 
Thus have I done with the firſt thing conſlens 
ble, what theoreſolutiontr of a chriſtian is; 1 muſÞ be 
Very brief in what follows. 
II. The reaſon of the neceſſity oſ this reſbbedn. 
Now for a chriſtian to male a ſettled and: firny rec 
N ſolution is very: neceflary.. 
1. Becauſe that übe mani fets: a firm and full 
arſe reſdlutiom to turn to God, he is in / a ready way to 
t, Ofc} by every temptation ; he is apt to put off aud 
. his repentance from time to time, he is Rill 
ble ta give himſelf more and more liberty to all 
d felind. of wickedde(s; te let the- bridle: looſs'-to his 
Hiſt: nay, until a mant comes igtola full and ſettled 
eſolution, he lies in the ready road to open pro 
haneneſs, and to the neglect of God, and holy 
Putics. But when a man comes to a reſolved point? 


th my tongue, I will keep: niy mouth north BfA. 
2. This ſettled and firm reſolution is negeſſaby to 
dentance. A man may do many things in order 
worte of converſion, yet if he has not a ſettled: 
d firm reſolution · to turn to Gad he - might a8 $i 
ll-do nothing; hut When once 4 man comes co ſer. -, | 
a ſettled, firm, ſincere and hearty reſol um to- 
ave: fully and wholly to the Lord, —— 9 
Arg the faculties of his ſoul yoann (hep | 

Bs ant a h ny week 


ſboulffrhen the whole frame and bent of his heart is ſet 

5 uowards Chrift and holineſs, then there will appear 

or HMarneſt endeavours after the thi reſolved 1 1 
me This was the reſolttion — 0 N E 
DG Me u covenant with. mine "Phe ro 488-2. 
0 Wink pon a maid? At if h dad, PBthe 3 
Ach . and made! a: covenant} nwith wh/clf, . 1 
hing lies, to av, all temratbiant © fins why 'thets : 

ure 1 „un my/elf into Temptation#! Palm XXXIX. 3. # 
ent wd, Javill take beedto myf a rbat I ed ner 5 
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FP Sa B)j oſhua's Reſolution 
work . half done. All the other duties be ex 
of chriſtanity will ſeem eaſy and pleaſant. . Davii Þ farey 
reſolved and ſwore, and therefore he would perform: Ia firn 
. £ have ſworn, ſaith he, and therefore aui perform, ſay in; 
that I will keep thy Ratutes, Pſ. exix. rob. 1eVe 
Thus much for the doctrinal part: I ſhall be * 
. 1 ſhort in the application. Xt 
There is but one uſe that I ſhall make of this I ſolve | 
- point, and that ſhall bea uſe of exhortation : it is 
> ſo, that whatever the poopie of 1/rael did Tofbus 
Was reſolved that he and his: houſe would ſerve the 
In the firſt place, make a firm reſoluꝛion, to give 
up yourſelves to the Lord and his ſervice ;- let the 
men of this world dg what they pleaſe, if they willlfo 
not be reformed, let them take their. courſe ; iff 
they are ſo in love with hell and damnation, ſo 
that they will run headlong thither, let them rake 
their courſe. - 81 ns 
But my dear friends, into whoſe hands this litt. 
book ſhall come, do you ſincerely reſolve to givehati 
'Fourſelves up to the Lord, and his ſervice ; if other 
will be for hell, de you reſolve to be for heaven; 
whatever it coſt you refolve to cleave cloſe to t 
Lord, in oppoſition to the malice of the devil; thy 
enticements of the fleſh, & the temptations of thi 
wicked world. If wicked men ſhould entice & ſeel 
to draw you into ſin with them, do not yield, bi For m 
rather anſwer them as Jaſeph did his miſtreſs, Hor 
dan 1 do this great wickedne/s and /in againſt God 
Gen. xxxix. 9. If at any time any of your old fin 
ful companions do entice, perſuade, and intreſr they 
_ You to go with them to drinking, gaming, or anf 
'-- other vile exerciſes, reſolve with yourſelves Rete 
co yield to any of their perſuading argumemts 3 . 
bdour to obey the counſel of Solamen; My fon, ff ili 
-ners entice thee, conſent thou not, © os Shes 
= Redolve to take Chriſt in all his offices, in all 
8 | _-  intonvenienct 
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inconveniences, reſolve to run all hazards with him; 


be exhorted now, Without delay to bid an everlailing ' 


i4 | farewel to all your ſins ; and from henceforth make 
n: a firm covenant with thy body and ſoul to be his, 
n, | ſaying, Lord, I do here lament, and am heartily 


rieved that I have ſpent ſo much of my time in re- 


be bellion againſt thee, and in chuſing the ways of fin, 


but I do here, from this time forward, firmly re- | 
us folve co bid an utter defiance to all fin, & through 
1s thy grace enabling me now to covenant with thee | 


to be thine, and to forſake all that is near and dear 
he Yunto me in this world, for thy fake; I am refolved 

never more to yield myſelf ſervant to fin and ſatan, 
weſibut-'to watch apainſt all temptations whether of 
the Eproſperity or adverſity, and I do reſolve to take thee 


villfor my portion and happineſs, @promifing and vow- 
ilſſing to ſerve thee in holineſs and righteouſne 1s all 


, fofffthe days of my life; and I do here fully refolve to 
hooſe jeſus Chriſt as the way to the Father, and*to 
ake my lot with, anc to run all hazards with him, 


ation. 5 

Secondly, Reſolve not only to give up yourſelves. 
en e the Lord, but reſolve to uſe your utmoſt endea- 
ours, that all under your charge may likewiſe 


te Lord himſelf, but he reſolved both he and his 
ſeel R ould ſerve the Lor. SY e 
For my part I have been in many families, but I 
He ever met with but here and there one, where the 
Ge orihip of God and religious exerciſes has been ſet 


1 vongſt them. I may ſpeak it wit me enough; - 


rr they never regarded what became of their im- 
r/anWortal Souls. WS 

ner. Truly, friends, I am apt to think that there be- 
z g ſuch a multitude of prophane, irreligious fami- 
wes among us in Erg/ard, is a forerunner of ſome 


: 


Nerve the Lord: Zona did not only reſolve to ſerve” 


4 judgment approaching; for, if the ſcripture ba 
VV 3213-4, SSP 


elting upon him alone, in his way for ſal. | 
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the true word of God, fo indeed me -mutt-expeA 


ſome ſad calamity to befal us e're long, if there be 


not a ſpeedy reſotmation in houſes and families. 
See what a threatning there lies in the wort! of Ged 
-againlt-ſuch, Jer. x. ag. That the Lord will pour 
| out bis fury upon the beathen that now him not, an 
pon the nations ubat call not upon his name. By thea- 
then here is meant, all ungodly, arreligious fa- 
1 „er, Let us, the people of this land, have a 
2 that this ſentenqe be not pronounced againſt 
Many of late have complained of the badneſ 
ehe times. that trading is dead, money is ſcarce, 
and every thing is dear. But, friends, let chere 
de a thought of reſarmation in houſes and families, 
and then you will ſogn ſee as peaceable and happy 
times as ever were known ſince England has been 
inhabited. But if people will Wil remain to be 
._ Ipreligious and prophane in their families, I am a- 
ffaid chat ſome worſe judgments will befall us thas 
" gyer yet we have ſeen 0 haw can we expect delzver- 
ance from our enemies, and happy times, whilit the 
worſhip-of- God ãs ſo much r pes and E 77 
duties never 19garded . 7 „ 4 
Jo cpnclude: Von that are parents, mae 
and houſholders, if ever you defire. your own. good 
and a bleflipg ppan your families & underiakungs 


eſs, 
of G 
cerni 
to rea 
in pra 
ver 
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God, 
ligion 
in rea. 
and pr 
Your c 
them, 
your ( 
be eve 
and m: 
here, 
ſerve d 


my hou/ 


end the good of this nation, be entreated not 1d 


hear the word of exhortation; be e 
_ longer40 neglect the worſhip and i 


God i 


Four families, but as aHꝭ¶n as you — 4% 


and children fin againſt God, -reprove 3 | 
when ou fee them ignorant, inſtruct then. 
Let me council you to do this at e 


part unities, to catechiſe your children and ſer rang 


at leaſt once every werk, and inſtruct chem inch 
Principles of religion: every Lord's. day in the wür 
ning, call 


N 


* them earlier than you do on other d 
8 '* _ as Joon as s O07 dare done their nero buiY. | 


NOW; mn 


Lo ſerve the Lokp. 


& I neſs, before you go with them to the puhlic worſhip 
of God, read to them ſme private inſtruction con- 
cerning what they have read, and call upon them 
to read ſome of God's word, and then join with them 
in prayer; and after public worſhip call every one of 
them to an account, concerning the ſermon they 
heard, and ſtir up their memories with it, and edify 
fa. | chem as much as you can with thoſe good inſtructions, 
ea which the preacher has delivered out of the word of 


KK N 


nt God, and then inſtruct them in the principles of re- 


ef ligion: And conclude the evening of the Lord's day 


ce, in reading, and godly conferences, ſinging of pſalme, « 


ere and praying: and every morning in the week, call 
ies, (your children and ſervants together, and pray with 
py fthem, before they and yea go. about the works ot 
een your calling: and let godly conference and prayer 

bell be every evening's exerciie, before you go to ret; 
a- and make a firm and firong reſolution, as 280 
here, that let others ſerve whom they will you'll 
ſerve the Lord God of T/racl, ſaying, as for me and 
my houſe wwe awill ſerve the Lord, 
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A Prayer for a Family. I ber 


Moſt gracious and ever bleſſed Lord God, who can u 
art perfect in holineſs, and infui in all thy laſtin, 
perfections, look down from heaven we beſeech ther I of thy 
with an eye of pity and compaſſion upon thine un- dear 
worthy fervants, finfal duſt and aſhes; who deſire I ſins, 
at this time with all reverence and humility to ad- the fir 


Areſs ourſelves unto thee, to offer unto thee our pe- fake: 


titions and requeſts in thy fon's name; for Lord, I fake, 
we confeſs, that we are conceived and born in ſin, I thou 


and brought into this world a ſtock of . original blot . 
E;.' corruption, which wg have derived from our firſt I remem 
patents actual tranſgreſſions; and if that were not I in his 
enough to make us miſerable for ever, we have l ame 


FE: pore on all our lives in a courſe of actual rebellion Ius for 


Aga inſt thee ; we are naturally prone to all manner Lörd, 
28 , Har we are backward and averſe to any Igite u: 
thing that is good: Lord, we confeſs, as we have not th 
ron in years, ſo. we have increaſed in all manner that u 
„f evil, but we are backward and averſe to any 
ching that is good; Lord, we confeſs as we have 
grown in years, ſo we have increaſed in all manner 
pf fin and ungodlineſs, ſo that we have abuſed thy 
ſes "goodneſs, which ſhould have led us to repentance ; 
we have run wilfully into fn againſt the light of 


atify the fleſh, . Eau 
0 16] Rig 
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bl hee, Kom the love of all e. 


A Prayer for a Family. 105% Wi 


is to live to thy praiſe and glory; how often haſt 
thou ſtood knocking at the door of our hard hearts 
for entrance, but we have barred them up againſt 
thee by impenitency and unbelief? If thou, Lord, 
ſhoald deal with as according to our deſerts, what 
can we expect at thy hands but wrath and our ever- 
laſting condemnation ? But, Lord, thou haſt out 
of thy unſpeakable love towards mankind, ſent thy 
dear ſon into the world to be a propitiation for our 
fins, and by his ſufferings and death to take away 
the ſins of 4. world: We humbly pray thee for his 
ſake; and for the bitter death and bloody paſſion's 
fake, which we believe he hath ſuffered for us, that 
thou would'ſt pardon and forgive us all our ſins: 
blot them we beſeech thee out of the book of thy 


remembrance; nail them to hi croſs, and bury ther 
in his grave, that they may never riſe up againſt us, 


ſhame and confound us in this world, or condemnm 


us for ever in the world to come: and o this end, 


Lord, we humbly pray thee; that thou would'ſt 
gife us à true and lively faith in his wers; O let 
not this be an aggravation of our-condentnution, . 
that we have fal 

Lord, thay we may receive and emb 
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live and converſe with the 
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uch terms as he has offered to us in che goſpet. 7 99 
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and act here upon earth. And Lord, we humbly 
beg of thee, that thou would'ſt work in us a godly 
ſorrow for all our ſins paſt; let it heartily repent us, 
that we ſhould ever be fo vile as to offend fo good 
and gracious a God as thou art; grant, Lord, that 
we may put the knife of 'mortification to the throat 
ofour beloved luits t grant that we may learn to cut 
off our right-hand fins, and pluck out our right: 
ö eye ſins. O that thon wouldeſt be pleaſed to give 
us a new birth, and make holineſs to be natural to 
y us: mollify we beſeech thee our hard hearts, & write 
N 


thy laws. upon them: change, we beſeech thee, our 

[; - natures, renew our wills, and conform them to thy 
holy and heavenly will; and grant us the guidance 
. xox | aſhRance of thy ly ſpirit, that we may yield 
[!” *- hearty and fincere obedience to thy will; let us not 
2 3 allow ourſelves in the omiflion of any 
ſenoum duty; and grant that we may henceforth 
fight againſt fin, and reſiſt all the temptations of the 
.- devil, the fleſh, and the world, that fin more and 
woe dying and declining in us, grace and holineſ* 
„ way moro aud more grow; and increaſe in us, that 
. 8 one degree of grace to another, at 

laſt we may be perfected and gompleted in glory 
Ad, Lord, we humbly pray thee, that thou would'f 
” look with an eye of pity and compaſſion upon thi 
Fhuful nation unto which we belong. We muſt conſeſ 
© - we; have been a diſobedient and gainſaying people 
„t mercies would never win us, nor yet thy judg 


4 


/  . ments-awakey us, nor none of thy acts of providenc 1 


would any ways work upon us, but we have gone 6 
obſtinately in our rebellion againſt thee, ſo ths 


| mighteſt Ver this time have juſtly delivered us ap E 
£ prey to our. enemirs. Bleis, we beſoech thee phe © 
_ king's: majeſty doth at home and abroad, and gi. 


ff Him victory and ſucceſs over all his enemies: bruni 
[”. to nought' we beſeech thee, thoſe plots and;confſp! 


Ihe. good of thy church : give-him, we beleech thee. 


racies which are contrived againit thy glory; od CR 
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long and proſperous reign over us dn earth, and at 
u, laſt crown him with everlaſting glory in the life to 

come. Conſider, we beſeech thee, all ſuch as ſuffer 
any kind of affliction, whether of body or mind: 
my, we beſeech thee, the r unto them, 
that they may work for them a far more exceeding 
dat and . — . of glory: And as thou haſt hi- 


: » | ſent day and hour, ſo we beſeech thee, continue thy 
care over us, by thy divine providence, & command 
ite thy holy angels to pitch their tents round about ps, 

for our defence and ſafety. Bleſs us, we beſeech 


o our lying down and rilng, that whether we fleep or 
eld wake, live or die, we may always be thine, Lord, 


not we Pray thee, make us ſo wile that we may know 
am and confider, in this our day of viſitation, thoſe 
j things which concern our everlaſting peace, before 


2 they are hid from our eyes; and grant that we lire > | 
ndl every day as if it were out laſt day, and ſo order u. 


our account at laſt with joy, and inherit everlaſting 
life. Theſe bleſſings, and whatſoever thou know 
requiſite and necellary for us, we humbly beg and 
= ctave at thy hands, upon the account, an ſagh 
the mercies of Jeſus Chriſt,-our Lord pe only Sayi- 
ber-call voip, 


thoughts words and actions, that we may 5 ve up 


Your ; in whoſe name and words we für 
cher, as himſ 
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therto preſerved us from our infancy unto this pre- 


dur thee, both in our going out ahd coming in, both in 


. f the accouat, and through | 


ſelf hatk taught us, ſaying, Our Father, 5 
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. Fer the devil and his angels. 


- when they verily think they are going the way to 
* heaven: And others 7 ſecurely on in their f 
running on in all kin 


THE 


Plain Way to HE AVEN. 


fl Matt. xix. 16. Good Maſter what ſhall I do to inhe- 


rit eternal Life ? 


T reaſon why I give thefe directions, is, 
'& © becauſe fo many thouſands flock to hell, 


ns, 
of wickedneſs, not conſider- 
ing what will become of them, unfil they drop in- 
r .' 
Furt, Twill give you a ſhort hint of the dread- 


ful Rate of the wicked, and of the joyful ſtate of 

the godly ; with ſome. directions in order to your 
{ . ſalvation. _. NS” | 
Conſider, firſt, all you that continue in your 


fin, and will not be perſuaded to repent, and lead 


a2 new life, how dreadful your ſtate will be at laſt; 
fror as long as you remain in your unconverted ſtate, 
Sod and you are enemies, you are under his wrath 
fand curſe; you are ſlaves to the devil: And be- 
-. des all this, *% are in danger every hour of drop- 
5 . ing into - he 5 


| , for you know not how ſuddenly 
leath may ſeize upon you: And then if you are 
unprepared,'yon ſhall be hauled: by the devils 
down to hell, where you ſhall be kept in chains 


E And darkneſs, until the dreadful judgment of the 


great day, when your bodies ſhall be raiſed to life 
again, and be ſummoned before the judgment ſeat 


of Chriſt, where you ſhall give a ſtrit accotut of 
all things that you have thought, done, or ſpoken 


in your life-time ; there you ſhall ſtand trembling 
ref be your offended judge, expecting that deleful 
ſentence to be pronounced againſt you; Def 
from me, ye accurſed, into oeveria 
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No ſooner is this dreadful ſentence paſt, but a- 
way you muſt be gone, away you will be hauled 
by the devils, with the reſt of your damned crew, 

down into the lake that burns with fire and brim- 
ſtone, and never have eaſe nor end. Too 4 
1 But, on the other fide, confider how happy your 
„ conditions will de, if you in time repent, and for- 
I, ſake your fins, and become new creatures ; that 
to | then God will be your father, ChAft will be your 
s, brother, and the ſpirit will be your camforter : 
- You ſhall be filled with the joys of the Holy Ghoſt, 
n- which a-thouſand times ſurpaſſeth all worldly joys, 
and you ſhall have the free and full pardon of your 
d- I fins, fo that they ſhall be remembered no more. 
of And befides alt this, whenſoever death comes, 
ur whether ſooner or later, 2 ſhall be ſure of he: 
ven, and at your laſt gaſp the angels ſhall carrx 
Dur your ſoul, as they did the ſoul of Lazarus, into the 1 
kingdom of heaven. And as for your body, that 
ſt; fall be laid in the grave, as in the bed of Chriſt, 
te, | there to reſt until the glorious morning of the re- 
ith ſurrection; and then your bodies ſhall be raiſed a- 
be- gain, and faſhioned like unto the gloricus body of © 
hriſt; and ſoul and body being then re- united, 
nly vou ſhall be openly acknowledged, and hear that 
are © comfortable ſentence pronounced unto you,” Cm 
vils iN ye b of my Father, inherit the kingdom which 
ins was Prepared for you from the beginning of the 
the werld. Then vou ſhall be received ' with f , 
life and triumphing into the heaven of © heavens, and +; 
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ard t no mortal eye hath ever ſeen, no mortal er 
a rer bead, nor can it enter int the bet 
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| to conceive, what joys and delights Ged hath pre- . 
8 _ pared for you in heaven. Then ſhall you 1255 * 
eyer free from all kind of fin and forrow e 
| foall be no more death, neither forro® nor crying, 
- neither ſhall there be any more pain; for the former 
= 24 are paſſed away, and God fhall wipe away all 
tears from, your zyes, Rev. xix. 4. There ſhall be Pe 
life without death, healch without fickneſs, and a 
Feature without pain z as you ſhall be free from — 
all evil, ſo you ſhall enjoy all the good Wat can 
be enjoyed: There you ſhall rejoice one with any. « 
ther, and with one heart and with one voice ſhall yo 
there fing praiſes and hallelujahs to God, and to 
the Lamb that fits gpon the throne for ever and 2 
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ever. 

And now, I hope, Jou are ready to aſk, What 7 
- Ghall we do, that we may eſcape everlaſting * | 
ments and get ſale to heaven? And in to yu | 
Prickced at 2 heart, and are ready to ſay, Wha 4 

- ſhall we do to be ſaved? 

Au. If it be fo that you earneſtly defire to 8 | 
the way to heaven, _ are willing to walk i in that 
Way; then, as I in m 8 . Halt of young ones 

gave nine di recriont, what 0 to eſcape 

. A- and attain heaven; fo Tz T will give you 

F ſome F bn; youfh bal 4% to be Javed; and 

lead of many; 1 will on aly give yo 
t 18:(Yepent, jew, nd believe 8 7 elde x 
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[but g no mere man ſince "hy fa 155 able 
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certainty be faved, TI will give you as plain direc- 


two graces. 


Fin, For ripentance. Vou muſt know that there . f | 
are two kinds of repentance z there is a falſe re- 


pentance, and a true 
A falle 


ntance, 


wicked man lies upon his death-bed, then he ſeems 
to be ſorry for his fins paſt, and makes many fair 
promiſes of a new life: if it ſhould pleaſe God to 
reſtore him to his former health, he follows his old 
courſe again. Now this kind of repentance can 
never be effeftual to ſalvation. _ „ 
II. How you muſt mind what true repentance is. 
True tance is a ſaving grace, whereby a 
finner, out of a true ſenſe of his fin; and app 
'hon of the merc 


with full purpoſe of, and endeavouring after; hew 
obedjence. 17 


But now ſeeing without this repentance there js 
to heaven, and that we. cannot repent 
of ourſelves, it is of God's free gift; 1 will thers- - 


no getting 


fore give you ſome plain directions how repentance 


may be had, and how to go through: witk it; for 
though we cannot repent of ourſelves, yet if we do 


* 
. 


not repent, the fault lies upen us. 


— 


1. The frit ſtep to true repentance, is ihe xa: 0. 


mination of yourſelves ; try your hearts, and ft 

into your former lives, how, and after what man- 
her yon have ſpent your time you | 
achild; and to- this end, 2 


a cata & of all your fins you can dlecll þ 
WES bw which parpate yoo muſt nuke the. ten 


The ſecond dp to true. refed th 
Werten of theſe fins von have thus Io! ad 


tions, - us poſſibly I can, how you thall attain hefe 


repentance, is that which a man is FOES: | 
yen to, thro? fear of hell and damnation ; when a a 


5. 2.4 =. 
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of God in Chi, den with 
grief and hatred of his fin turn from it ſunto God, 


e been 
” a + * 
10 
= 4 
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- You muſt ſpread them all before the Lord, and con- 
1 LA them all in particular with all circumſtances, 
3 as the time when, place where, and manner how 
©. ſuch and ſuch things were committed. Now many 
8. confeſs in general, they are ſinners, but few confeſs 
«their fins. And if your fins are fo innumerable, 
cat you cannot find out every particular, then con- 
ſeis the reft in general; aa re is no doubt but 
Sod will take it for a true and fincere confeſſion, 
in that there is no known fin that you would wil 
lingly hide from God. 
3. Another ſtep of true repentance ĩs godly ſor- 
rom for thoſe fins ſo confeſſed: And it is godly ſor- 
# row that works repentance Wato ſalvation, never to 
be repented of. Now for the obtaining this godly 
ſorrow, you mult uſe titefe-means. 
I. Lay to heart how good and how merciful God 
= - hath been to you: how many tokens of his love and 
We kindneſs he hath beſtowed upon you, and yet how 
ill you have repaid him. Seriouſly conſider how he 
Hach delivered you from ſuch. and ſuch enemies: 
That notwithſtanding your many provocations, yet 
be hath borne with you alt this while : He hath pa- 
1 tience with ou, and waits for your re pentance, Who 
'Y . might in juſtice have ſnatched you away, whilſt you 
were 2 & ſent you quick to everlaſting burn- 
* 77 1 he ſpared you ; . he 5 you eve- 
J day freſh ſupplies of his m as. before 
 - you eee to make a catalo N ſo here Ncreatu 
makes catalogue of God's mi 's 5 thoſe ſeveral WP a ſt: 
Finds of — and favoursſyou have received from New lit 
bim, and then lay to heart what a baſe and unthank- 
| ful wreteh you have been, thus to provoke and” 
8 and merciful a God. Think tha 
i ee 'Q that I Should be fach a bins: ARE. 
ah; ft prevote and grieve fo longs. a:favbanl ; = 
* . * een /o good and gratiout unto maſk: 8 
.N 2 75 Saviour air, hat cid. "7 e * Ke 
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Such conſiderations, deeply laid to heart, will 
prick your heart into godly ſorrow for your ſins ; 
„ | as Peter, when he conſidered how he denied Chriſt, 
y went out and wept bitterly, Mat. xxvi. 557. 
15 2. Keep in mind moſt of thoſe fins whereby au 
e, © have moſt diſhonour'd God & griev'd his ſpirit: This 
\- alſo will be a means to work in you godly forrow.. + 
at 3. Ply the throne of grace, by earneſt and n- 
n, ſtant prayer, that God may take away that ſtony 
1: I heart out of your fleſh, and give you a heart of 
| fleſh, as he hath promiſed, Zze4. xxxvi. 36. But 
r- it may be, God will not ſeem to hear your prayers 
r- preſently, if therefore 'you cannot find your heart 
to relent the firſt time, gogand pray again, and give 
ly God no reſt till he hear; and then for certain, one 

time or other, God will melt our hearts into godly 

od ſorrow and remorſe for Jour former fins ; and then 
nd © this excellent grace of repentance. is beg un and 
ow | wrought in you. „ 5 
he 4. The next thing that is to be done is this, 62g" ' 0? 
s: ¶ leartily to God for the pardon of your former fin Hh! 
yet e may be caſt behind his back, that they may be e 
ba- ed gway in tbe blood of Cbriꝶt . 
ho And then laſtly make a firm, ſtrong, aid ſettled ..'F 
ou Nreſolution henceforth to lead a new life; this muſt 
rn. {not be a weak reſolution, but it, muſt be a ſeln- 
ve- tied, a deliberate reſolution, Now when a man 
fore ſeriouſly confiders, that except he becomes @ new 
creature, he cannot be ſaved, ant he therefore takes 
up a ſtrong and fixed reſolution henceforth to lead . 
new life, the work is more than half done; that 
nan is not far from the kingdom of heaven. 
Thus far the act of repentance : Now I will give 
ome helps for the daily renewing, of your repent-. 


7 hy 


mers 


* 
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32 Every morning as ſoon as you riſe, proſtrate © {| 
Wat before the throne of grace, and earneſtly 
- 5 fer Sod's aſſiſting grace, to vou from fal- i 
PF >. tg ao 
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3 for after a man 
K. egen 124 he is yet dall Table 55 fall into ay 


2. When you have b done, 2 wilt . the 
and conti · 


me this once from ling n into ſin: Lord have ky 
2. on m foul, and ſtrengthen me againſt this temp- 
W- fation of the devil, that I be not overcome,” And 
| tf wicked men at agy time ſeek to draw you into 
| fin, make a firm reſolution within yourſelf never to 
- conſent, and as much as poſſibly you can, keep 
2 from the company of wicked = This 
1s 5 e firſt ſtep in your way to heaven . 
The 1 is Faith . W T Frſt. Yb pon 
* * fo ſecondly, Believe the Gee mat; 
ow Hith is a e . hereby we receive that C 
ang xeſt upon Chr are for 1 25 as he is free · N and o 
eren ic to us in e goſpel. ſeeing a true 
Ge Faith is not in our power, | = It is the gift of 
, and God always beſtows it upon thoſe that 
. the means Which he hath preſcribed in his word 
for oÞ:Jining of it: 1 mall —— give you ſome 
directions what yo you ſhall do to have this. ger of 
WH VOugNta in you. 
Be Mligent in reading the ſcriptures: Ark, 
yoo mut ver, morning and evening read a 
in nt bible, 4: <)ſe Tome part of a godly ſermong; 
Aken you fedll you mult not run it over, * 
ben leaye it; vou had us good go Hob nothing, 54 heed d 
1 8 * Bet. When you read, you mũiſt take 
what, e are reading of, 


c 7 220 and Fee tn besting che Wy” 


bk, aq : 


ny by "the cονν.ον God, Rom. x. 17. When 
at church, you muſt hentken 


je- 3. Whilſt you are hearing, ſet a reſolution to prac- 
wy I tice what you hear; and when you come home, call 
his over the . of the ſermon in your mind, and 
rve turn every uſe and direction, that has been deliver- 
er- Jed, into prayer; pray for God's blem̃ng on it, and 
p- make it matter of your meditation all the week; 
nd and then laſtly, ſet yourſelf to che practice of it. 


ball be opened unto you. But you will ſay, it may be 
God will not accept of my prayers ; for God heareth 
not finncrs, and the prayers of the wicked are an abo- 
mination unto him, I anſwer, it is wilful ſinners 
that God wil! not hear, they that pray for mercy 
and other good things, and yet hate to be reform- 
ed, the prayers of ſuch God will not regard; but 


— 


they that come to God in a returning way, with a 


arneſtly defire grace, eſpecially, this grace of 
faith, they ſhall certainly be accepted, and have 
their prayers granted. £280 


„ WitireQtion : make a catalogue of all the promiſes, 
ner you did before of your fins. and God's mers 


aff thoſe perſons that 
Jt-thoſe promiſes : and if you perform the con- 
on, chen thoſe promiſes belong to you. As 
ian ce, I will name this one particular 28 

1 3 ». > ©" nes 
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preathed, For Faith comeib by 'beartyg,” aud benring 
| you Are * to 
th all the attentifn”- 4 
he you can; hearken earneſtly as if you were to 75% 
ti- preſently, and go to judgment. And for your help 
» Bf therein, you mult mark what is the doctrine, What 14 
ny are the reaſons and uſes, and how many ttrey are. 


4. Another method of getting a ſaving faith, is 
earneſt prayer unto God for it, Mat. vii. 7. Aſt, and 
you Hall haue; ſeek, and you all find; knock, and it 


full purpoſe to leave thein fin, and pray, and 


Now concerning the a& of faith, take birt tis — 


n and then heartily believe and aſſure your-" 
, char every one of thoſe promiſes belong 
erform the conditions 


110 The Plain Way \ to Heaven. 


a, Mat. xix. 29. Every one that hath forſa- 
hen houſes, or brethren, or fiſter, or father or 
moser, or wife, or children, or lands for my ſake, 

Hall receive an hundred 2 am ſhall inberit ever. 


* bile. 


=; Amen. 
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F uture State of Man: 


OR, A 
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ON THE 


le SURRECTION. 


In a Fuxxxar SERMON: 


Jonx v, 28, 29. Marvel nut at this, the 1 


ming, wherein all that are in their graves ſhall bear 
bis voice, and come forth; they that have done good 


unto the reſurretion of life, and they that haue done - of 


evils unto the reſurrection of damnation.” I 


* 


1 E Fbenſoever they die, there is an end of them, they 
all never come in being more.” But with man it 


9 
2 


Potherwiſe, God hath endewed man with an im- 
1 that ſhall never die; a PAS. a mad 


” 8 * 


VR bleſſed Saviour in theſe woke ſets forth 7 
unto us the ſtate and condition of all men at 

he laſt day; for as ſin hath brought death into the 
orld, and nothing i is more certain than death, ſcu 
othing i is more certain than that our bodies maſt ESE, 
ne day be raiſed again from the duſt of the earth.” -- 
Ul other creatures, which move upon the earth, 
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i 8 * Be Future State of Man, 


has, but 0 mall never © Xa in end: when death 
comes, his ſoul ſhall for ſome certain ſpace of 
time be ſ&parated from his body, laid awhile to 
| . — 8 in the duſt of the earth : But at last the trumpet 
ull found and all that are in thtir graves ſhall” bear 
14 — aul. come. forth; they that have? done pool 
Auto the reſurre&ion of life, and The that have done 
evil? unto the reſurrection of damnation. . 
The doctrine which I ſhall” raiſe from hence i: 
5 * this: That all mankind, both good and bad, ſhall 

at the ſound of the laſt trumpet be . W 

from the -luſtof the earth. 

Now my method ſhall be this. 

1. To prove, that there ſhall;be a reſurre&ion. 
2. Of the perſons that ſhall be raiſed ; that is, 

4; * are in the grapes. 
= By whargnegs the he dead Yhalh be riſe, that 
E, 55 nd of the trumpet, they all 4 * 
i —— In SHall come forth. 

W- 4. The different ſtate and condidbn, of all = at 
the reſurreQion : They that have done good unto the 
a reſarredtion of life, but they that have done evil, to thi 
= reſurrection if damnation. | 

5. And laſtly, to convince-us all by way of ap- 

plieatian of the. drawing on of this time, and there- 
fore that ve muſt not marvel at it: Marvel not at 
this, for the hour it coming, &c. 

1. To prove there ſhall be a reſurrection, which 
pal. da; firſt from. the. ſcriptures; which is the 
13 ktüe and infallible word of God; to inſtance in 
done few. places, as I/ xxvi. 15. alſo 1 Cer. xv; 
Were you = a large. deſcription. of the reſurrecs 
Bon: AN ee Sri And. have Be ts 


— * 
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5 f . they. 71 all allew,;. thatgbize fhal 
ble rohorcaing 22 42 5 2 27 and un 21 Likewile 
ax, Kii. 2, ! dal, foes 


* . 


e ih 3 


r ; So 
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3 1 7 7; vo 10 Ha. all, **5 
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Hure. rale Man. 


there romiled. redemption ** FEAR to ranſo 
Uh eprom the power of the grave. 7 


; * mult, belle e the reſurrection of the. body ; for the... 

* word of God is true and faithful, and our Lord Je: 
Jus Chrift hath ſaid. in his goſpel, That heaven 34 

"ff earth Hall paſs azvay, before one jot ar tittle. of his 


fone avord ball fall to the ground, Mat. v. And. beſides: "$ 


en all chis, thoſe ſeripture- promiſes, which have been 
\all already fulflled in all the ages of the- world, may 
aſſure us of the accompliſhment of this one pro- 
> miſe, That our bodies Pall be raiſed at the laſt. day 
rom. the duſt of the earth. And this is ny father's 
1 will, ſi os it, A that. of 4 all 7 47 father hath 
: Moiver me, I ould loſe nathin » but raiſe it 1 
Nec again at the laft day, sehn f bs | a * 
nat 3, That rs A be a refarreion. of che bo- 
* 47 y« be proved, not only from the ſcripture, 
but a 4 nature itſelf : the reſutrection 2 pro: 
ved from nature, as we may, ſee in If. 
The dead men Gall live, together ith my. Hat hath 
ball they ariſe ; awake and fing. he at dal in the 
fer thy dew is as the dew, of herbs, and the earth - 


berbt, intimates to us thus much, That as th 
erbs and plants ſcem to be dead. and withered - a 
he winter, yet in the ſpring they revive, and come 


s withdrawn, and the day ſeems to be atied : in 
he ſilent night, fo in the morning the ſup riſ*th 
3 bright as ever, and enlivenerh the world wing 
us plprious beams; ſo it is here, tho” the. 5 
en and women ſeem ſor a time 1 be Toft, and 
urned t to duft and corruption, y yet in the; 8 
NC wer the reſurrectian they ſhall, be raiſeck f 
82 ea to an immortal ſtate. 


Mat there. ſhall be a refürrection of abs. 
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Bull raft ut her . dead. Thy dew is as the dew of 
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TY „ Now if we would beheve the ſcripture we ol 
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forth freſh and green; and, as in the nig the ſun Yo i 


* n alſo by. the eee of 2 25 = | 
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t '- Chriſt; that as our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſuffered, di. 
e, and was buried, that by his death he might 
redeem us from fin and hell, ſo he roſe again, that 
by the virtue of his reſurrection he might redeem 
sg gain from death and the grave: The apoſtle 
makes the reſurrection of Chriſt the foundation of 
== our redemption, as you may ſee, 1 Cor. xv. 12, 
WE Now if Chrift be preached that he aroſe from the 
dad, bow jay ſome of you that there is no reſurrettion 
W- of the dead? Now there were ſome that did not 
believe that there was any reſurrection of the dead; 
and this their incredulity and unbelief the apoftle 

| cenſures, and proves that there ſhall be a reſurrec. 
en; and that from the doctrine of Chrift's reſur. 
W--- *reion, intimating, that if Chriſt be riſen from 
=  thedead, as he preached that he is riſen, then it 
needs muſt follow, that there muſt be a reſurrection 
| of all men from the grave. Now theſe people that 
-- - held ſtreng that opinion, that there ſhall be no re- 
ſurrection of the dead; yet theſe ſame men did 
preach that Chriſt was raiſed ; but the Apoſtle tells 
dem plainly, That iPit be ſo that there ir no reſurrc- 
Tien of tbi dead, thenChrift is not riſen, And if Chriſt 
be nat riſen, he tells them what a ſad condition we 


are in: for all eur preach: 


VvVerſe 20. the apoſtle reconciles both arguments to- 
gether; But now Chriſt is riſen from the dead, ani 
* come the firlt fruits of them that flept : ſo that here 
de apoſtle affures them, that Chriſt is riſen from 

tie dead, and by the virtue and power of his re 
a” farreion.all mankind ſhall one day be raiſed from 

de grave; And belides, we read in Mart. xxvil 


[ A ann many of the bodies of the ſaints which Pept anf 
ref their graves : which is an earneſt to uy. thi 
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1 | ng, praying, and all wil 
e and ſuffer for Chrift, is in vain, v. 14. but nl 


* *_" that-at che reſurrection of Chriſt, the graves openci/ſh 


a by the ſame virtue and power all the bodies of. a. 
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di. Jever have been, and ever ſhall be to the world's 
oht end, ſhall be raiſed again at the laſt day. 

4 5. That there ſhall be a reſurrection of the body, 
gem is an article of our faith; therefore, we cannot den 
tle N the reſurrection, except we remove our belief, — | 
of deny our chriſtianity itſelf z this was an article of 
the apoſtles faith, Ads xxiv, 15. And. have hope 
towards God, which themſelves allow, that there ſhall 
be a reſurredtion of the dead, both. of the juft and of 
the unjuſt. 

But it may be, ſome will and har, How can 
it be that all the dead can be raiſed, for many are 
drowned in the ſea, and their carcaſes are eaten up by 
Het, and many men have been burnt to "aſhes, and 
their aſhes mingled among tbe duſt of the earth, ant 
cattersd up — down, no body, where 2. 

To this I anſwer, that to man, indeed, this is 
impoſſible to be; but if God be infinite in Ris 'wif- 
dom and power, as indeed he is, then he makes the 
duſt of every man, woman and child, and by his all | 
wiſe providence knows what duſt- belon to hea 
id ſuch a body; wherever it is 4 — ah 

Friends, here will be a declaration of W 
power ! For know this, he that by his power made 
ll things out of nothing, Can. as —— 5 the fame 
power raiſe our bodies againout of ſomething, even 
but of their own — or _ Fl | 

Thus I have ſufficiently prove at bene 
de a reſurrection cf the 3 4 

2. The ſecond thing to be conſidered from the wi 
ext is the number of the dead which-ſhall be raifs | 

; that i is, all, for ſo faith our Lord and Saviour 
ere in the text ; The hour is coming herein all that- 
we in their graves ſhall hear. his. ig, &c. ., All, 
dat js, all th the ſons and daughters of Adam, that 


* ; tha aye ever lived ſince the world began, and all that  , „ 


"1 


yer mall live and die to the end thereof; all muſt | 
. at ho os 2 
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Jobn declares i in his viſion, Rev. xx. 12. That „chat 
Jaw the dead both great and ſmall fand before God. Nwhic 
By ſmall and great, we are not to underſtand the were 
ſe in reſpect to ſtature,” as if ſome ſhall appex 

men, and ſome children; we muſt all apper 
then in the ſtature and fulneſs of Chriſt, that 1s, of 

A. middle ſtature, or that ſtature Adam was created 
In, which was of a middle ſtature; the oldeſt ſhall 

pear no older, and the youngeſt no youtiger ; but 
dy ſmall an 2 we are to underſtand, 

| Fi „, Thoſe that died of all ages, from the oldeſt, 

| 10 the child that is ſtill- Born. 

„erna, dy mall and great, we are to under. 
ſtand all Mites" and” degrees of men and women, 
both high and low, rich aud poor, noble and igno · 

ble; all ſorts and Rates of men muſt then make 
their ippeiraſice, fro m the king on the throne, of 
che Vi gar Un che dunghill; and ver, 13. St Joh 

ox; in r fl viſion, Tat e fea gave up her dead: 
death an heil, that is" "the earth and the grave, 

taft-up * their Head aud all æuert judged e 

their, works, All the elements at Ar the call of C ri 

Muſt give up theirdead; all that the hre hath conſum- 
ed and t'to aſhes, all that ever have been buried 
in the ſea, and all hat have been buried in the earth, 

as ſoon 23 the laſt? Fumpet ſounds: they muſt all Cor. 
come forth, none ſhll be 15 great as s pe, and 

none mall De ſo fmall as bo be forgotten, Ohl 

r a 7 what a vaſt aſſembly will there be, 

whe all the ſons and daughters of an ſhall meet g= 
ther; To fee an army of men together, wel 2 

A K 1 it 1 a great fight. If all the men and Wo- 

5a in Grzat Britain were to meet together at;one 

| what a great, what an invincible great ak 
3 would ſeem to be: But alas 5 

Great aa — the whole world, it! ß cone 

| ay a e to other nations. And  what'h 


now living, in m_ of . 
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that are paſt and to come! All the 1/rae/ites of old 
which were counted as the ſands in the ſea, they 
the were ſo innumerable; and beſides them, ſo many 
pear millions of millions that have been ſlain in the wars, 
per ſo many thoaſands that have been ſwallowed up in 
s, of Nearthquakes, ſo many thouſands of millions of mil- 
ated Mlions that have died by the peſtilence and all other 
ſhall mortal diſtempers, in all ages of the world, and all 
that have died naturally in infancy, in youth, 
middle age, and old age, and all that are now li- 
ing and that ſhall live to the world's end; when 
all theſe ſhall meet together at the general reſur- 
ection; O what a wonderful meeting will there be! 
We mißt all appear before the judgment ſeat of Chriſt, 
ſaith the apoſtle, 2 Cor. v. 10. 

Friends, both you that read this treatiſe, and I 
ho write, we my? all make our appearance there, 
ali that are in their graves mult hear his voice, and 
ome forth, ; | 

Thirdly, The third thing to be conſidered is this, 
«My what means all the dead ſhall be raiſed ; that is, 

m the ſound of the laſt trumpet; for ſo faith qur 
Faviour in the text, Al that are in their graves 
ball hear hi; voice and come forth: and what voice 
his is that the dead ſhall hear, you may ſee in 
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th the voice of the archangel, and with;the trumpet 
chat you ſee this trumpet ſhall be ſounded by 
nn archapgel: So Mat. xxiv. 30, 31. They Hal 

the /on of man coming in the clouds of heaven with 
er and great glory, and he ſhall ſend bis angels 
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in ver. 25. is witered in the preſent tenſe, the hour i; 
the fur is coming, mark, there is no #0 it is, but 


voices, and that is in reſpect of the ſenſe and mean- 


cious and inviting words, which are interpreted by 
divines after this manner: Ariſa ye dead, and come to 


and ſo come to Jeſus Chriſt, by a true and, lively 
_ Chriſt obtain everlaſting life. But whether they 


ears againſt it; yet let them know there is another © 
voice, which ſhall be uttered to the world, Which is 


with 4 great found of a trumpet, and they ſhall gui ber Wgheth 
rogether his elect from the four winds ; from one end is jud 


Thus we fee by what means the dead ſhall be Wand u 
raiſed : that is, by the voice of the arch-angel, by Igoſpe 


the found of the laſt trumpet, which voice ſhall be which 
- uttered more lond and ſhrill than thunder, uttering 


theſe words, Ariſe ye dead, and come to judgment, 
Now a few verſes before the text, ver. 25. we have 
another voice that is ſounding in the ears, The hour 
is coming and now is, that the dead ſhall hear the voice 
of the ſou of God, and they that hear, Hall live. 
Now theſe two voices, that text, and ver, 25. 
| in ſound, yet they differ 
much; and that in theſe two reſpects: 

time : that voice ſpoken of 


coming, now is, &, But that voice ſpoken of in 
the text, is ſpoken of altogether in the future tenſe, 


it ii time that is come. 88 
2. There is a great difference betwixt theſe two 


ing of the words, for thoſe of the firſt voice are gra- 


Judgment. That is, thoſe that are dead in their fins, 
and rotting and ſtinking in the grave of their luſts: 
Now theſe ayę under the call of the goſpel, and 
they that hearken to this call, and obey his voice, 


faith, and unfeigned repentance, they ſhall by 


will hear his voice, er whether they will ſtop. their 


a voice of power; and that voice they muſt hear, Neige, 
. . , . wheth; zer a 
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ber Elwhether they will or no, Ariſe, ye dead, and come 
end to judgment. | | SY NR 1 SG 

Conſider, friends, tho* you now ſtop your ears, 
be, Wand will not hear the ſound of the trumpet of the 


de which will one day ſound, calling all the dead out 
ing Hof their graves, ſaying, Ariſe, ye dead, and come | 
ent, | 


o judgment ; and whenever this laſt trumpet ſounds, 
you muſt hear it whether you will or no; the depth . 
of the grave ſhall not hinder the ſound, no nor the 1 
depth of the ſea ſhall hinder it. ö 
He that could at firſt command all things out of 

nothing by the word of his power, fo at the laſt day 
he will but ipeak the word, and the dead ſhall riſe 
; - m_ their appearance before the tribunal fea 
of Chriſt. 8 


The found of this laſt trumpet ſhall be fo Ioud, 
in What it ſhall be heard all over the world, it ſhall \ 
nſe, Pierce even to the bottom of the ſea; and to the 4 


dowels of the earth: No ſooner is this trum- | 
et ſounded, but the found ſhall be obeyed no 


two Wooner is the voice uttered,, Ariſe, ye dead, and ; 
an- Frome 10 judgment, but immediately the graves in all 
gra- Whe church- yards, and in all other places through- | 
by Put the whole world, ſhall be opened, and the body : 
ze 10 pf every man and woman ſhall be framed out of his f 
ins, Pen duſt; and bone ſhall be joined to bone, and 

{ts : Wrery part and member ſhall' be joined in its place 

and Wand order; and'every ſoul ſhail return t its own 

1Ce, ody; theo ſea ſhall give up their dead; and” the 

vely Wire, and - earth uall-Stve up thejr dead, and then 

| by Wramediatoly: they mall be all gathered together, 

the) en to the valley of Jehoſhaphat, to be preſented 

Reik Pelore the qudgment ſeat of Chriſt; 45 you may ſee, 

ther Pal il. 12. For Chriſt ſays; thei ba, ir fünf 

ch is bereis all that art” in tbeir Fra del hall bear bir 

Sar, Fvoice,.. and cmd für. N 


ö . The fourth thing confiderable in the 
xt, is the different ſtate and condition of all man- 


] - 
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Lind at the reſurrection; that is, ſame ſhall ariſe ts i foal, 
tze reſurredtion of life, . and ſome to the ręſurrection of il the 1 

|. damnation. Now the different ſtate of good and bal 

gat the reſurrection, may be conſidered in theſe re. 


1. They differ in reſpect of time: For, tho' all 
| > mankind ſhall be raiſed from the duſt of the earth, 
| yet they ſhall not be raiſed all at one and the ſame 
time; there ſhall be two reſurrections, firſt of the 
' faints, and then of the wicked. Many there be 
| Which affirm that there ſhall be a thouſand years be. 
| _ twixt the reſurrection of the ſaints, and of the wic. 
| fked ; that the ſaints ſhall all rife at the coming of 
Chriſt in the clouds, with all his glorious train of 
|. heavenly hoſt, and ſhall reign with him a thouſand 
| years upon the earth) and that the reſt of the dead 
| arHe not until that-thouſand years areaccompliſhed, 
ll "Rev. xv. 4, 5. Some ſay this means the complete 
number of a thouſand years: And ſome ſay the 
* meaning of the ſpirit of God here, is not the num 
der of a thouſand years but only a conſiderable ſpace 
| - . pf time: But I will not affirm any thing of that. 
This we are certain of, that there fhall be 2 
| difference between the reſurrection of the good, and 
of the bad, in reſpect of time: For St. Paul in thi 

caſe, as we may ſee, 1. Theſſ. iv. 16. ſaith, Sat t! 
| grad in Chrift fball riſe firſt; And if che dead it 
Chriſt riſe firſt, the refurreQion of the wicked mul 
|. agcd follow after: And, Ad. xvi. 15. There ſoul 
. @ rejurredion both of the juft and ef the 115 


Eirſt of the juſt, &. then of the unjuſt, but how lony 

a time there ſhall be between, I will: not poſitively 
an. „a he 
reection of the good, and of the bad; and that i 
rreſpect of their image and ſhape : The bodies . 
faxis Hall be raiſid in glory. like. unte . Chrift 
Aries body ; Phil. iii, 21. ſaith the apoſtle, ww 


* 
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all change our vile badiet, and faſpiom then hike unto 
„ of the glorious body of Chrift. Thus Chriſt himſelf gives 


the righttons ſpine as the ſun in the kingdom of their 
| all fe at her. *Y. | | 


rth, MW The bodies of our firſt parents in their - fate of . 


[ -.T ze Future State of Man. 12 l 
5 4 


us a deſcription of the brightneſs of the ſaints bo. 
re. dies at the reſurrection, Mat. xiii. 44. Then ball 


ame innocency were adorned with a glorious beauty and 


the MW comelinefs. Now this ſhould have been the ſtate and 


> be Wl condition of the bodies of all their poſterity, if the 
; be- ¶ had not ſinned; but hath ſtripped us of that brio 


wic- ¶ beauty and ornament, and without artificial cloath- , 


g of ing our. bodies are very loathſome and vile; the 
n of bodies of the ſaints ſhall be changed and faſhioned 
ſand I he unte the glorious body of Chriſt. | 

dead But on the other fide, the b&dies of the wicked ſhall 


ed, at the reſurrection appear more monſtrous, vile, and 


pete deformed, than they were before in their ſtate of na- 
the ture; and beſides the bodies of the ſaints ſhall bedeli- 
zum} vered from that lumpiſhneſs and heavineſs that they 
ſpace are now clogged with, and inſtead of natural: bodies 
that. they ſhall be made ſpiritual bodies, 1 Cor. xv. 44- 
be 2 and ſhall fly to and fro as ſwift as ſpirits; but as 
for the wicked, they ſhall be bound hand and foot, 
and caſt into utter darkneſs ; there ſhall be weeping 
and gnaſhing of teeth. Mat. xxit. 13. OS 

Fifthly and laſtly. There ſhall alſo be a vaſt dif- 
ference betwixt the reſurrection of the good and of 
the bad, in reſpect of their final ſtate and condition, 
that they ſhall be raiſed unto 3. They that bawe done 


done. evil unto the r-/urreftion of damnation. The 


reſurxęction both of the juſt and of the unjuſt : Then 
they ſhall be divided one from another, At a fheps 
herd dgvideth his ſheep from the goats. Mat. 25. Ana 
all ſet the ſheep on his right hand, but the 
auh the . At firſt ſhall be — joyf 
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goed unto the reſurrection of lift, and they that have 


oatrex 
ul ſen- 


being firſt raiſed, and then immediately after, the 2 
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| je bleed of my fa- 


tence upon the righteous, come, 
tber, inberit the kingdom,: Rut the wicked ſhall be 
ſent away with that: — depart from 
me ge curſed, * evedaſti 8 fre 5 Þrepared for the de- 
one? and his | 73 
3 Sixthly _— laft] 55 The la thing conſiderable i in 
| the text, and that which T intend ſhall be the a 
plication of the whole, is the drawing near of the 
time when the reſurrection ſhall be, therefore our 
= bids us not marvel at it. There were ſome 
our Saviour's time, and ſome there are in our 
days, that marvel when they hear of the reſurrection 
| of the body, and of a general judgment; chey will 
not believe it: Oh! how ſtrange ſoever they make 
of it, our bleſſed Saviour aſſures them of it, and 
tells them ĩt certainly will be. Therefore this doctrine 
$ "may ſerve to convince us. 
| Firf, Of the PR reſurrection, and any of 
. jedgement: For I have in this diſcourſe proved by 
* feveral arguments, that there ſhall be a reſurrection 


both af the juſt, and of the unuſt; and as there is 
nothing more certain than death, ſo there is nothing 


more certain chan a general reſurrection after 
| — derb. W 2 

| -Brcondlly. This: may convince us, that as there ſhall 
be a-xeſurreRtion : ſo thei time when the reſurrec- 
tion hall-be; 3s drawing near; ſo faith our Lord 
Chriſt here himſelf in the text, marvel not at this, 
the bour it coming, woberein all that are in the gravwt 
Hall bear his nice, and come forth ; and tho” our 


bleſſed — rt pn tt tells us, Mat. xxiv. 75 Bat neither men 
nor an awhen the time ſboll be, yet he aſfures 
us, That. the: tube 1. coming, Acts xvii. 31. We fee 


there th hath appointed a day whigeighe will 
jadge the — chis appointed —_ _ þ 
ing near. n re 5, 
3 about apace? Vea, fo faſt us — time of the gene % 
= cal refurreRtion. comjng.09 ; 40 many time) NN 
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ſan has wheeled round the world fince the creation, 
ſo many rounds is the thread wound off, and keeps 
ſtill winding off. It is now above 1709 years fince 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt aſcended into heaven, when the 
angels ſaid unto the men of Nazareth, That this ſame 
Jeſus fhall ſo tome again, as you have ſeen him go into 
heaven, Acts i. And the time ever ſince has been 
drawing nearer and nearer : and the time now cer- ' | 
tainly, cannot be long but that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
will come in the clouds, and then the trumpet will 
ſound, and the dead ſhall be raiſed, and both quick 
and dead ſhall make a general appearance. | 
1. Here is a uſe of reproof to ſuch as take liberty 
o run on in fin, putting far from them the evil | 
day: And becauſe the Lord ſeemeth to delay his 
oming, therefore their hearts fare ſet in them to do 
vil. There were ſome in the apoſtles days, and L 
2ar there are many ſuch in theſe our days, that walk 
after their own luſt, ſaying, Where it the promiſe of 
bis coming! For fince the fathers fell aſleep, all things - 
ontinue as they were from the beginning-of the crea- 
ton, 2 Pet. iii. 4. But the apoſtle tells them, ver. 
9. That the Lord is not Nlack concerning his promi/e- 
as ſome men count ſlactneſi but is long ſuffering\to- 
wards us, not willing that any. ſhould periſh. Hut the 
lay of the Lord, whenever it comes, will come as @ 
hief in the night, ver. 10. And when men Hall ſay 
eace and ſaftty, then ſuddenly cometh de on upon 
bem as travail upon a woman whth child, and they 
pall not eſcape. My friends, pray have a care; for ©. 
hough.. you think the Lord delayeth his coming, 
nd thereupon you take liberty to yourſelves to-ful-- - 
| the deſires of the fleſh, yet talfe heed leaſt the 
ord come in a day when you look not | for him, in an 
Pur you are not aware of, and cut you aſunder; © « | 
Ind appoigt your portion among the \bypocrites, where. | 
"art Be aukeping and gnaſhing of teethy Matth. xxiv. 


4 : 
O, 51. © — * _— 9 * a ? ; . 
| i = ; 1 , | 7 7 9 ) 5 g 'I . 2. a * | 
N ky * 3 7 b *% 4 . 


. * t Aa; | . * * ; 
w 1 MR. PT Kr” 9 * 1 7 * : * * . 
. L | 


2 


Is 1 
r . — 


4 4 
8 = 
; ”* 
— > ELTON I IST 


3 The Future State of Man. 


2. A uſe of exhortation.; if it be ſo, that the ho 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt will certainly come, and ſhortly I be 
come, and we muſt all be preſented. before him, ¶ the 
then how ſhould we live here with all care and cir. in. 
cumſpection, that we may be found of him in I ſent 
peace; blameleſs and without ſpot : How fhoult wilt 
we labour to be holy in all manner of converſation ant ¶ coy 
the coming of the day of God? 1 Peter iii. 11. Let ¶ to e. 
this be a ſtrong motive to move a chriſtian to the IN whe 
duty and obedience, and perſeyerance therein. Let ¶ how 
the words of St. James be as a ſpur to prick you up to c 
to. be ſtedfaſt, and to hold out-in the work of the 
Lord, James v. 8. Be pentAnt, therefore, brethren ; 
eftabliſh your hearts, for the coming of be Lerd draws 
eth nigh. | And let me exhort you all in the words 
of our Saviour, Marl xiii. 35. Watch therefore, 
Pier ye #now not when the time is; and what I ſay un- 
0 you, { ſay unto all, watch. And in the words of 
the apoſtle, Heb. xx, 25. Exhorting one another. ſa 
much the mare as you fee the day approaching. 

And — nan « us in well doing, and 
to be mom diligent, to rebuke, or exhort, to per- 
ſuade, and encourage one another in well doing, 
let us conſider, that we muſt all one day meet to- 
gether, to be the acquitters, or elſe the condem- 
ners of one another; tho' death comes and takes 
| away a wife from a huſband, and a hu and from f 
a wife; tho” it takes away parents from their chil- | 
_ dren, and children from their parents; tho' death ili 
comes and makes a breach among relations, neigh- 
bours and families, yet let us conſider, that the 
| day of reſurrection will come, and then we ſhall 
I . not only ſee and know one another, but we ſhallSens g 
de able alſo to converſe with one another; but, ah 
1 un a dreadful meeting, we ſhall then have, if e. 
mould be forced to be the condemners of one z. 
ter at that day. The apoſtle tells us, that empet 

ſaints ſhall jadge che world at the laſt day«: Oe you 
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he I how dreadful will this be, when godly parents ſhall ' 
ly de condemners of their own children, the fruit of 
m, ill their own bowels, thoſe whom they once delighted 
ir- in, and loved moſt dearly, now to pronounce Chriſt's 
in I ſentetice againſt them, becauſe they were ſtubborn, 
uld WY wilful, and and would not hearken to their godly 
"(0 ſl counſels and admonitions; I ſay, for godly parents 
Let ¶ to exalt and applaud Chriſt's fentence againſt them, 
the N when they are condemned to everlaſting fire: Oh! 
Le: ¶ how dreadful will this be! And thus for children 
up to condemn their own parents, becauſe they let 
the chem alone in their evil courſes, and would not 
en ; ¶ correct them nor repre them: and for huſbands 
2+ Wand wives, to be the condemnation of one another: 
prds Oh! how ſad will this be! Nay confider farther, 
that relations, families, neigh-aours, acquaintances, 
who ſpend their precious time together in feaſting, 
Irinking, gaming, and other kind of looſe living, 
uſt meet together and be the condemnation of one 
another at the laſt day, Oh! what a dreadful meet- 


and Bing will this be! But on the otherchand, conſider, 
per- Fthat choſe parents and children, huſbands and wives, 
ing, Wamilies and relations, which would not join with 

t to· Mhe wicked, but ſpent their time in praying together, 
lem- Ind for one another, in exhorting, inſtructing, re- 
takes proving, and encouraging one another: Oh! what |. 
from joyful meeting will thee have at the reſurrection! 
as ow'death many times makes a breach among fa- 
eath 


nilies and relations: a wife laments for-the loſs of | 
eigb- Per ' huſband; he laments for the loſs of his wifez ' © 
e children ſometimes grieve, becauſe re: 4 5, 
ſt a loving father, or a dear mother; and the pa- 
ſhalFents grieve and are caſt down, becauſe they have | 
t, abt a 1 child. But, friends, weep not for 

ier relations as without hope, for they are not loſt, 
dhe morning of the reſurrection will come, th 
4 UnFampet will found, and the dead ſhall rife, ane 4 
Oe you ſhall meet to expreſi the joy you ſhall hre 
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one with another to all eternity, if you ſpend you 
time together in this world, in the works of faith 
and obedience. And now, to conclude, let us al 
therefore {d live, and ſo ſpend our ſhort time here 
on earth, that in the glorious morning of the reſur. 
rection, when the laſt trumpet ſhall ſound, we may 
riſe to the reſurrection of life, and triumph and re- 
joice amongſt glorious angels to all eternity: Which 
the Lord of his mercy grant. Amen. 
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